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Editorden,

Politik Psikoloji Dergisi, 4. yilinin ikinci sayisinda 3 aragtirma makalesi ve 1
kitap degerlendirmesiyle okuyucularin karsisina ¢ikmaktadir. “Tiirkiye deki
Siyasi Parti Liderlerinin Suriveli Imgesi” bashkl calisma Suriyeli gdgmenlere
yonelik Tiirkiye’de yapilan ¢alismalara dair bir degerlendirmeyle beraber politik
psikolojinin 6nemli kuramlarindan imge kuramini acgiklayarak, Tiirkiye’deki
siyasi parti liderlerinin Suriyeli gé¢menler ve konuyla ilgili aktorlere dair
imgelemlerine dair arastirma bulgularint icermektedir. Politik imgeler kisilerin
belirli insan kategorilerine dair duygu, diisiince ve eylemlerini tutarli kilan
onemli zihinsel kisa yollardan biridir. Bu ¢alisma 6zellikle parti liderlerinin “X”
(twitter) hesaplarinda yayimlanan diislincelerini Tiirkiye’de Suriye meselesine
dair goriislerin  zihinsel bir haritasim ¢izecek sekilde aciklamaktadir.
“Popiilizmin ve Popiilist Hareketlerin Yiikseliginin Psiko-Politik Nedenleri”
baslikli caligma, liberal demokrasiye doniik radikal elestirel kolayciliktan
ka¢inan onun yerine popiilizme yol acan travma deneyimlerinin kaynak ve
dinamiklerine dokunmaya ciiret eden anlamli bir caligmadir. Caligma
popiilizmi, liberal demokrasinin vekaleten siyasetine, modern siyasanin elit
merkezciligine ve bunlarin topyekin gayri-sahihligine ve yozlasmasina bir tepki
olarak tarif etmektedir. Ancak bu ¢alisma ne popiilizme ovgiiler dizmekte ne de
popiilizmin liberal demokrasinin krizine care oldugunu ileri siirmektedir.
Bilakis popiilizmin sag ve sol siiriimlerinin, demokrasinin igleyen kurumlarina
zarar verecek sekilde o6fke, korku ve kaygi gibi olumsuz duygulara yataklik
eden Otekilestirme, giinah kecisi bulma ve tehlikeli kutuplagmalar1 igerdigine
isaret etmektedir. “Yeni Kurumsalcilik Perspektifinden Tiirkiye Anayasalari:
Anayasalarin Tiirk Siyasi Hayati Uzerine Etkisi” baslikli ¢alisma yeni yapisalci
bir perspektifle yapilari degistirmenin aktorler ve davraniglari tizerindeki
etkilerini incelemektedir. Tirkiye'deki anayasa degisikliklerinin kurumlar
tizerindeki etkisi kadar bu degisikliklerin toplumsal normlar ve siyasal
davraniglar tizerindeki yansimalarini ele almaktadir. Caligma 1924, 1961 ve
1982 Anayasalarini Tiirkiye’nin demokratiklesme siirecindeki énemli doniim
noktalar1 olarak ele almakta ve anayasal metinlerin toplumsal ve siyasal yapiy1
nasil sekillendirdigini ve gili¢ iliskilerini nasil doniistiirdiiglinii anlamak
acisindan O6nemli bir katki sunmaktadir. Dergimizin igeriginin kitap
degerlendirmesi kisminda Yasin Taskin’in Deniz Hamamlar: adli ¢aligmasi
sosyal teori ve sosyal psikolojinin etkili bir sekilde kullanildigi elestirel bir
degerlendirmeye tabi tutulmustur.

Politik Psikoloji Dergisi gelecek sayilarinda yayimlanmak iizere Tiirkiye ve
diinya siyasetinde rol oynayan sahsiyetlerin psiko-biyografilerine, bir ulus ve
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devlet inga siirecinin igerdigi benlik teknolojilerine, terdrizmin psikolojisine,
baski ve zuliim karsisinda direnmeye devam eden halklarin psikolojik
sermayesine, (Baascilik, Taliban, Siyonizm vb) dini ve siyasi hareketlerin,
dogal ve insan kaynakli afetlerin, savas, catisma ve gdclerin psikolojisine dair
calismalar1 beklemektedir.

Hayrettin OZLER



Arastirma Makalesi Research Article

PSYCHO-POLITICAL REASONS OF RISING POPULISM AND
POPULIST MOVEMENTS

Ziibeyr Sakar!

Abstract: Populism is a rising phenomenon all over the world and is a global
issue. Populism is associated with psychological concepts such as archaic fear,
belonging, exclusion, and othering that have been seen since the first emergence
of human existence. Populism is also a socio-psychologic reaction to the
corruption of democracy in general, its corrupt institutions, the political
establishment and the political-bureaucratic elites. In other words, populism is a
social reality that emerges from the traumatic destruction of emotions and
emotional capital in contemporary democracy psychologically. The research
aims to examine the emotional, traumatic and political psychological dynamics
of populism, in short, based on psychology. Therefore, the study examines how
the psychological consequences of the destruction of liberal democracy reveal
populism. One of the psychological causalities in the rise of populism is that
feelings of belonging and othering, instead of pluralism, are socially and
politically decisive dynamics in an age where emotions and feelings gain
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importance. Populism and populist movements, especially in the West, seem
related to liberal democracy's tendency towards elitism and bureaucratic
hegemony and its loss of legitimacy.

Keywords: populism, otherness, emotions, political communicate, ontological
security.

Popiilizmin ve Popiilist Hareketlerin Yiikselisinin Psiko-Politik Nedenleri

Abstract: Popiilizm, kiiresel bir mesele olarak tiim diinya iizerinde yiikselen bir
olgudur. Popiilizm kavrami, ilk insan deneyimlerinden ve doga durumundan
beri goriilen arkaik korku, ait olmak, digslamak ve otekilestirmek gibi psikolojik
kavramlarla iliskilendirilebilir. Ayrica popiilizm, demokrasinin yozlasmasina,
onun yozlagan kurumlarina, siyaset kurumuna ve siyasal-biirokratik elitlere
sosyo-psikolojik bir tepkiyi ifade eder. Diger bir ifadeyle popiilizm, ¢agdas
demokraside duygularin ve duygusal sermayenin psikolojik olarak travmatik
tahribinin bir neticesi olarak ortaya ¢ikan sosyal bir olgu ve gercekliktir.
Arastirma, popiilizmin duygusal, travmatik ve kisacasi onun psikolojiye dayali
olan siyasal psikolojik dinamikleri irdelemek ve incelemek amacindadir.
Dolayisyyla ¢alisma, liberal demokrasinin tahribinin psikolojik sonucglarinin
popiilizmi  nasil ortaya ¢ikardigina iliskin  soruya cevap aramaktadir.
Duygularin ve hislerin onem kazandigi bir ¢agda ¢ogulculugun yerine aidiyet
hislerinin ve otekilestirmenin sosyal ve siyasal olarak yeniden belirleyici bir
dinamik olmast da popiilizmin yiikseligsindeki psikolojik nedenselliklerden
biridir. Popiilizm ve popiilist hareketler, ozellikle Bati’da liberal demokrasinin
elitizm ve biirokratik hegemonyaya yonelmesi ve mesrulugunu kaybetmesiyle
ilgili goriinmektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: popiilizm, otekilik, duygular, duygusal sermaye, ontolojik
givenlik.

INTRODUCTION

Psycho-political concepts such as security and dignity have played substantial
roles in practical politics for the past few decades (Sirin, Valentino, Villalobos,
2021: 3; Ditto, Rodriguez, 2021: 28; Forgas and Crano, 2021). For example,
when Trump talks about building a wall for the argument of security, he
sloganises “Make America Great Again” for his reputation. This example of
policy rhetoric is an emotional state for Americans to restore lost dignity and
prestige for the globe and bring security concerns to the fore. Also, the
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emergence of similar policies in real politics in Europe is a cue that security and
dignity policies are on the rise and that these policies exist within a particular
global trend dimension. It would be meaningful to evaluate the process of
leaving the EU in Britain, the change in the social structure of post-industrial
Britain with the policies of free movement of labour, and the psychological
reaction that justified the loss of “UK old dignity” by turning into a social
psychological trauma in the society (Brubaker, 2017: 359). It is another fact
that these political reactions gradually have gained strength and have come into
power worldwide. Likewise, the same policymaking has emerged in Poland. It
would be meaningful to read the desire of the Polish Law and Justice Party to be
brought to power by the people to purify its Catholic heritage and traditionalism
from the corruption of the former communist regime and to belong to NATO as
a psychological restoration of dignity (Richards, 2019: 45; Manners, 2021:
197). These examples support the argument that social and political traumas
revive populism as a new way of making politics. In this context, in terms of
political science and its advanced readings, the practical and theoretical
psychologic impact on politics is as effective and substantial as in other fields
such as economy, military, commercial, and social. At the same time, it is
sayable that these examples are one-by-one reactions to the degeneration and
disregard of traditional and cultural codes of societies by the Enlightenment and
modernism.

Therefore, as states Richards (2019: 49), analyzing the political consequences
of populism for its psychological reasons is effective both in understanding the
political impacts of emotions and emotional capital, which is a type of human
capital and in explaining the psychological effect resulting from increased
elected victories or traumas in the political breakdowns of contemporary events.
Because of this, real politics is going through emotional transformations
especially actual global phenomena and events.

This study explores the psycho-political reasons behind the global rise of
populism, a contemporary phenomenon. The research question of this study is
what the psycho-political reasons for the emergence of the populism concept. A
further objective of the study is to undertake a comparative analysis of right-
wing and left-wing populism. Thus, the base assumption of the study is that
populism is a socio-psychological and political psychological reaction of
societies to the destruction of traditions and culture caused by modernization
and globalization.

The research uses group psychology, mass psychology, large group psychology,
belonging-otherness psychology, and emotions theories and concepts of social
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psychology and political psychology. The study tries to explain the political-
psychological reasons as much as the economic and social reasons for the
conception of populism and discusses the distinctive features of Right and Left
Populism comparatively.

I. THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK: CONCEPT OF POPULISM AND
THEORIES OF POPULISM

Populism, contrary to the rights-based individualist approach of democracy, is a
radical collectivist ideological understanding with sociological, psychological
and political “walls” (Sirin et al., 2021: 7; Forgas and Crano, 2021: 36;
Brubaker, 2017: 360). While liberal democracy promotes the humane and
autonomous side of the enlightenment, populism fundamentally opposes this
conceptualization and feeds on the romanticism of the collective society.
Populism does not recognize a liberal or free space for the individual and makes
her/him the object of the group to which she/he belongs. Despite the polyphonic
and pluralistic principles of democracy, populism links with moral absolutism,
monism, and collectivism.

The concept of populism is influenced by several social, psychological and
political factors. A plethora of definitions have been proposed to explicate the
concept of populism. While some descriptions define the concept as the
reflection of demography, rhetoric and rhetoric in the people, for some,
populism sees as the result of the corruption of bureaucratic elites, and
institutions, namely democracy (Forgas and Crano, 2021: 77). According to
another definition, populism originates from manipulating empathy towards the
in-group rather than the out-group (Sirin et al., 2021: 9-11). When we look at
the real-politic plane in the world, it can be said that the interpretations that look
at the concept from different angles are complementary to each other
(McDermott, 2004: 36-37). Because democracy is both the result of a vertical
social relationship starting from the demos and it exists with political elites and
institutions (Moffitt, 2016: 36). Also, democracy is both the result of a vertical
social relationship starting from the demos and it exists with political elites and
institutions (Held, 1995: 11). Therefore, instead of looking to blame for the
emergence of populism, it is essential to evaluate both the social dynamics of
the causes of the decline of democracies and the evidence of the corruption of
political elites and institutions. In other words, to examine the background of
populism that threatens liberal, pluralistic and cosmopolitan democracy, it is
beneficial to understand the psychological dynamics of the process from the
grassroots to the political elite.
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Populism, as Forgas and Crano (2021: 9); De Blasio and Sorice (2018: 7) state,
is an ideology of collectivism and a form of fundamental opposition to and
challenge to reform, renaissance, enlightenment, and humanism. In a typical
populist democracy, political elites or institutions are excluded by populist
leaders. Also, they are humiliated by populist movements. Economic crises,
social changes and all-natural or human disasters are the factors that affect the
emotional capital of the individual. Drawing upon the findings of political
psychology studies, it can be posited that such events and phenomena have the
capacity to engender a range of emotional responses, including anxiety,
empathy, uncertainty, and frustration, among others. These sentiments can be
transformed into feelings of resentment and anger, particularly fear. Thus, the
widespread rise of populism in this era is neither accidental nor surprising. In
this context, the emotions of society can easily be manipulated in the age of
globalization, where speed gains importance and technical and technological
moves are the principal determinant of human life.

ILA. THE FUNCTIONALITY OF TRANSFORMATION OF FEAR AND
ANXIETY INTO ANGER IN TERMS OF POPULISM

Many types of populism can be said to be associated with the presence of
narcissism. According to Volkan (2014b: 47-48), who developed the theories of
Freud (1955: 24) in politic-psychology, narcissism can be the subject of politic-
psychological investment. In leader and personality psychologies, narcissism
has a pragmatic and conciliatory aspect as well as a traumatic and destructive
aspect (Volkan, 2001: 81-82; Houghton, 2014: 79). Conciliatory narcissism is
democratic, while malignant narcissism is autocratic or radical populist (Arditi,
2005: 95). One of the two types of narcissism, malignant (traumatic) narcissism
is common in extreme, ethnic and racist forms of populism, especially
nationalist populism in today's world.

The concept of malignant (traumatic) narcissism is instinctive and is an
emotional state that increases with anger. As Sirin et al. (2021: 19) emphasized,
the rise of populist movements in the contemporary political plane is related to
the manipulation of the psychological investments of the crew in their self-
esteem. This phenomenon, which kneads itself with the concept of unification
that takes place in an idealized thought, and which corresponds to the
disappearance of the subject in the national body, is also related to the notions
of post-truth politics. Malignant (traumatic) narcissism, in the political context,
is a state of defence and the continuous operation of a defence mechanism
against the humiliation, isolation and extinction that a nation may encounter
(Volkan 2014a: 47). However, this state of defence can turn into a state of sway,

10
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differing from person to person and from subject to subject; because the threats
attributed to the nation are integrated with the threats directed at them in the
subconscious of the individuals. This state of unification causes the subject and
the individual to mentally unite with the concept of nation and body, and
national threat perceptions become reflections of the threats directed against the
subject and the individual.

The anxiety experienced by the individual by integrating with the national
identity can become the main feeder of left and right populism examples. Left
populism is powered by the psychological envisioning of individual material
and economic concerns in a national body. Individuals need to feel their
economic-based issues in the national political arena. This situation feeds left
populism psycho-politically. There is a danger that left populism by financial
issues may turn into hostility towards production and economic concern and
even violence as it radicalizes.

Secondly, once the need for a safe shelter, a secure homeland and a pure place
is seen as belonging only to oneself and those who are like oneself, this housing
right can be associated with blood and lineage with the effect of feelings of fear
and anxiety, and openly give rise to right-wing populism. In this way, it
expresses a populist nationalism and racism that feeds on narcissism (Volkan,
2001: 84; Decker, 2008: 122). This dangerous possibility of the understanding
of purity shows itself when the anxiety of being homeless is integrated with the
perception of distrust and humiliation of the other. Similarly, as Kinnvall (2002:
81) states, the perpetual division of extremist or radical groups within
themselves stems from the eternal belief in the impossible that the trusted object
ensures security. This state is a phenomenon that fosters authoritarian and right-
wing populism types. In this context, in terms of political psychology, the
radicalization of the left and right of populism poses a threat to democracy as
much as a predisposition to violence and terrorism. For example, the increasing
Islamophobia and the rising extreme populist right in Europe have harmed the
social peace of Europe, the Middle East, Asia and of course the world
community.

Populism is not inherently universal and is limited to the national scope.
However, language has powerful tools like imagery and symbols universally
define national identity. Expressions such as “homeland” or “father state” are
symbolic expressions that carry meaning and purpose and contain imagination.
It is seen able that these two expressions can easily be used by nationalist
populism today. It is also a fact that these two expressions, found in almost
every language, can be used by nationalist populism as a politic-psychological

11
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strategy. The association of such concepts of nation, state and authority with the
notions of parent and family is meaningful in this respect (Richards, 2019: 61).
Populism, which blesses the state with the perception of economics or security,
can often be used to propagate the protective, and helpful impulse of the family
and the parent in the psychology of the individual. It is a fact that unhealthy
obedience, admiration, and aggression create a socio-psychological
environment that fosters dangerous consequences in political psychology and
the sociology of narcissism. Symbolizing the parents and the family means that
protecting the state would be identified with protecting the parents and increase
the emotional load intensifying with economic populism and nationalist
populism, making it a propaganda power (Erisen, 2018: 35). This phenomenon
not only emerges in times of war but also manifests itself in populist
movements in contemporary politics. Narcissism can be associated with a
political ideology or an ideal concept such as nationalism, especially in social
structures that have styles of making politics based on violence and fear. The
feeling of fear, shyness, opposition or guilt in the relationship and
communication with the parents corresponds to the problematic state of
nationalism in the connection to the state or nationality in political psychology.

The cognitive and psychological perception of the concept of a nation as a
family or a parent has remained a practice of the past century that keeps itself
alive symbolically in instruments such as the anthem (Sherif, 1936: 122).
However, family is also substantial psychologically, sociologically and
politically as it is the source of emotional capital of individuals. Protection, care
and shelter are not only symbolized by the family but also a part of the bond
that the individual forms with the nation and the nation to which belong of the
individual (Houghton, 2014: 81). Similarly, as a response to the need for
addiction, the nation is both a protective object and an inclusive and
encompassing psychological symbol. It is a fact that the concepts of parent and
family are objectified in the political arena with the notion of nation,
corresponding to needs like security and honour as much as the need for loyalty.
Today the need for nation and nation-state has not decreased in the world where
almost every object and product are globalized (Surowiecki, 2004: 33). Also,
nations with many official languages experience conflicts and contradictions
within themselves compared to those with only one official language. Since
similarities are the tools that hold people together and explain recognition and
identification, they naturally form the psychological infrastructure of the
concept of a nation.

12
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I.B. THE INTENSITY OF IN-GROUP EMPATHY AND LACK OF OUT-
GROUP EMPATHY

As posited by Sirin et al. (2021: 23), the escalation in populism, particularly that
of a right-wing nature, can be attributed to the protective nature of empathy
within a group. This phenomenon is associated with chauvinist nationalism,
discrimination, and social exclusion. The fear based on social trust, which is
archaic, takes a form that excludes the difference by strengthening empathy
within the group. The impact and dynamics of in-group empathy are of
considerable importance in the strength of populism, chauvinist nationalism,
discrimination and univocal majority oppression in the contemporary world.
Since the first human society, fears of competition and exclusion have been
instrumental in the easy establishment of intragroup empathy in human
existence. Although not as effective as in-group empathy, out-group empathy is
a phenomenon that has emerged as a result of experience and social experiences
and has focused on being the voice of polyphony, democracy and pluralism.
Out-of-group empathy can process to prevent populism, nationalist chauvinism,
discrimination and racism. It has significant functions in terms of reducing the
traumatic effect of populism, which is a contemporary problem and motivating
to live together psychologically.

For instance, the rhetoric of Trump and his campaign to construct a border wall
between the United States and Mexico symbolises political issues, with the
potential to impact financial, economic, diplomatic, geographical, geological,
and environmental factors (Forgas and Crano, 2021: 46). In addition, Trump has
made this an unlawful discourse by directly blaming immigrants and refugees
for crimes that require severe legal sanctions, such as drug smuggling and
human trafficking (Sirin, 2021: 49). Therefore, in terms of populism, in-group
motivation is tolerably strong politically and can be used in any period.

Trump was so discursive in affinity with the concept of in-group empathy that
he even called the slogan “Blacks Live Matter” discriminatory and racist, and
He was pragmatic enough to argue that “it segregates whites” (Sirin, 2021: 58).
In addition, Trump is a robust populist example with enough populist
propaganda to sharpen discrimination in excluded different sections of society.
He also manipulated in-group empathy while using this discriminatory language
by using post-truth politics (Yilmaz and Geylani, 2021: 20). As a right-wing
populist, Trump is a leader who can develop a discourse against different
lifestyles, just like other autocratic and populist leaders (Sirin, 2021: 62). These
discourses pave the way for social crises and divisions.

13
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According to a study by Sirin et al. (2021: 77), Trump's political actions and
discourses have highlighted social polarization and separation based on
differences. In the research, significant decreases have been observed in the
values of empathy and tolerance towards Latinos and African Americans,
especially among white supporters of Trump.

The Trump era is an example of a provocative, divisive discourse and a
polarizing political plane. In the age of Trump, politics is full of rhetoric and
actions targeting all non-white Americans and all immigrants. Sometimes even
discrimination and racism have been committed against children (Sirin, 2021:
80). In this period, as politically avoiding empathy was a priority, there was also
the tragedy of the spread of discrimination. While Trump unwaveringly
conveyed to his supporters and voters that Latino and refugee children from
Mexico “are not his us children”, he was causing stereotyping of these children.
It served to spread this discriminatory perception not only in the US public and
practical politics but also in world public opinion. This period, which is also
sloganised as the “Trump Effect”, describes a period that exemplifies the
populist politics that builds the politics of division, separation and polarization
in society by using action and discourse together and causing it to spread to the
world. For example, Sirin et al. (2021: 91) underline that it is possible to see
threats of similar language in the mosque attack in New Zealand in March 2019.
Therefore, the role of actors like Trump is very effective in becoming a
dangerous psychological epidemic of populism and threatening
multiculturalism, polyphony and democracy around the globe.

In the Trump example, radical right-wing populism, reinforced by rhetoric of
“Building a Great” and “Building a Great America Again”, and phrases such as
“fugitive” and “criminal” developed for immigrants and refugees, and put into
practice with the “wall” policy, promoted democracy in many parts of the
world. So, populism has reached a position that can threaten human rights, the
rule of law and polyphony (Sirin, 2021: 93). Thus, the example of Trump using
anger and hatred as weapons against out-group empathy is empirically
meaningful. However, the antidote to in-group empathy is out-group empathy.

This process, whose effects are economic, has a structure based on
psychological foundations. According to the studies of Sirin et al. (2021: 94-95)
group empathy had a decisive impact on the Brexit process. The election victory
of Trump and Johnson and Brexit include substantial causes and consequences
in terms of social psychology and political psychology. It is remarkable that
countries with very different political dynamics, such as the USA and the
United Kingdom, have undergone similar processes. As can be seen, the
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conjuncture and political atmosphere in the world cause the development of
populism even in developed democratic countries. Those who voted for Trump
in the USA, Johnson in the UK, Orban in Hungary and Putin in Russia voted
with remarkably similar motivations and feelings. According to Sirin et al.,
(2021: 99-101), group empathy is a phenomenon, theory and approach that can
be evaluated in terms of understanding populism and the political processes of
populist leaders and can be claimed to be a source of motivation.

It is sayable that chauvinist nationalism and populism are supported not by
economic foundations but by psychological motivations such as the intensity of
security concerns and in-group empathy. In all populist movements, in-group
motivations and interests play a substantial role in the political and
psychological discourse (Sirin, 2021: 103). In addition, it has been expressed in
many studies, situations and cases that the accusatory or stereotyping language,
discourse and actions against refugees periodically or historically do not have a
practical and factual counterpart. Another factor that proves this theory is that
multicultural groups or communities with high out-group empathy have low
criminality (Sirin, 2021: 109). Therefore, it is sayable that populism in all of
world politics by chauvinist nationalism and post-truths strengthened by
perceptual and traumatic foundations, not factual ones. These extremely radical
populist movements, which benefit from the lack of empathy, include the
strategic mistakes of the left and liberal parties but are also related to the
inability of political leaders and elites to contribute to the development of out-
group empathy in society.

I.C. ABSOLUTE MORALITY INSTEAD OF THE CONCEPT OF
RIGHTS

As Ditto and Rodriguez (2021:11) emphasized, the essence of practical politics
is about mobilization. But populism is a form of policymaking that focuses on
mobilizing morality. Populist movements do not hesitate to use incontrovertible
moral values as a political strategy. Strong emotional language and discourse
are powered weapons of populism. So, morality is a functional and pragmatic
method for populism.

For instance, sociological grievance is a moral phenomenon. This moral fact
constitutes one of the foundations of populism (Richards, 2019: 64; Fassin,
2018: 72; Laclau, 2018: 26). There is a deep relationship between complaining
and the psychology of populism. Since it is impossible to discuss morals, the
transformation of judgments such as “good”, “truth”, and “morality” into
normative form is a paradoxical advantage of moral-based teachings such as
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positivism. Sociological grievance is a tool that corrupts populism and increases
the perception of crisis in social issues. So, populist movements have a
normative characteristic that pragmatically benefits from the principle of
unguestioning morality.

I1. DESTRUCTION OF EMOTIONAL CAPITAL AND EMOTIONS

Emotional capital is a concept of psychological that reflects emotions and
concepts like trust, dignity, belonging, otherness, and tolerance in society and
political practice (Richards, 2019:67). “Emotional capital” turns into trauma or
triumph consequent on social psychological investments. If mass practices their
“emotional capital” for living together, this turns into social reconciliation and
victory, and if they practice a divisive and confrontational investment in
language, discourse and action, it turns into trauma. Social psychological
triumphs depend on everyone's tolerance and trust in the non-self and making a
social contract. Social traumas are also the results of intolerance and distrust
and the psychological investment of a segregationist understanding (Laclau,
2018: 41; Volkan, 2001: 87). The first is the form of political resolution and is a
psychological projection of political science's conceptualization of consensus,
consent, and contract. Secondly, the reverse destruction of emotional capital and
its reversal in a discriminatory, angry, aggressive and vengeful manner indicates
the insolubility of the political institution and authority and social disintegration
(Erisen, 2018: 44). This politic-psychological dynamic plays a substantial role
in national and international policy-making processes. However, in today's
national and international politics, ethnic nationalism is a constant threat due to
the possibility of destroying the feelings such as social trust and honour and
creating traumas, but citizenship-based nationalism; should be emphasized that
it is a basic need as long as liberal democracy, the rule of law and universal
legal codes do not erode these feelings. In this context, it needs to be
emphasized that the concepts of human dignity or national dignity are not only
legal concepts but also a substantial part of emotional capital and a
psychological concept that open the door to peace or war.

However, the existence of ongoing violence or terrorist attacks may affect this
function of reconciliation and resolving social crises, by stoking using the
feeling of anger and thus fueling the deadlock (McDermott, 2004: 55-56). This
destruction can be a substantial reason for the non-functional of social and
emotional capital for many years or generations. The reason is that political and
social problems have come to a deadlock, the political institution has become
dysfunctional, and the public has lost their trust. In other words, the existence of
any traumatic event or phenomenon like violence, terrorism and war is a
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psychological factor that escalates right-wing populism and nationalism.
Therefore, traumatic events cause more traumatic events in social psychology
and this is a phenomenon that turns into a vicious circle.

Therefore, it is sayable that the movements against globalization and its
consequences came to power in all the national states about 15-20 years after
9/11 attacks by referring to national identities. In other words, the emergence
and strengthening of counter-movements of globalization in a short time and the
transfer of these movements to power in many states do not seem to be a
coincidence when considered in social psychology and political psychology.
Economic globalization, which is always present in crises, causes societies to
withdraw into themselves and cling to their national identities in times of crisis
(Volkan, 2014a: 55). Despite economic globalization, social, cultural and
psychological integration carries the danger of being dragged into an impasse,
which cannot be resolved, as borders are a psychological barrier. The main
reason for this problem should be sought in the destruction of traditional and
cultural values by enlightenment and modernization and its socio-psychological
consequences. The efforts of enlightenment and modernism to standardize
urban people and the acceleration of this effort with globalization have
produced new oppositions in socio-psychological and political psychological
views. As can be seen, the institution of democracy in the West seems to have
entered a significant crisis through the denial of differences. When examining
the example of Trump and its counterparts in Europe, it is seen that the
weakness of out-group empathy produces populism that includes xenophobia,
divisiveness, Islamophobia and racism.

I11. CHARACTERISTICS AND COMPARISON OF CONTEMPORARY
RIGHT AND LEFT POPULISM

Right populists try to gather votes with the perception of security, while left
populists with the perception of an economic guarantor. While right populism
feeds on anti-refugee sentiment, left populism feeds on unemployment and
financial concerns (Laclau, 2018: 54; Moffitt, 2016: 54-56; Mouffe, 2019: 52).
These populism types of motivations are based on the process of social
psychology and political psychology. In other words, left and right populism
widely are effected emotional statements. Firstly, right-wing populism fuels the
rapid change of cultures by globalization, while left-wing populism feeds on
dynamics such as unemployment and low income, which globalization
temporarily causes during periods of economic recession, recession and
stagflation. While left-wing populism emerges in short-term economic
confidence crises, right-wing populism exists with social problems such as rapid
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cultural changes and immigration issues (Mouffe, 2005: 57; March, 2017: 287).
While left-wing populism is gaining strength and rapidly gaining mass as it
develops a policy on economic distress and tends to collapse more quickly,
right-wing populism is a much more fundamental, permanent and hard-to-
destroy movement because it strengthens by emphasizing cultural elements such
as nationalism, sociological and religious differences. The right populism has a
psychology fueled by needs, demands and expectations based on psychological
foundations such as security and reputation (Decker, 2008: 125). Left populism,
on the other hand, receives support from the psychological comfort zone
brought by short-term economic relief that isn't based on economic rationale.
Left populism is on the rise during terms of inflation, recession and stagflation.
In this way, left populism tries to get stronger with a psychological return based
on economic foundations. In terms of maintaining power, left-wing populist
politics is short-lived and temporary, as it can be difficult to maintain its
economic discourse in the medium and long term. Since right populist politics
are evolved with cultural codes in the society or the world, its collapse would be
long-term. While left-wing populism harms society economically and indirectly
causes economic trauma, right-wing populism has a more damaging function in
social psychology and political psychology, as it can sometimes feed on
polarization, separation and even racism. Thus, the motivation of populist
movements links to the loss of belief that elites and institutions can solve
contemporary and universal problems. The drop of this belief paves the way for
the emergence of populist movements, and the trend shows that populism can
into a permanent process.

CONCLUSION

The first thing that has been accepted as legitimate since the emergence of the
modern democratic state order is legality and the rule of law. In the psychology
of politics, the law also represents an externalized authority. The law with
traditional, patriarchal and punitive mechanisms, but therewithal gives a sense
of security and protection; It is the externalized form of the superego.

In addition, just like parental authority, legal authority has two different
breakdowns, which can cause emotional confusion to the individual. Not only
can be used the monopoly of using force, which is legitimate and legal, to keep
its citizens in peace and prosperity but also, legitimacy crises may arise with the
abuse of this power. Therefore, in the psychology of politics, authority is in a
structure that is prone to be broken on both sides, and the determinant of this
situation is how much this authority is legally limited. In the face of these two
aspects of the concept, societies become ‘“adults” if they manage to draw
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political authorization within legitimate limits, just like the adolescence period
of the individual. It is sayable that the theory of democracy finds a response in
practice if societies learn to live together through contracts and take this issue of
political authority into the legitimate field.

The authority crisis of the modern world has turned into a global problem with
populism. As a current threat to pluralism, coexistence, democracy and
multicultural structure, populism causes crises and traumas in political
psychology and political economy. With the prominence of in-group empathy
and the exclusion of out-of-group empathy processes, many political, economic
and sociological problems that have already existed, have both become
complicated with the rise of populism and leave the new knotted issues in the
arms of real politics in the world. In addition, the fact that globalization is open
to the rapid and rapid expansion and growth process provides significant gains
for some, while it is a very traumatic and humanely humiliating process for
others. For this reason, it can be noted that all social traumas can support radical
movements. It is seen able that the increase in corruption traumas infiltrating
individual, social, institutional and all layers in the world, when evaluated both
based on social sciences and psychologically, does not create global risks such
as populism that cause deadlocked and destructive and traumatic consequences.
Of course, the share of institutions, political elites, the political establishment
and politicians in this corruption is inevitable, but the issue is more systematic
than this and is related to the deterioration of the structure of the demos. In
other words, it is indisputable that all layers of society, from the public to the
political elite, have a share in a global phenomenon such as populism. It can be
said that populism, which is the opposite of corrupt democratic institutions, also
poses a threat of corruption.

It is a fact that the twenty-first century is a populist era and that the driving
force and dynamism of politics is populism. However, the types of corrupt
populism that emerge along with psychological damage contain possible
dangers that could threaten the coexistence of societies. For example, while
corrupt right-wing populism is a threat to pluralism, corrupt left-wing populism
carries the danger of destroying social peace by causing economic disruptions.
The conflict between globalization and its opposition creates a socio-
psychological and political psychological process in societies, giving rise to
degenerate types of populism. Every modernist intervention into the affiliations
and cultural values of individuals and societies increases the degenerating
psychological effect of populism. The economic, social and political destruction
created is also psychologically based and transforms real politics, social
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relations, international relations and the world into the psychology of
segregationist, racist and unhealthy populist forms, not the form of coexistence
and democracy. Considering the close relationship of all past high human
civilizations with cosmopolitanism, overcoming the populism crisis seems
psychologically possible by returning to the theory and practice of democracy,
multiculturalism and cosmopolitanism.
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TURKIYE’DEKI SiYASIi PARTI LIDERLERININ SURIYELI IMGESI
(2010-2023)

Siileyman Bahgivan”

Oz: Tarih boyunca kuraklik, deprem, savas gibi nedenlerle birgok go¢ yasanmis
ve yasanmaktadir. Gogler bazen sosyal, siyasal, ekonomik ve kiiltiirel iligkilerin
gelismesini saglarken, bazen de bu alanlarda birtakim sorunlarin ¢ikmasina neden
olabilmektedir. 2011°de Suriye’de baglayan i¢ savas ile birlikte Suriye’den
milyonlarca kisi iilkeyi terk ederek, ¢esitli umutlarla bagka iilkelere dogru akin
etmislerdir. Go¢ edilen iilkelerden biri olan Tiirkiye’ye bu siirecte yaklagik dort
milyon kisi gelmistir. Belli bir siireden sonra halkin bir kesimi ve bazi siyasi
partiler Suriyelilerin tekrar {ilkelerine gitmelerini gerektigini savunurken, belli bir
kesim ve siyasi partiler de Suriye’de hala i¢ savas siirerken geri gitmelerinin
dogru olmadigim1 savunmaktadirlar. Uluslararas1 siyasette kisi, grup veya
devletleri degerlendirme ¢aligmalariyla birlikte “imge kurami” gibi birgok kuram
ortaya ¢ikmistir. Imge kurami genel olarak kisi veya toplumu kabiliyet ve kiiltiir
acisindan degerlendirmekte ve bu degerlendirme sonucunu miittefik, diigman ve
somiirge gibi kavramlarla aciklamaktadir. Bu kapsamda Adalet ve Kalkinma
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Partisi, Cumhuriyet Halk Partisi, Milliyetci Hareket Partisi, IYI Parti, Halklarin
Demokratik Partisi, Gelecek Partisi ve Zafer Partisi olmak {izere Tiirkiye’deki
yedi siyasi parti liderlerinin resmi “X” (Twitter) hesaplar igerik analizi
yOntemine tabi tutularak, Suriyelilere karsi tutumlari “imge kurami” ¢ergevesinde
ele alimmaya calistimistir. Ornegin Recep Tayyip Erdogan’in, Esed’e karsi
haydut, Suriye halkina kars1 ise dost ve miittefik; Umit Ozdag’m ise Esed’e kars1
dost, Suriye halkina kars1 ise diisman imgesine sahip oldugu sdylenebilir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: imge Kuram, Tiirkiye’de Siyasi Parti Liderleri, Suriyeliler,
I¢ Savas, Miilteci

Image of Syrian According to Political Party Leaders in Tiirkiye (2010-2023)

Abstact: Throughout history, there have been and are many migrations due to
reasons such as drought, earthquake and war. While migrations sometimes lead
to the development of social, political, economic and cultural relations, they
sometimes cause problems in these areas. With the civil war that started in Syria
in 2011, millions of people from Syria left the country and migrated to other
countries with various hopes. Approximately four million people came to Turkiye,
which is one of the countries of migration, in this process. After a certain period
of time, a certain segment of the public and some political parties argue that
Syrians should go back to their country, while a certain segment and political
parties argue that it is not right for them to go back while the civil war is still
ongoing in Syria. In international politics, many theories such as "image theory"
have emerged with the efforts to evaluate individuals, groups or states. Image
theory generally evaluates a person or society in terms of capability and culture
and explains the results of this evaluation with concepts such as ally, enemy and
colonial. In this context, the official "X" (Twitter) accounts of the leaders of seven
political parties in Turkiye, namely the Justice and Development Party, the
Republican People's Party, the Nationalist Movement Party, the IYI Party, the
Peoples' Democratic Party, the Future Party and the Victory Party, were
subjected to content analysis and their attitudes towards Syrians were analyzed
within the framework of "image theory". For instance, it can be said that Recep
Tayyip Erdogan has a rogue image towards Assad and a friend and ally image
towards the Syrian people, while Umit Ozdag has a friend image towards Assad
and an enemy image towards the Syrian people.

Keywords: Imagine Theory, Political Party Leaders in Turkiye, People of Syria,
Civil War, Refugee
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GIRIS
Gilinlimiizde ¢ok kiiltiirliiliik, ¢esitlilik, kiiltiirel farkliliklar, kiiltiirlerarasi iligkiler
gibi kavramlar sikca giindeme gelmekte ve tartisilmaktadirlar. Bu kavramlar
etnik, dini, yas, koken, renk ve cinsiyet gibi siniflandirmalar ¢ergevesinde ele
alinip, bazilarinca olumlu bazilarmca da olumsuz bir anlamda
kullanilabilmektedirler. Hoggorii ve esitlige biiylik 6nem veren toplumlarda bile
cok kiilttrliliik ve kiiltiirel farkliliklar gibi durumlar bir¢ok sorunun kaynagi
olarak goriilebilmektedir (Devos, 2014: 2). Ayrimcilik, 6n yargi, soykirim ve ig
savas gibi olumsuz durumlar genellikle ¢ok kiiltiirlii toplumlarin birbirlerine kars1
tahammiil gosterememeleri veya haksizlik yapilmalart sonucu ortaya
cikmaktadir. Bu tiir olumsuz durumlarin engellenmesi i¢cin hem uluslararasi
diizeyde hem de ulusal diizeyde g¢esitli hukuki ve siyasi mekanizmalar
olusturulmustur. Ama yine de istenmeyen durumlar ¢cokca meydana gelmektedir.

Birgok akademisyenin c¢aligmalari sonucu, gelistirilen teknik ve ydntemlerle
silahli catigmalar, gogmenlik, din 6zgiirliigii gibi konularda bilgi sahibi olmay1 ve
olaylar1 anlamamiz da 6nemli rol oynadi (Devos, 2014: 3). Bu yontemlerden biri
de imge kurami olmustur.

I IMGE KURAMI

Insanlarin diinyay ve insan dogasini anlama gabas1 insanlik tarihi kadar eskidir.
Eski ¢aglardan beri bu konularda gesitli teoriler ortaya atilmistir. Kimileri insan
dogasini olumlu goriirken kimileri olumsuz gérmiistiir. Kimilerince toplumlarda
yasanan baski ve siddet arzusu, 6nyargi, irk¢ilik vb. davraniglar dogustan gelen
egilimlere bagliyken, kimilerine gore de bu tiir davraniglar c¢evreden
kaynaklanmaktadir (Houghton, 2014). Her iki durumda da insanlar, baskalarini
bir sekilde degerlendirmektedir. Bu degerlendirmeler yapilirken bazi dnyargilara
sahip olunabilmektedir. Yapilan degerlendirmeler sonucunda belli kalip yargilar
veya kategoriler olusabilmektedir.

Anlama, kontrol etme, aidiyet ve kendini gelistirme gibi bir dizi motivasyon veya
hedefin basmakalip yargilar1 ve gruplar aras1 6nyargilar etkiledigi goriilmiistiir
(Dovidio, 2010). Kategori, kalipyargi veya imgeler dogrudan anlasilir ve
psikolojik acidan hosa giden agiklamalar sunan apriori yapilar olduklarindan,
insanlarm belli davraniglar1 veya olaylar1 anladiklarini hissettirmelerini saglarlar
(Neuberg & Fiske, 1987; Weary vd., 2001). Belli bir birey, grup veya devletten
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iistiin olduklarim diistinen kisiler, gérece bagimli, giigsiiz veya zayiflar olanlari
daha fazla kliselestirme egiliminde olabilmektedirler. Ozellikle baskalarini
kontrol etme bagmml, zayif ve giligsiiz durumda olanlarin {izerinde
kategorilestirmeye olan egilimi daha da artirir (Fiske, 1993; Devos, 2014: 10).
Ayni zamanda yaygin normlar, i¢inde bulunan durumun dogasi ve igerigine bagh
olarak gruplar arasindaki 6nyargi ve kalip yargilar artirabilir ya da azaltabilir.
Kalip yargilar ve tutumlar, grup etkinliklerine ve kisiler aras1 etkilesimlere kars1
bir hassasiyet tasirlar (Fiske & Von Hendy, 1992; Devos, 2014: 10). Insanlar
kendi benligini onarirken, yliceltirken veya kendilerine kars1 bir tehdit ihtimali
gordiiklerinde de kalip yargilara bagvurabilmektedirler. Bilhassa eger insanlar
olumlu bir imaja sahiplerse onu korumaya caligirlar. Boylece kendilerini
savunmaya ve olumsuz durumlar azaltmaya calisirlar (Govorun, Fuegen &
Payne, 2006; Devos, 2014: 10-11).

Insanlar her giin siirs1z denilebilecek kadar bilgi ile kargilasmaktadirlar. Bir nevi
bilgi bombardimanina maruz kalirlar. Zihin karsilagilan bu bilgileri biligsel bir
bigimde siniflandirilmaya caligir. Bilig, bilginin elde edilmesi, diizenlenmesi ve
kullanimiyla ilgili psikolojik siirecleri igeren bir kavramdir (Bullock &
Stallybrass, 1977: 109). Bilissel bir sekilde insanlar zihinsel bir iktisat yaparak
karsilagtiklar1  asir1  bilgiyi azaltmaya c¢aligirlar.  Siniflandirma  veya
kategorilestirme ile hangi bilgilerin 6nemli ya da hangilerinin degersiz olduklari
zihinsel iktisat yardimiyla daha 6nceden zihnimizde olusmus olan kategorilere
yiiklenir. Bu agidan bakildiginda insan davraniglar biiyiik dl¢iide ¢cevreden bilgi
secme, kodlama, depolama ve geri alma yontemleri tarafindan belirlenen "bilgi
islemcileri" olarak goriilebilirler (Larson, 1985: 22). Kisaca insanlar bilgileri bir
cesit siiflandirma, kategorilestirme veya imgeleme yoluyla anlamaya caligirlar.
Bu durum olay, durum veya davraniglar1 da kapsar. Bu kalip yargilar ényargilarin
da olugsmasimi saglayabilir.

Biligsel olarak ele alinan kategorilerin belirli ya da hazir bir tarifi
bulunmamaktadir. Kategorilere iligskin 6zellikler ya da nitelikler ile inanglar,
onlara yonelik deneyimlerle sekillenirler. Rosch’e gore kategori olusumunda iki
ilke sdz konusudur. Birincisine gore kategoriler, algilayana olabildigince az
zihinsel gayret ile gok fazla bilgi saglarlar. Ikincisi ise kategoriler insanlarm
iginde bulunduklar1 sosyal ve fiziksel ¢evrelere gore sekillenmektedirler. Boylece
kategoriler sayesinde insanlar, bir yandan ¢evresindeki diinyay1 anlamaya ve fark
etmeye ¢alisirlarken, diger yandan da insanlarin nesneler ile aralarindaki kiiciik
ve Onemsiz farkliliklar1 azaltmaya ¢aligirlar (Rosch, 1978; Cottam vd., 2016: 59).

Bilgilerin, tutum ve davraniglarin smiflandirilmasinda ¢esitli  kuramlar
gelistirilmis ve bunlardan bir tanesi de imge kuramudir. Imge kurami, insanlarm
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basgkalarin yargilarken veya degerlendirirken 6zellikle de siyasetgilerin diger
devletlere iligskin imgeleri ile bundan kaynaklanan davranislar1 arasindaki iliskiyi
inceleyen bir siyaset psikoloji yaklagimidir. Imgeler, bir iilkenin kiiltiirii, karar
verme sekilleri, imkan ve kabiliyetleri, niyetleri, tehdit ve firsat algilar1 hakkinda
bilgiler sunarlar. Baska bir iilkenin kiiltlirii degerlendirirken gelismisligine ve
kapsamliligina bakilarak bir yargida bulunulur. Kendi kiiltiiriimiiz ile baska bir
kiiltiir kiyaslanirken o kiiltiirlin asagi, esit veya iistiin olup olmadigina bakilir.
Imkan ve kabiliyetler degerlendirilirken, algilanan iilkenin askeri ve ekonomik
giict, siyasi istikrar ile etkin karar alma ve uygulayabilme derecesi gdz oniine
alinir. Siyasi karar vericilerin yaptiklar bir diger degerlendirme ise baska bir
iilkenin veya grubun niyetlerinin kotii veya tehdit edici ile iyi olup olmadigina
bakmaktir. Bunlarm yaninda baska grup veya devlet degerlendirirken tarihte
meydana gelmis olaylardan da yararlanilabilmektedir (Holsti, 1962; Herrmann,
1991; Shimko, 1991; Blanton, 1996, Schafer, 1997, Houghton, 2014: 137;
Cottam vd., 2016: 55).

Siyasal diinyay1 imgelerle analiz etme 1960’11 yillarda yapilan caligmalarla
gelismis ve artmistir. Ozellikle Alexander George ve Ole Holsti gibi kisiler bu
alanda oncii olmuslardir. Ik calismalar cogunlukla diisman ve miittefik gibi
kavramlarla agiklanmaya ¢alisilirken, daha sonra barbar, dejenere, somiirge gibi
kavramlar da ele alinmaya baslanmiglardir (Holsti, 1962; George, 1969). Imge
kurami, ¢ogunlukla bir kisi, grup veya devleti diisman, miittefik, haydut,
emperyal, somiirgeci (bagimli), barbar ve dejenere seklinde izah eder. Bu
imgeleri kisaca agiklamaya calisacagiz.

I.A. DUSMAN

Diisman olarak algilanan {ilke, kabiliyet ve kiiltiir acisindan esit goriliir.
Diigmanin u¢ noktas1 ise her seyi yapmaya niyetli olan seytanlastirilmis
diismandir. Diisman iilke, niyetleri bakimindan kotii ve tehlikelidir. Kiiglik bir
seckin grup tarafindan yonetilen bu diismana giivenilmez, onunla kurulan
iligkilerde dikkatli olunmasi gerekir. Diismana karsi kin, 6fke, diis kirikligi,
korku, kiskanglik, saygi ve gilivensizlik gibi karmasik duygular beslenebilir
(Holsti, 1962; Blanton, 1996; Cottam vd., 2016: 97).

L.LB. MUTTEFIiK

Miittefik olarak algilanan kisi, grup veya iilke kabiliyet ve kiiltlir bakimidan esit
goriiliir. Bunlarin niyetlerinin iyi oldugu varsayilir. Miittefik olarak algilananlar
genellikle giivenilir, is birligi ve anlagma yapilabilen durumundadirlar. Bu iilke,
grup veya kisiye karsi genellikle samimi ve dostane duygular beslenilir. Bu
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imgede algilanan iilkeden istisnai durumlar disinda herhangi bir tehlike veya
saldir1 beklenmez (Herrmann, 2013; Cottam vd., 2016: 97).

1.C. SOMURGE

Karar alicilar bir lilke hakkinda somiirge veya bagimli imgesine sahiplerse, o {ilke
ve halkim kabiliyet ve kiiltiir a¢isindan asag1 goriirler. Somiirge imgesi firsat
ihtimalinin oldugu durumlarda meydana gelir. Yani imge, asag1 olarak goriilen
bir iilke, yonetim veya grup tlizerinde kontrol saglamak icin bir firsat tespit
edildiginde ortaya cikar. Bu imgede, iizerinde firsat tespit edilen iilkenin halki
beceriksiz, gocuksu ve yozlagsmis olarak goriiliir. Bu tlilke ile uzlasilmaz. Ciinkii
cocuklarla uzlagilmaz, onlara neler yapmalar1 gerektigi soylenir, onlar da
sdyleneni yaparlar. Ulkenin siyasileri veya yoneticileri ise iki grupta
degerlendirirler. ilki somiirge sahibi olanlarla is birligi yapan, onlarla hareket
eden grup iken, ikincisi somiirgeye karsi ¢ikan, somiirgenin sona ermesi i¢in
miicadele eden gruptur. Somiirge imgesi bagimli imgesi ile ayn1 anlamda
kullanilabilmektedir. Ancak baz1 farkliliklarin olmasi nedeniyle galismamizda
ayri ele almayi tercih ettik. Cilinkii insanlarin aklina somiirge kavramindan ziyade
sOmiirgeci, yani isgalci devlet gelmektedir. Bagimli olma durumu ise diigmana
bagimli ve bize yani algilanan gruba kars1 olmak iizere iki sekilde gergeklesebilir.
Bagimli imge veya imaj1 baskalarmin rehberligi olmadan karar alamayan, bir
seyler basaramayan zayif, cocuksu, asagilik, beceriksiz ve yozlagmis gibi
ozelliklere sahip bir grubu cagristirir. Bagimli grup veya {ilke kiiltiir ve yetenek
acisindan asagi durumda goriiliir. Bu tarzda bir iilke esit olarak goriillmez ve
toplumu hor goriiliir (Cottam, 1994: 10-25).

I.D. BARBAR

Barbar olarak algilanan iilke, grup, kisi veya lider kabiliyet acisindan iistiin,
kiiltir bakimindan asagi, niyetleri agisindan ise saldirgan yani kotii goriiliir.
Kuvvetli bir tehdit olusturan barbar, kurnaz, karar yapist yekpare ve soykirim
dahil her tiirli zalimlikleri yapabilir. Barbara kars1 insanlar korku, tiksinme ve
0fke duygularina sahip olurlar (Cottam vd., 2016: 97; Leach, Bilali & Pagliaro,
2015).

LLE. EMPERYAL

Giliniimiizde somiirgeciligin yeni bir versiyonu olarak goriilen emperyal imgesi
19.yy’da oldukga yaygin bir durumdu. Emperyalist olarak goriilen iilke kiiltiir ve
kabiliyet acisindan iistiin konumdadir. Bu tarz bir iilkenin niyetleri iyi veya kotii
olabilir. Ancak her iki durumda da emperyalistler hdkim konumdadirlar ve onlara
direnmek ¢ok zordur. Insanlar emperyalist giiciin, sdmiirgelestirilen halklarmn
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kaynaklarim1 kendi ¢ikarlarma kullandiklarimi diistiniirler. Emperyalist giiclin
niyetlerine bagli olarak algilayan iilkedeki gruplarin bazilar1 emperyal giicii
desteklerken, bazilar1 da kars1 ¢ikabilmektedirler. Emperyalist giice kars1 halk
duruma gore ofke, korku, kiskanglik ve utang verici duygulara sahip olabilir
(Herrmann, 1985: 673-674; Cottam vd., 2016: 97).

LF. HAYDUT

Haydut imgesi kiiltlir ve kabiliyetleri acisindan asagi goriilmesinin yaninda
diisman tarafindan kontrol edilen, desteklenen ve diismana bagiml bir goriintii
verir. Haydut, niyetleri bakimindan ise oldukga kotii ve zarar vericidir. Haydut,
kotii bir tohum ve sorumsuz bir ¢ocuk gibidir. Onun igin haydut olanin
cezalandirilmasi gerekir. Haydut imgesinden genellikle tek bir kisi, devlet ya da
orgiit lideri sorumlu tutulur. Bu kisilerin ortadan kaldirilmasi ile sorunun
coziilecegi varsayilir (Leach, Bilali & Pagliaro, 2015).

I.G. DEJENERE

Dejenere, kiiltiir ve kabiliyet acgisindan gelismis olabilir ancak bu imgede,
dejenere olarak goriilen kisi veya grup fiziksel ve maddi haz arayisinda olan,
kendini begenmis, kendini gergeklestirme iradesinden yoksun, beceriksiz,
ahlaksiz, yozlasmis, liderlik yetenegi zayif, kafas1 karismis ve karar vermede
zorluk ¢ekme gibi olumsuz 6zelliklere sahiptir. Dejenere ile ilgili olarak hor
gdrme, tiksinme, 6tke ve nefret duygularina sahip olunabilir (Herrmann, 1985:
673-674; Cottam vd., 2016: 97) Tiirkiye’de dejenere imgesi genellikle kiiltiir
acisindan asagi, yozlagmis, ahlaki degerlerini kaybetmis olanlar kastetmek igin
kullanilir.

I.H. DOST VE MUHATAP

Imge kurami baska bir iilke, grup veya kisiyi, eger olumlu sekilde ele alacaksa
miittefik, aksi durumda diisman, barbar, haydut gibi imgelerle agiklamaktadir.
Tiirkiye gibi bir cografyada bu imgeler kisi, grup veya uluslararas iligkileri tam
olarak agiklayamamaktadir. Yukarida ele alinan imgelerin agiklayamadig1 bazi
durumlar dost ve muhatap imgeleri ile agiklanabilirler. Ingilizcede “ally” hem
miittefik hem de dost anlamlarma gelse de c¢ogunlukla miittefik anlaminda
kullanilmaktadir. Tiirk¢ede diisman imgesinin zit anlamlis1 miittefik degil, dost
kavramu ile agiklanir. Dost, sevilen, giiven duyulan, diismanin zidds, iyi anlasilan
kisi olarak goriilmektedir. Bir devletin miittefik olmas1 i¢in kabiliyet ve kiiltiir
bakimindan sizin iilkeniz ile esit durumda olmasi gerekir. Tersi bir durumda
miittefik olunmaz. Dost imgesi ise farklidir. Bir iilke kiiltiir ve kabiliyet agisindan
asag1 olsa bile dost goriilebilmektedir. Bir devlet hem miittefik hem de diismanca
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tutum, davranis veya niyetlere sahip olabilir. Ancak dost olarak goriilen bir
iilkede genellikle bdyle bir durum sdz degildir. Ornegin Tiirkiye, Yunanistan ile
NATO miittefikidir ancak sergiledikleri tutum ve davraniglar gogu zaman dostca
degildir. Azerbaycan ve Katar’in Tirkiye ile iliskileri dost imgesi ile
aciklanabilir. Azerbaycan ekonomik ve askeri kabiliyet agisindan Tiirkiye’den
asag goriiliirken, Katar ekonomik agidan iistiin goriilmektedir.

Ele aldigimiz muhatap olma durumu da dost imgesi ile benzer bir sekilde
aciklanabilir. Kavram olarak muhatap, kendisiyle konusulan, s6z sdylenilen kisi
demektir. Muhatap olunan kisi kiiltiir ve kabiliyet acisindan asagi veya esit
olabilir.  Gergeklesen bazi sartlardan dolayr muhatap ile gorisiillip, belli
konularda anlagsmaya varilmasi gerekir. Boyle bir kisinin niyetleri iyi veya kotii
olabilir. Bu imge ile ilgili ileride 6rnekler verilecektir.

II. GOC HAKKINDA BAZI KAVRAMLAR

Tiirkiye’de siyasiler ve halk tarafindan bilingli ve bilingsiz olmak iizere baska
iilkelerden tatil, egitim gibi nedenler disinda savas, kuraklik, ig vb. sebeplerle
gelenlere  yonelik olarak gdgmen, miilteci ve siginmact kavramlar
kullanilmaktadir. Bu kavramlar ulusal ve uluslararasi metinlerde yapilan
tanimlamalar asagidaki gibidir.

ILA. SIGINMACI

Sigimmaci, uluslararasi koruma arayan bir kisidir. Bireysellestirilmis prosediirlere
sahip iilkelerde, siginmaci, talebini sundugu iilke tarafindan heniiz nihai olarak
karara baglanmamis olan kisidir. Her miilteci baglangigta siginmaci olsa da her
siginmaci miilteci olarak kabul edilmeyebilir (UNHCR, 2006)

II.B. GOCMEN

Gogemen, varig iilkesi agisindan, kendi iilkesinden veya uyrugunda bulundugu
ikametgahindan farkl bir iilkeye tasinan ve tasindig1 veya varilan iilkenin yeni
olagan ikametgahi haline geldigi kisidir. Siire acisindan bakildiginda en az 1 yil
(12 ay) siireyle iilkesinden ayrilmis olmasi gereken bu kisi, uzun siireli gdgmen
olarak goriilmektedir. 3 ay ile bir yildan az siireli ikametgah degisiklikleri kisa
stireli gdgmen tanimui i¢ine almsalar da tatil, eglence, akraba ziyaretleri ve tedavi
gibi amaglarla yapilanlar bu kapsama dahil degillerdir. (UN DESA, 1998: 10).

II.C. MULTECI

Miilteci; 1k, milliyet, din, siyasi goriis veya belli bir sosyal gruba dahil olma gibi
hakli sebeplerden dolayr zuliim korkusu yasayan, iilkesinin diginda olan,
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yasayacagi zuliim nedeniyle iilkesine donemeyen ve gittigi tilkenin de vatandasi
olmayan kisidir (UN General Assembly, 1951).

Tiirkiye, Cenevre Sozlesmesine cografi ¢ekince koyarak, sadece Avrupa’dan
gelen kisileri miilteci, Avrupa tlkeleri disindan gelen ve sigmma talep eden
kimseleri “sartli miilteci” olarak tanmimlamaktadir. Tiirkiye, miilteci ya da sarth
miilteci siniflandirmasina girmeyen ancak sahsina yonelik ciddi tehdit, catigsma,
iskence ve 6liim gibi durumlarla karsilasacak kisilere ise “ikincil koruma” statiisii
verebilmektedir. Suriyeliler bu statiilere girmemektedirler. 2013 yilinda
Yabancilar ve Uluslararasi Koruma Kanunu ¢ikartilmig ve yeni bir statii
olusturulmustur. Kanun’un 91. Maddesinin 1. Fikras1 su sekildedir: “Ulkesinden
ayrilmaya zorlanmis, ayrildigi iilkeye geri donemeyen, acil ve gegici koruma
bulmak amaciyla kitlesel olarak sumirlarimiza gelen veya suirlarimizi gegen
yabancilara gegici koruma saglanabilir.”” Boylece Suriyelilere “gecici koruma”
statiisii verilmistir. Kanun’a gore Tiirkiye’de kesintisiz sekiz y1l ikamet eden ya
da Bakanligm belirledigi sartlar1 yerine getiren yabancilara siiresiz ikamet izni
verilebilir. Ancak miilteci, sarthh miilteci, ikincil koruma statii sahipleri ve insani
ikamet izni sahiplerine ve gegici koruma saglananlara uzun donem gecis izni
verilemez (Resmi Gazete, 2013). Cikarillan yasa, savasin bitmesi veya
iilkelerinden ¢ikma sebepleri ortadan kalktiginda Suriyelilerin geri gidecekleri
veya gonderilecekleri varsayilarak hazirlandigi sdylenebilir.

III. KISACA GOC LITERATURU

Gog¢ olgusunun tarihi ¢ok eskilere dayansa da gogiin uluslararasi diizeyde
sosyolojik olarak ele alinmasi 1980’11 yillardan itibaren baglamistir. Bu konuda
Myron Weiner, 1985'te yazdig1 "On International Migration and International
Relations" makalesiyle, uluslararasi iligkiler alaninda ve uluslararasi gog
konusundaki temel literatiire Onemli bir katki saglamistir. Weiner, bu
caligmasinda uluslararasi iligkilerdeki goce yonelik artan ilgiyi, gogiin ulusal
siirlar1 agan bir kriz olarak algilanmasina baglamaktadir (Weiner, 1985). Charles
Mitchell 1989 yilinda “International Migration, International Relations and
Foreign Policy”, adli ¢alismasinda gocii, uluslararasi iligkiler ve dig politika
konularindaki literatiirii inceleyerek, kiiresel sistemlerin paradigmalarinin nasil
uygulandigini, devletlerin gé¢men girig-¢ikis politikalarini ve gé¢ konusunda i¢
politika kararlarinin nasil sekillendigini 6ne ¢ikarmaya ¢aligmistir. Daha sonra bu
konulardaki ¢aligmalarda ciddi artis meydana gelmistir (Mitchell, 1989).

Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti kurulusunun ilk yillarindan bugiline kadar ciddi goclerle
kars1 karsiya kalmigtir. 1922-1938 arasinda Yunanistan'dan 384 bin, 1923-1945
arasinda Balkanlar'dan 800 bin, 1989'da Bulgaristan'dan 345 bin, 1992-1998
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arasinda Bosna'dan 20 bin, 1988 Halepce olaylar1 sonrasinda Irak'tan 52 bin,
1991'deki Birinci Korfez Savasi sonrasinda ise Irak'tan 467 bin kisi, 1999'da
Kosova'dan 18 bin, 2001'de Makedonya'dan 10 bin kisi olmak iizere ¢esitli
iilkelerden toplamda milyonlarca insan Tiirkiye'ye go¢ etmistir (Gog Idaresi
Genel Midiirligii, 2013, s. 10-11). 2011 Suriye i¢ savasi sonras1 Tirkiye’ye
yapilan kitlesel gogler arasinda en biiyligli ve en 6nemlisi olarak goriilmektedir.
Tim bu goglere ragmen Tiirkiye’de go¢ konusunda ciddi calismalar 2000
yillarma kadar yapilmamistir. Bu yillardan itibaren 6zellikle Suriyeli gocii
sonrasi, gd¢ konusunda Onemli c¢aligmalar yapilmis ve yapilmaya devam
etmektedir. Bu kapsamda “Gé¢ Dergisi”, Go¢ ve Iskan Arastirmalar: Dergisi”,
“Gog¢ Arastirmalart Dergisi” ve “Ortadogu ve Gég¢” gibi dergiler go¢ konusunda
faaliyet gostermektedirler. Ayrica birgok Go¢ Enstitiisii de kurulmus durumdadir.
Bu konuda yapilan giincel ¢aligmalardan bazilari ise sunlardir:

Oktay Tatlicioglu ve Hidir Apak'in 2018 yilinda “Suriyeliler Hakkinda Yapilan
Lisansiistii Tezler Uzerine Bir Inceleme” adinda gerceklestirdikleri galismada,
Suriyeliler hakkinda yazilan lisansiistii tezler incelenmistir. Bu arastirmada,
sadece doktora tezleriyle sinirh kalmayip, yliksek lisans ve tipta uzmanlik tezleri
de dahil olmak {izere genis bir yelpazede tezler degerlendirilmistir.
Caligmalarinin dikkat cekici bir bulgusu, Suriyelilerle ilgili lisanstistii tezlerin
cogunlugunun uluslararasi iligkiler boliimlerinde yazilmis olmasidir (Tatlicioglu,
& Apak, 2018).

Bekir Berat Ozipek’in 2018 yilinda ele aldigi Ekonomi Temelli Ayrimcilik ve
Onyargi Karsiti Argiimantasyona Katki: “Suriveli Siginmacilar ve Tiirkiye
Ekonomisi” Raporu adli ¢aligmasinda Tiirkiye’de Suriyelilere yonelik olusan
Onyargilart incelenmis ve Ozellikle bu onyargilarin olusmasindaki ekonomik
etkenler ve sonuglar belirlenmeye ¢alisilmigtir. Calismada elde edilen bulgular
arasinda ekonomik faktorlerin 6nyarginin olusmasinda etkili oldugu gortilmistiir
(Ozipek, 2018).

Elif Alkar ve Emin Atasoy'un 2020 yilinda yazdiklar1 "Tiirkiye'de Go¢ Uzerine
Yapilan Doktora Tezlerine Yonelik Bir Icerik Analizi” isimli ¢alismada, 1988-
2018 yillar1 arasinda Tiirkiye'deki iiniversitelerde tamamlanan go¢ konulu tiim
doktora tezleri detayli bir sekilde ele alinmistir. Bu ¢alismada, toplam 212
doktora tezinin, hangi iiniversitelerde yazildigi, hangi anabilim dallarinda yer
aldigy, tezlerin metodolojisi, drneklem biiylikliigii, konu alanlari, incelenen gog
tiirleri, tezlerin yazildig1 dil ve yazarlarin cinsiyetleri gibi gesitli faktorler dikkate
aliarak analiz edilmis ve degerlendirilmistir (Alkar, & Atasoy, 2020).
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Suay Nilhan Agikalin ve Nilay Neyisci'nin 2020'de yayimladiklar1 “4 Review Of
Graduate Dissertations on Migration in Turkey: 1967-2018” adli galigmada,
1967 ile 2018 yillar1 arasinda tamamlanmis doktora ve yiiksek lisans tezleri, go¢
konusuna odaklanarak 1235 tezi incelenmis ve tezlerin ¢ogunlukla sosyoloji ile
uluslararas: iligkiler alaninda yazildiklarimi belirmistir (Agikalin & Neyisci,
2020).

Derya Goger ve Ozgehan Senyuva'min 2021'de yaymmladiklar1 "Uluslararast
Iliskiler Disiplini ve Niteliksel Yontem: Tiirkive'de Go¢ Caligmalart” isimli
caligmalarinda, Suriyeli gogmenlerle ilgili uluslararasi iligkiler alaninda yazilmis
lisansiistii tezler ve makaleler, niteliksel arastirma yontemlerinin uluslararasi
iligkilerdeki kullanim1 agisindan analiz edilmistir. Yazarlar, Suriyelilerle ilgili
uluslararas1 iligkiler disiplininde yapilan c¢aligmalarin c¢ogunlukla sinir ve
giivenlik meselelerine yogunlagtigii ve bu caligmalarda genellikle nitel
aragtirma yoOntemlerinin tercih edildigini belirtmislerdir (Goger, & Senyuva,
2021).

Pmar Caglayan 2023 yilinda gergeklestirdigi "Uluslararast Iliskiler Disiplininde
Gé¢ Arastirmalar: Tiirkiye 'deki Doktora Tezleri Uzerine Bir Degerlendirme
(2000-2021)" ¢caligmasi kapsaminda 72 doktora tezini gog¢ ¢alismalarinin Tiirkiye
akademisindeki yerinin belirlemek amaciyla ele almis ve tez konularinin sinir
giivenligi, yabanci diigmanlig1 ve go¢ politikalar1 gibi konulara yogunlastigini
belirtmektedir (Caglayan, 2023)

Son yillarda Tiirkiye’de goc ve oOzellikle Suriyeli miiltecilerle ilgili ¢ok fazla
caligma yapilmaya baglanmistir. Ocak 2024 itibariyle Yok Tez’de sadece “gog”
kelimesinin aranmasi sonucu 3300’den fazla; “Suriyeli” kelimesiyle ise 1300
civarinda tez ¢ikmaktadir. Bu durum gé¢ olgusunun 6nemsenmeye baslandigi ve
buna yonelik ¢calismalara agirlik verdigini gostermektedir.

IV.  KISACA TURKIYE’NIN GOC POLITiKASI

Gegmigste oldugu gibi Osmanli Devleti’nin kurulusundan giiniimiize kadar bir¢ok
donemde insanlar bugiinkii Tiirkiye cografyasma gog¢ etmislerdir. Ispanya, Kirim,
Almanya, Avusturya ve Yunanistan gibi bir¢ok iilke veya bolgeden baski, ziiliim
gibi farkli nedenlerden dolayr Osmanli Imparatorlugu’na gogler yasanmustir.
Osmanli Imparatorlugu genellikle gd¢ almayr tesvik etmistir. Ornegin
Osmanli’nin son dénemlerinde yayinlanan bir kararnamede Sultana baglh olma
ve Imparatorlugun kanunlarina saygi gosteren Miislim veya gayrimiislim
herkesin Osmanli topraklarinda yasayabilecekleri belirtilmistir. Osmanli’da
goemenler normal diger vatandaslar gibi dini 6zgiirliikler de dahil serbest bir
sekilde yasadiklar1 kabul edilmektedir (Latif, 2002: 4). Bu donemlerde 1k fark:
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da gozetilmemistir. Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti’nin ilk donemlerine kadar bu boyle
devam etmistir. 1934 yilinda ¢ikarillan “Iskdn Kanunu” Tiirkiye’ye gog
edeceklerde bazi kriterler aramaya baslamistir. Tiirk irkindan olan ve Tiirkge
konusanlara direkt vatandaslik verilecegi, digerlerine ise Tiirklesmelerine
yonelik gesitli politikalar uygulanacagi kanunda belirtilmistir (Iskdn Kanunu,
1934). Uygulamada bu pek miimkiin olmasa da 1930’lu yillardan itibaren
miiltecilere yonelik bir milliyet¢i-irke1 tutum gelismeye baglamistir. 2006 yilinda
¢ikarilan 5543 sayili yeni “Iskdn Kanunu” da aym sekilde soy kriterine bagl bir
tanim gerceklestirmistir. Gogmen olarak adlandirilacak kisilerin Tiirk irkindan ve
Tiirkce kiiltiiriine bagl olmas: gerektigi kanunda belirtilmistir (Iskdn Kanunu,
2006). Yukarda degindigimiz gibi bu kosullar hi¢cbir donemde tam olarak
uygulanmamuistir. Birgok iilkeden ve farkli milletlerden insan Tiirkiye’ye kabul
edilmistir.

V. TURKIYE’DE TWITTER UZERINDEN SURIYELI
TARTISMASI

Birlikte yasamak sosyal bir ihtiyag olarak goriilmektedir. Birlikte yasayabilmenin
sart1 da insanlarin birbirleriyle iletisim kurmalaridir. Tletisim, ilk donemlerde yiiz
ylize gerceklesmekteydi. Daha sonralari uzak mesafedekilerle iletisimi kurmak
igin “ates duman1” kullanilmistir. Yazinin icat edilmesi ve kagidin bulunmasiyla
birlikte insanlar yazili olarak birbirleriyle iletisime ge¢gmeye baglamislardir. Bu
donemde “mektup” iletisimi saglamanin 6nemli bir araci haline gelmis ve bu
durum uzun siire devam etmistir. 18. ve 19.yy’da teknolojik alanda yasanan
onemli gelismelerle birlikte gazete ve dergi yaygmlagmistir. 20.yy’da radyo,
televizyon ve kismi olarak internet hayatin 6nemli bir pargasi haline gelmistir.
2l.yy’da ise gazete, dergi, radyo, televizyon vb. araclar internet ve uydu
araclariyla birlikte format degistirerek dijital hale gelmeye bagladilar. Artik
iletisim biiylik oranda internet aracilifiyla online olarak gerg¢eklesmektedir.

Giliniimiizde diinya niifusunun 6énemli bir kismi sosyal medyay: aktif bir sekilde
kullanmaktadir. We Are Social Ocak 2023 raporuna gore giinde 2 milyar 958
milyon kisi Facebook, 2 milyar 514 milyon kisi Youtube, 2 milyar kisi
WhatsApp, 2 milyar kisi Instagram, 1 milyar 51 milyon kisi Tik Tok, 556 milyon
kisi Twitter vb. sosyal medya uygulamalarini kullanmaktadirlar. Bu kullanicilar
aylik ortalama 20 saat sosyal medyada zaman gecirmektedirler (We Are Social,
2023). Saydigimiz sosyal medya platformlar1 arasinda Twitter’in kullanicisi az
olmasina ragmen digerlerine gore daha fazla siyasi bir nitelik tagimaktadir.
Ayrica diger sosyal medya platformlarinin eglence yan1 daha agir basarken,
Twitter daha resmi bir sekilde bilgi edinme, giindemi takip etme ve giindemi
belirleme kapasitesine sahiptir. Ozellikle Tiirkiye’de normal vatandaslarin yani
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sira nerdeyse her bir siyasetci, biirokrat veya devlet gorevlisinin bir resmi Twitter
hesab1 bulunmaktadir. Insanlar iletisim kurma, birbirlerini takip etme, paylasilan
gonderileri begenme, yorum yapma ve paylasma gibi eylemleri Twitter {izerinden
yapabilmektedirler. Siyasiler ise Twitter hesaplarindan fikir ve diislincelerini,
program ve planlarmi, vaatlerini kitlesine ve diger vatandaglarla
paylasabilmektedirler. =~ Twitter, Tiirkiye’de giindemi belirleyecek duruma
gelmistir. Artik olumlu goriilen eylem ve davranislarin yaninda olumsuz olarak
gorillen haksizlik, yolsuzluk gibi durumlar da Twitter’m glindemine
gelebilmektedir.

VI. AMAC VE KAPSAM

2010 yilinda Tunus’ta baglayan i¢ karnsikliklar kisa zamanda diger Arap
iilkelerine sigramis ve “Arap Bahari” olarak bilinen siireci baslatmigtir. Bu
stirecte Tunus, Libya ve Misir liderleri devrilmis, Suriye’nin bir boliimiinde de
halk ayaklanmalar1 baglamigti. 15 Mart 2011 tarihinde baglayan Suriye olaylar
2023 yilinda da varligini siirdiirmiistiir. Bu siire¢ iginde 13 milyondan fazla insan
ya lilkeyi terk etti ya da iilke icinde yer degistirdi (UNHCR, 2022). Bu
insanlardan yaklasik 7 milyonu Suriye sinirlar1 digina go¢ etmis durumdadir. Bu
siiregte resmi olarak Tiirkiye 3,6 milyon 830 bin, Urdiin 675 bin, Almanya 664
bin, Irak 260 bin civarinda miilteciyi konuk etmistir (Statista, 2023). Bu iilkeler
arasinda en fazla miilteciye ev sahipligi yapan iilke, Tiirkiye olmustur. Bu resmi
rakamlarin yaninda kayith olmayan ¢ok sayida Suriyelinin de oldugu ¢okca
tartisilmaktadir.

Tiirkiye’deki insanlarin bazilari dil, 1k, kiiltiir ve ekonomi gibi sebeplerden
dolay1 Suriyeleri istemezken, bazilar1 da din, insaniyet, komsuluk ve yine kiiltiir
gibi nedenlerden dolay1 Suriyelilere sahip ¢ikmaktadirlar. Bazi politikacilar
neredeyse tiim siyasi soylemlerini Suriyelileri gonderme {izerine kurmuslardir.
Onlara gore Suriyeliler gittiginde Tiirkiye’deki ekonomik, sosyal ve kiiltiirel gibi
bir¢ok sorun ¢oziilecektir. Bunu savunanlar Tiirkiye’den baska higbir iilkenin
Suriyeliyi miilteci olarak kabul etmedigini, Suriyelilerin tiim masraflarmin
Tiirkiye tarafindan karsilandigi ve bunlarm iilkeye cok biiyiikk maliyetleri
oldugunu, iilkedeki yerli vatandaslarin hakkinin yendigini, yerli vatandaslarin
ikinci simif muamelesi gérdiigiinii, Suriyelilerin Tiirkiye’yi isgal edecekleri gibi
sOylemleriyle siirekli giindeme gelmektedirler. Bu tiir soylemler sosyal medyada
ozellikle Twitter tlizerinden sik¢a yapilmaktadir. Ciinkii herhangi bir masraf
olmadan sosyal medya araciligiyla genis halk kitlelerine ulasabilmektedirler.

Daha 6nce belirtildigi gibi imge kurami, genellikle bireylerin veya gruplarmn diger
kisi, grup veya olaylar nasil algiladiklar1 ve bu algilarin nasil somut imajlara
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doniistiigii ile ilgilenir. Siyasi liderlerin miiltecilere, gogmenlere veya baska iilke
liderlerine dair algilar1, bu kuramin ¢ergevesinde incelenebilmektedir. Bilhassa,
liderlerin miiltecilere yonelik tutumlari, kullandiklar1 dil ve retorik, toplum
icindeki yaygin algilar1 ve imajlart sekillendirmede kritik bir rol oynar. Siyasi
parti liderlerinin kamusal aciklamalari, konusmalar1 ve medya ile etkilesimleri,
bu imgelerin olusumunda merkezi bir role sahiptir. Bu agiklamalarin analizi,
liderlerin Suriyeli miiltecilere ve Esed’e yonelik algilarmi ve bu algilarin
toplumsal imajlara nasil doniistiiglinii anlamanizda yardimci olabilir. Siyasi parti
liderlerinin sdylemlerinde ve zihinlerinde olusan imgeler genellikle giincel siyasi
ve sosyal durumlarin dikkate alinmasiyla gergeklesirler. Suriye’de i¢ savasin
¢ikmasi ve yasanan dram ile Tiirkiye nin kapilar kendilerine agmasi, daha sonra
savasgin uzamasi ve bazi siyasi parti liderlerinin bunu elestirmesi bu imgelerin
olusmasinda etkili olmaktadir.

Caligmamizin amaci yaklasik dort milyon olan Suriyelilerin Tiirkiye’de siyasi
parti liderleri tarafindan nasil algilandiklarin1 “imge kurami” gergevesinde
belirlemektir. Bu kapsamda ¢alismamizda 2023 Genel Segimleri 6ncesi Tiirkiye
Biiyiik Millet Meclisi'nde “grubu” bulunan Adalet ve Kalkinma Partisi,
Cumhuriyet Halk Partisi, Milliyetci Hareket Partisi, 1Y Parti, Halklarin
Demokratik Partisi ile Gelecek Partisi ve Zafer Partisi olmak {izere toplam yedi
partinin genel bagkanlarinin resmi Twitter hesaplari ele alinmigtir. Calismanin
esas alindigi donemde mecliste grubu bulunmayan Gelecek Partisi’ni
caligmamiza dahil etmemizin sebebi, parti genel baskaninin AK Parti’de gorev
yaparken Tiirkiye nin Suriye dis politikasinin sekillenmesinde aktif bir rol almis
olmasindandir. Mecliste herhangi bir iiyesi bulunmamasina ragmen Zafer
Partisi’ni ¢aligmamiza dahil etmemizin nedeni ise Parti yoneticilerinin neredeyse
tiim siyasi sOylemini Suriyelilerin gonderilmesi iizerinden yiiriitmesi ve bu
sOylemlerin 1rk¢1 bir tutum ve davranislara doniismesi sebebiyledir.

VII. YONTEM

Aragtirmamizda dis politika ¢aligmalariin analiz edilmesinde siklikla kullanilan
“igerik analizi yontemi” esas alinmistir. Bu yontemin amaci iletisim niteliklerinin
sistematik ve nesnel bir tanitimimi sunmaktir. (Holsti, 1969; Babbie, 1992). Icerik
analizi bir metin, kitap, belge, gazete veya herhangi bir dokiimanin sistematik bir
sekilde ele alinip, incelenmesi ve metinlerden belli sonuglara ulasiimasidir. Igerik
analizi yapilirken sik kullanilan sozciikler, ciimleler, rakamlar vb. durumlardan
veri elde edilerek temalar olusturulur ve bu temalarla belli yargilara ulasilir.
Calismamizda hem nicel hem de nitel icerik analizi yapilmustir. Oncelikle nicel
icerik analizi ile atilan tweet sayisi, bu tweetlerin Suriye halki ve Esed’e yonelik
olumlu, olumsuz ve ndtr olarak degerlendirilmeleri incelenmistir. Bu durum
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Tablo-1"de gosterilmistir. Daha sonra belirlenen kodlar ¢er¢evesinde ilgili 6rnek
tweetler ele alinip, yorumlanarak nitel icerik analizi ger¢eklestirilmistir.

VIII. VERI TOPLAMA “X” (TWITTER) SOSYAL MEDYA
PLATFORMU

Glinlimiizde sosyal bilimlerde, dijital ortamlardan veri elde edip, bilimsel
caligmalarda kullanilmasi sik¢a bagvurulan bir yontem olmustur. Calismamizda
ilk olarak Twitter’mn gelismis arama 6zelligi kullanilarak yedi siyasi parti genel
bagkanlarinin resmi Twitter hesaplar1 incelenmistir. Tiirkiye’deki siyasilerin
Twitter’da hesap agmalar1 ve onu aktif olarak kullanmalar1 Suriye olaylarmin
basladig1 doneme denk diismektedir. Bu yiizden ¢calismamizda Suriye olaylarmin
basladig1 15 Mart 2011 tarihi ile 28 Mayis 2023 tarihleri arasinda atilan tweetler
incelenmistir. Oncelikle bu hesaplardan yapilan tiim paylasimlar arasindan
Suriye, Suriyeli, Sam, Halep, Esed, Esad, Besar kavramlarinin gegtigi tweetler
incelenmistir.' Bu gergevede konu ile ilgili tiim tweetler arasindan Recep Tayyip
Erdogan 131; Kemal Kiligdaroglu 87, Ahmet Davutoglu 117; Devlet Bahgeli 29;
Meral Aksener 78; Ertugrul Kiirk¢ii 220; Umit Ozdag 526 tweet attiklar tespit
edilmistir. Bu tweetler MAXQDA program ile analiz edilmistir. MAXQDA,
bilimsel ve akademik ¢aligmalarda kullanilan bilgisayar destekli bir yazilimdir.
Program araciligiyla nitel, nicel ve karma bir sekilde veri analizler
yapilabilmektedir. Daha sonra toplam 1188 tweetten Esed veya Suriye yonetimi
ile Suriye halki ile ilgili herhangi bir degerlendirme igeren 530 tweet seg¢ilmistir.
Ondan sonra bu tweetler oncelikle olumlu, olumsuz ve ndtr olarak analiz
edilmistir. Bu tweetlerden bazilar1 hem Esed’e yonelik hem de Suriyeli halka
yonelik degerlendirmeleri igermistir. Son olarak da degerlendirme iceren
tweetlerden bazilari ¢aligsmaya alinarak yorumlamaya tabi tutulmuslardir.

IX. BULGULAR

Tweetlerin yorumlanmasindan oOnce siyasi parti liderleri tarafindan atilan
tweetlerin sayilar1 ve bunlarm yiizde (%) olarak olumlu, olumsuz ve nétr oranlari
hesaplanmaya calisildi. Bu oranlar asagidaki tabloda gosterilmistir.

1 Suriye Devlet Baskani’'nin ismini bazi Siyasi Parti Liderleri Esed, bazilari da Esad olarak
kullanmiglardir. Twitter paylasimlarinda “Esed” daha fazla kullanildigl igin ¢alismada da “Esed”
kullanimi tercih edildi.
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Tablo 1: Tiirkiye'deki Siyasi Parti Liderlerinin Suriyelilere Yonelik Tutumlar

| Suriye Halki Esed
Siyasi Parti N Olumlu Olumsuz Notr Olumlu Olumsuz Notr
Liderleri (530)
% N % N % N % N % N %
Recep Tayyip 95 45 47.37 5 5.26 3 3.16 0 0.00 40 42.11 2 2.11
Erdogan
Kemal 37 7 18.92 10 27.03 1 2.70 1 2.70 14 37.84 4 10.81
Kiligdaroglu
Ahmet 70 29 41.43 4 5.71 13 18.57 0 0.00 24 34.29 0 0.00
Davutoglu
Devlet 20 4 20.00 2 10.00 4 20.00 0 0.00 9 45.00 1 5.00
Bahcgeli
Meral 30 1 3.33 20 66.67 1 3.33 2 6.67 1 3.33 5 16.67
Aksener
Ertugrul 57 6 10.53 8 14.04 19 33.33 0 0.00 10 17.54 14 24.56
Kiirkeii
Umit Ozdag 221 1 0.45 176 79.64 9 4.07 6 2.71 9 4.07 20 9.05

Genel olarak tabloya baktigimizda Tiirkiye’deki siyasi parti liderlerinin Suriye
halkina ve Esed kars1 gosterdikleri tutumlar su sekildedir: Recep Tayyip
Erdogan’in, Suriyelilere (halk) karsi olumlu, Esed’e karsi olumsuz; Kemal
Kiligdaroglu’nun ¢ogunlukla hem Suriyelilere kargt hem de Esed’e kars
olumsuz; Ahmet Davutoglu’nun, Suriyelilere karsi olumlu, Esed’e karsi
olumsuz; Devlet Bahgeli’nin, genel ¢ergevede Suriyelilere karst olumlu Esed’e
karst olumsuz; Meral Aksener’in, Suriyelilere karsi olumsuz, Esed’e karsi
digerlerine gore daha olumlu ve tarafsiz; Ertugrul Kiirk¢li’niin hem Suriyelilere
hem de Esed’e olumlu ve olumsuz tutumlarla birlikte kismen tarafsiz; Umit
Ozdag’1n, Suriyelilere kars1 asir1 olumsuz, Esed’e kars1 ise diger parti liderlerine
gore daha olumlu tutumlara sahip oldugu sdylenebilir.

IX. A.Adalet ve Kalkinma Partisi Genel Baskan1 Recep Tayyip Erdogan

Recep Tayyip Erdogan’in liderligini yaptig1 Adalet ve Kalkinma Partisi (AK
Parti), 14 Agustos 2001 tarihinde Recep Tayyip Erdogan, Abdullah Giil, Biilent
Arinc, Abdiillatif Sener, Idris Naim Sahin ve Binali Yildirim ile birlikte
kurulmustur. Kurulduktan bu yana bazi kisa siireler hari¢ genel bagkanligin
Recep Tayyip Erdogan yapmis ve yapmaktadir. Bu siirecte Erdogan, 2014 yilina
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kadar bagbakan olarak gorev yapmis, 2014 yilindan sonrasinda ise iist iiste
Cumhurbaskan1 segilmis ve gorev siiresi devam etmektedir. Partinin
kurucularindan Biilent Aring ve Binali Yildirim digindakiler Ak Parti ve Erdogan
ile yollarin1 ayirmis durumdalar.

Recep Tayyip Erdogan’in Esed’e Yonelik Twitter Paylasimlarindan Bazi
Ornekler

Genel olarak Tiirkiye’nin ve 6zellikle hiikiimetin Suriye i¢ savasindan once
Suriye ile iyi iligkileri olmus ancak 2011 yilinda Suriye’de baslayan ig
kanigikliklarla birlikte bu iyi iligkiler tam tersi bir hal almig ve bozulmustur.
Bundan sonra Recep Tayyip Erdogan, Suriyelileri ve Esed’i ayr olarak goérmiis
ve degerlendirmistir.

Ornek 1 (25 Mayis 2013)

“Zalim Esed kardesligimizi ayaklar altina aldi.” “Zalim Esed'in zulmiinden
kagan Suriyeli kardeslerimiz buraya keyifleriyle gelmediler. Oliim endisesi icinde
geldiler.”

7 dakika ara ile atilan bu tweet dizisinin ilkinde Esed’in kardesligine ihanet
ettigini, ikincisinde ise Suriyelilerin Tiirkiye’ye gelme gerekgesi belirtmistir.
Erdogan, Esed ile ilgili attig1 tweetlerde Esed’i zalim, eli kanh, katil, diktatdr,
gaddar gibi sifatlarla nitelemistir. Atilan tweetler genellikle negatif anlam
icerecek sekilde kullanmiglardir. Esed hakkinda atilan Tweetlerin neredeyse
tamami bu sekildedir.

Ornek 2 (6 Mayis 2012)

“Nice firavun nice nemrut nice diktatorler bu diinyadan goctiiler. Suriyeli
kardeslerime zulmedenler er ya da ge¢ bunlarin hesabini verecekler”

Bu tweette Esed, ge¢miste zalim olarak bilinen kisilere benzetilmis ve nasil ki
onlar sonunda cezasim1 bulmuglarsa onun da bir giin cezasim ¢ekecegi
belirtilmistir.

Ornek 3 (26 Temmuz 2013)

“Suriye'de bogazina kadar kana batmis olan zalim rejimin derhal gitmesini,
halkin iradesiyle tecelli etmis bir yonetimin gelmesini istiyoruz.” “Suriye halki
bir biitiin olarak bizim kardesimizdir. Eli kanli zalim rejimin Suriye'de taraflart
birbirine kirdirma oyununa kimse gelmemeli”.
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Bu mesajlarda ise zalim olarak goriilen Esed’in yonetimden gitmesi ve yerine
demokrasinin gelmesini istemesinin yaninda Suriyelilerin Tiirkiye halki ile
kardes oldugu ifade edilmistir.

Ornek 4 (14 Mayis 2013)

“Bizim Suriye halkiyla sorunumuz yok, Suriye'deki gaddar ve diktator rejimle
sorunumuz var”

Bu ve diger tweetlere baktigimizda Recep Tayyip Erdogan’in Esed’i haydut
olarak imgeledigi goriilmektedir. Esed veya Suriye yonetimi, kiiltiir ve kabiliyet
acisindan asagi, kotii, zalim olarak goriilmektedir. Sorunun ¢ézlimii i¢in haydut
olan Esed’in yonetimden gitmesi gerekmektedir. Gegmiste buna benzer birgok
imgeyi ABD kullanmistir. ABD’nin haydut olarak gordiigii kisilerden biri
Saddam Hiiseyin olmustur. Onun ortadan kaldirilmasi ile sorunlarin ¢oziilecegi
savunulmustur.

Recep Tayyip Erdogan’in Suriyelilere Yonelik Twitter Paylasimlarindan
Baz1 Ornekler

Recep Tayyip Erdogan, Suriyeliler ile ilgili attig1 tweetlerin neredeyse tamami
olumlu niteliktedir. Onlar1 genellikle “kardes” ve “masum” kavramlar ile
nitelemistir. Ornegin Suriyelilerle ilgili tweet degerlendirmelerinde 25 defa
kardes, birer defa ise siginmaci, gogmen ve miilteci kavramlarimi kullanmigtir.

Ornek 1 (6 Mayis 2012)

“Er ya da ge¢ Suriyeli kardeslerimiz rahat bir nefes alacak. Suriyeli
kardeslerimizin meselesini kendi meselemiz olarak goriiyoruz.”

Ornek 2 (5 Eyliil 2012)

“CHP yarin Sam'a gidecek yiiz bulamayacak ama insallah biz en kisa zamanda
Sam'a gidecek, oradaki kardeglerimizle muhabbetle kucaklasacagiz.”

Birinci tweette Erdogan, Suriyelilerin yasadigi sorunu Tiirkiye’nin sorunu olarak
gormekte, ikincisinde ise kendisini Suriye politikast konusunda elestiren
mubhalefete cevap vermektedir.

Ornek 3 (6 Agustos 2014)

“Bize "Gazze'yi, Suriye'yi birakin Tiirkmenlere bakin" diyorlar. Bizim igim
mazlumun dini, mezhebi, dili, derisi, rengi, irki onemli degildir.”

Ornek 4 (19 Mart 2018)
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“Suriye topraklarindaki varligimizin amaci, kardeslerimizi teror orgiitlerinin
tasallutundan kurtararak, haklarina, ozgiirliiklerine kavusturmak, onlara
aydinlik bir gelecek saglamaktir.”

Ornek 5 (14 Ocak 2020).

“Biz, Suriye’de, Libya’da, Akdeniz’de macera pesinde degiliz. Hele hele
emperyal heveslerimiz hi¢ yoktur. Goziimiiz petrol ve para hirsiyla kor olmus da
degildir. Bizim tek amacimiz, kendimizin ve kardeslerimizin hakkini, hukukunu,
gelecegini korumaktir.”

Ormnek 3, 4 ve 5. Tweetlerde Erdogan, Tiirkiye’nin Suriye’ye miidahalesi ve
kendisine yonelik olarak yapilan elestirilere cevap vermektedir. Ona gore
Tiirkiye’nin herhangi bir emperyal amaci bulunmamakta, Tiirkiye sadece
mazlumlar1 korumak amaciyla smir dis1 operasyonlar diizenlemektedir. Ayrica
sadece Suriyelileri degil, diger mazlumlarin da Tiirkiye’ye kabul edildigini ve
onlarm giivenliginin saglandigini ifade etmektedir.

Suriyelilere vatandaglik verme, onlarin Tiirkiye’de kalmalari, gonderilmeleri gibi
tartigmalar sikca glindemi mesgul etmektedir. Erdogan’in bu konuda farkl
aciklamalar olsa da Twitter’da yaptig1 paylasimlar su sekildedir:

Ornek 6 (25 Mayis 2013)

“Insallah Suriye'de diktatorliik sona erdigi giin, halkin iradesi iktidar oldugu giin
buradaki kardeslerimiz de evlerine doneceklerdir.”

Ornek 7 (8 Eyliil 2018)

“3,5 milyonu askin Suriyeliye ev sahipligi yapan bir iilke olarak, miiltecilerin
goniillii ve giivenli bicimde geri doniislerinin saglanmasi ve Suriye ihtilafina tiim
paydaslarin ortak bir zeminde bulustugu kalict bir ¢oziim bulunmast icin
calismaya devam edecegiz”.

Bu tweetlere gore Suriyelilere yonelik yasam tehlikesi ortadan kalktiginda geri
gonderilecekler. O’na gore bu geri doniis ¢ogunlukla goniillii bir sekilde
gerceklesecektir. Cilinkii catigmalar ortadan kalktiginda, Suriye gilivenli bir yer
olacak ve Suriye halki memleketlerine donecektir.

Caligmanin onceki boliimlerinde belirtildigi gibi miittefik imgesi tek basina bazi
iligkileri tam olarak agiklayamamaktadir. Bir iilke hem miittefik hem diisman
olabilmenin yaninda dost ve miittefik de olabilir. Recep Tayyip Erdogan’a gore
Suriyeliler diigman degildirler. Su anda kabiliyet olarak Tiirkiye’den asag1 olsalar
da kiiltiirlerinin yaninda dinleri, tarihleri ve yakin zamana kadar dilleri de ortakt.
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Su anda onlar zor durumdalar, canlar tehlikededir ve bize diisen, elimizden gelen
yardimi yapip, onlar zalim, diktator, gaddar Esed ve terdr Orgiitlerine karst
korumaktir. Ayrica olusturulan Ozgiir Suriye Ordusu (OSO) ile birlikte hareket
ederek Suriye’nin giivenligi saglanabilir. Tim bunlara baktigimizda Erdogan
Suriyeliler (Ozgiir Suriye Ordusu dahil) dost ve miittefik olarak gormektedir.

IX.B. Cumhuriyet Halk Partisi Genel Baskan1 Kemal Kilicdaroglu

9 Eyliil 1923 tarihinde Mustafa Kemal Atatiirk’{in onciiliigiinde “Halk Firkas1”
ismiyle kurulan parti, 1924 yilinda “Cumbhuriyet Halk Firkas1”, 1935 yilinda ise
“Cumhuriyet Halk Partisi (CHP)” adin1 almigtir. Kemal Kilicdaroglu onceleri
milletvekili olarak partide gorev almis, 22 Mayis 2010 tarihinde ise partinin genel
bagkani secilmis ve uzun siire gérevde kalmistir.

Kemal Kiligdaroglu’'nun Esed’e Yonelik Twitter Paylasimlarindan Bazi
Ornekler

Kemal Kiligdaroglu, Suriye hakkinda degerlendirmelerde bulunurken genellikle
Tiirk hiikiimetini elestirmis ve Suriye sorunun ortaya ¢ikma sebeplerinden
birisinin de iktidar ve Recep Tayyip Erdogan oldugunu iddia etmis ve etmektedir.
Kiligdaroglu, Esed ile ilgili yapilan degerlendirmelerinde onu katil, diktator
olarak gorse de ayn1 zamanda oturup goriisecek biri olarak gérmektedir.

Ornek 1 (8 Ekim 2012)

“Biz sivil halka yonelik hi¢bir eylemi mesru gormeyiz. Biz CHP olarak asla ve
asla Esad"t savunmadik, savunmayacagiz.” “AKP simdi sadece Esad'in gitmesini
istiyor. Bizim amacumiz Suriye halkimin kendi kaderini tayin etmesidir.”
“Suriye'de akan kamin iki sorumlusu vardwr; birinci sorumlu Esad'dir, ikinci
sorumlu Recep Tayyip Erdogan'dir.” “Esad ile Tayyip Erdogan arasinda fark
var mi? Biri kanla muhalefeti bastirtyor digeri cezaevlerine atiyor.”

Yukaridaki tweet dizisinde Kiligdaroglu, Esed’in sivil insanlar1 hedef aldigi,
kendisinin bunlar1 savunmadigmi, eger Suriye’de i¢ savas varsa bunun
sorunlularindan birinin Erdogan oldugu, bunlarmn arasinda pek bir fark olmadigini
ifade ederek iktidar elestirmistir.

Ornek 2 (12 Haziran 2018)

“Halkin partisi CHP halkimiza séz veriyor: Iran, Irak ve Suriye ile bir araya
gelip Ortadogu Baris ve Is Birligi Teskilati 1 kuruyoruz. Dort komsu kafa kafaya
verip bolgenin kaderini kendimiz belirliyoruz.”
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2018 Cumhurbagkani ve Genel Segimlerin hemen 6ncesinde atilan bu tweet ile
Kiligdaroglu, Suriye sorununun ¢dziimii igin komsularla birlikte hareket edilmesi
gerektigini ve bunun i¢in de Esed yonetimi ile goriisiip, anlasacaklarini
belirtmistir. Kendisi Esed’i haydut olarak gérmemektedir, Haydut olan kisi ile
anlagilmaz, sorunun ¢ézliimil i¢in sadece onun yok edilmesi yeterlidir. Burada
farkl bir durum s6z konusudur. Esed, kiiltiir ve kabiliyet agisindan asagi ve kotii
niyetleri olan birisi olabilir, ama sorunun ¢o6ziilmesi i¢in onunla gorisiiliip,
anlagilmasi gerekir. Boylece Kiligdaroglu, Esed’i katil, zalim gorse de oturup
konusulmasi gereken bir “muhatap” olarak gérmektedir

Kemal Kihicdaroglu’nun Suriyelilere Yonelik Twitter Paylasimlarindan
Bazi Ornekler

Kiligdaroglu, Esed’de oldugu gibi Suriyelilere yonelik degerlendirmelerin yer
aldig1 tweetler pek fazla bulunmamaktadir. Kendisinin, Suriyelilere yonelik
olarak attig1 tweetler hem olumlu hem olumsuz bir nitelik tagimaktadir.
Suriyelilere yonelik olarak en ¢ok kullandigi kavram “halk” (dort defa) olsa da
sivil, misafir, siginmaci gibi kavramlart da kullanmistir. Kiligdaroglu’nun
Suriyeli imgesini tespit etmek gergekten ¢ok zor. Ancak net olan bir durum var
ki oda Suriyelilerin gitmesini istedigidir.

Ornek 1 (27 Agustos 2012).

“Siz  Suriye'deki ¢atismalara  girenleri kendi topraklarmizda  egitip
baridriyorsunuz. Bunu biitiin diinya basini yazdi. Bizde sanstir var.”

“Katar, Suudi Arabistan parayr veriyor biz telsiz ve silah veriyoruz, sonra bu
insanlar Suriye'ye catismaya gidiyor.”

“#halkinpartisichp Tabzon'a, Artvin'e Malatya'ya, Afyon'a gittim. Herkes bizim
Suriye'de ne igsimiz var diye soruyor. Herkes rahatsiz.”

Kiligdaroglu, 2012 yilinda Suriye’de olaylarin arttig1 donemde atmis oldugu bu
iic tweet dizisi ile iktidar1 elestirmekte, Esed ile savasanlarin Tiirkiye’de
egitildikleri, Tiirk vatandaslarinin Suriyelileri istemedigini ve muhaliflere yardim
yapan {ilkelerin arasinda Tiirkiye nin de oldugunu iddia etmektedir.

Ornek 2 (27 Eyliil 2012)

“AKP’nin Suriye politikasi. Iki temel sorun ortaya ¢ikardi. Bunlardan biri
ekonomi, ikincisi giivenlik: http://goo.gl/QjOIE.”

Ornek 3 (10 Temmuz 2022)
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700 bin Suriyeli bebek dogmus iilkemizde. Allah uzun émiirler versin hepsine.
Biz meseleye iilkemizin gelecegi goziiyle bakiyoruz. Evet, her milletin en biiyiik
zenginligi bebekleridir. Bu bebekler de yikik dokiik Suriye'nin zenginligidir.”

2012 yilinda atilan tweet ilkinde Kiligdaroglu, AK Parti iktidarini elestirmekte ve
iktidarm politikalar1 sonucu ekonomik ve giivenlik sorunlarinin ortaya ¢iktigini
ifade etmektedir. Buna gore Suriyeliler Tiirkiye ekonomisine ve giivenligine
zarar vermektedirler. 2022 yilinda atilan tweet ile ise ¢ok fazla bebegin
dogdugunu, boylece Suriyeli niifusunun arttigmmi ve bunlarin Tiirkiye’nin
gelecegine tehdit olusturdugunu savunmaktadir. Atilan tweetlerle bazen olumlu
nitelendirmeler yapilirken asagida goriillecegi gibi bazen de olumsuz
nitelendirmeler yapilmistir. Ona gore Suriyeliler ne dost ne diigman ne de
miittefikler, sadece gitmesi gereken bir topluluktur.

Ornek 4 (16 Temmuz 2021)

“Iktidarimizda Suriyeli misafirlerimizle helallesip iki yilda memleketlerine
ugurlayacagiz. Bu iktidarimizin en énemli bes onceliginden biridir. Plan ve
programlarimiz hazir. Bu video da bunun taahhiidii olarak burada dursun
istedim.”

Ornek 5 (10 Haziran 2022)

“Suriye'nin yeniden ayaga kalkmasi igin, eviatlari vatanina donmelidir. Ancak
hep soyledim yine séyleyecegim, ucuz bir kg1 tavirla degil, diizgiin, devlet
aklwla yaptlacak istir bu.”

Ornek 6 (10 Haziran 2022)

“Saglhikl sartlarda gidecekler, tiim adimlar hazir. Iktidarimizda bu siirecimiz 2
senede tamamlanacak. Bu sartlar da AB fonlamast ile, bizim garantérliigiimiizde
olusturulacak. Davul zurna ile gidecekler.”

Kiligdaroglu’na gore Suriyeliler geri gonderilecektirler ama 1rk¢1 ve zorla degil,
orada gerekli sartlar saglandiktan sonra gilizel bir sekilde memleketlerine
yollanacaklardir. Ciinkii onlar misafir olarak geldiler, bize diisen de ev sahibine
yakasir sekilde geri yollamaktir.

XI.C. Gelecek Partisi Genel Bagkan1 Ahmet Davutoglu

Ahmet Davutoglu’nun siyasi hayatinin uzun bir bolimi Ak Parti’de ge¢mistir.
2003-2009 yillar1 arasinda Recep Tayyip Erdogan ve Abdullah Giil’e
danigmanlik yapmis, 2009 yilindan sonra ise Disisleri Bakanligi, Milletvekillik
ve Bagbakanlik olmak tizere gesitli gorevlerde bulunmustur. 13 Eyliil 2019
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tarihinde Ak Parti’den ayrilmis ve daha sonra 13 Aralik 2019°da genel
baskanligini yaptig1 Gelecek Partisi’ni kurmustur (BBC, 2019; Euronews, 2020).

Ahmet Davutoglu’'nun Esed’e Yonelik Twitter Paylasimlarindan Bazi
Ornekler

Suriye’de i¢ savas basladiginda Ahmet Davutoglu, Disisleri Bakani olarak gorev
yapmaktaydi. Yukarida belirtildigi gibi daha sonra Bagbakanlik ve c¢esitli
gorevlerde bulunmustur. Davutoglu, Esed’e karsi tamamen negatif veya olumsuz
tutumlara sahip oldugu goriinmektedir. O, Esed’i katil, kimyasal silah kullanan,
halkini 6ldiiren vb. 6zelliklere sahip biri olarak gérmektedir.

Ornek 1 (20 Ocak 2014)

“Suriye’de kani durduracak bir gegis siirecini bir an once baslatmak ve hem
Suriye’yi hem de insanligt bu eli kanli rejimden kurtarmak.”

Ornek 2 (13 Aralik 2016)

“Esad rejiminin Iran ve Rusya'min destegi ile vakur ve mazlum Halep'te isledigi
katliamlar asla unutulmayacak.”

Ornek 3 (8 Nisan 2018)

“Esad rejimi, Israil ve destekgileri Dogu Guta ve Gazze'de en iyi bildikleri seyi
yapiyor, acimasizca ayrim yapmadan masum insanlart oldiiriiyorlar.”

Ornek 4 (23 Subat 2018)

“Suriye rejimi 7 yildwr kendi halkini oldiiriiyor. Tiim sagduyulu seslere
kulaklarint kapatip acimasizca insan éldiiren bu rejime dur denilmesi bir
zarurettir. Dogu Guta’da BM Genel Sekreteri’nin tabiriyle ‘yeryiiziinde
cehennemi yasayan’ kardeslerimizin ¢ighgina kayitsiz kalimamaz”

Ornek 5 (21 Agustos 2022)

“9 yil once Suriye rejiminin Guta'da gergeklestirdigi kimyasal saldiryt bir kez
daha lanetliyor ve BM tarafindan savas sucu olarak tescil edilen saldirida
hayatini kaybedenleri rahmetle aniyorum. Insanlik vicdamindan koparak baris
insa edilemez.”

Ahmet Davutoglu, ilk iki tweet ile katil ve zalim olarak gordiigii Esed’i ve ona
destek veren Israil ile Rusya’y: elestirmektedir. Sonraki tweetlerde ise uzun
stireden beri insanlik sucu isleyen Esed’e BM’nin artik dur demesi gerektigi
lizerinde durmustur. Ona gore Suriye’ye huzurun gelmesi, Esed’in gitmesine
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baglidir. Davutoglu’nun Esed’e yonelik sarf ettigi sdylem ve tutumlar Haydut
imgesini c¢agristirmaktadir. Erdogan gibi Davutoglu da Esed’i haydut olarak
gormekte ve onun cezalandirilmas1 gerektigini savunmaktadir.

Ahmet Davutoglu’nun Suriyelilere Yonelik Twitter Paylasimlarindan Bazi
Ornekler

Ahmet Davutoglu, Suriyelileri nitelerken ¢ogunlukla kardes (16 defa) ve halk (13
defa) kavramlarmi kullanmistir. Miilteci, masum sigimmaci, misafir gibi
kavramlar1 da kullanilmis ancak bunlarin sarf edildigi tweetler ¢ok azdir.

Ornek 1 (30 Mart 2012)

“Maksadimiz Suriye halkimin yaminda durdugumuzu herkese géstermek.”
“Suriye hallkimin ¢ektigi acilar karsisinda Istanbul'dan giir bir ses ¢tkmasina
onem veriyoruz.”

Ornek 2 (6 Temmuz 2012)

“Simdi herkesin Suriye'deki halkin izdwraplarin dindirmek igin birlikte ¢calismast
gerekiyor.”

Ornek 3 (22 Ocak 2014)

“Suriye halkinin maruz kaldigi katliama ¢oziim umuduyla Cenevre’deyiz. Giine
BM Genel Sekreteri Ban Ki-Moon ile goriiserek bagladim.”

Ornek 4 (19 Eyliil 2015)

“Tiirkiye, diinyamin gézlerini kapattigi Suriye'deki insanlik dramina asla sessiz
kalmayacak.”

Ornek 5 (6 Eyliil 2016)

“Bugiine kadar yaninda durdugumuz ve bugiin de ordumuzla hareket eden Ozgiir
Suriye Ordusu, Suriye'nin geleceginde hakl bir yer edinecek.”

Davutoglu, ele aldigimiz ilk {i¢ tweet ile Suriye politikasini belirlemeye, onlarin
hakliligmi diinya kamuoyuna goéstermeye calismistir. Sonraki tweetlerde ise
Davutoglu, diinya kamuoyunun Suriye sorununa pek ilgi gostermemesi ve
devletlerin soruna miidahil olmamalar1 sonucu Tiirkiye’nin tek bagina da olsa
miidahale edecegini ifade etmistir. Daha sonralar ise Tiirkiye, Ozgiir Suriye
Ordusu’na destek vermis ve bu ordu Esed yonetimine karsi savagmistir. Tiim bu
tweetlere baktigimizda Davutoglu Suriyelileri dost ve miittefik (OSO)
gormektedir.
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Ahmet Davutoglu, 22 Mayis 2016 tarihinde Bagbakanliktan istifa etmis, bir siire
sessiz kalmis, daha sonra ise Gelecek Partisi’ni kurmustur. Suriye ile ilgili attig1
tweetlerin ¢cogu Disisleri Bakant ve Bagbakan oldugu donemlerine aittir.
Davutoglu’nun Suriye politikasi neredeyse Recep Tayyip Erdogan ile aym
cizgidedir. Sadece att1g1 tweet say1s1 farklidir.

IX.D. MILLIYETCi HAREKET PARTIiSi GENEL BASKANI DEVLET
BAHCELI

Millet Partisi ve Cumhuriyet¢i Koylii Millet Partilerinin devami seklinde olan
parti, 9 Subat 1969 tarihinde Alparslan Tiirkes liderliginde Milliyetci Hareket
Partisi (MHP) adin1 almistir. 6 Temmuz 1997'de Devlet Bahgeli, MHP nin genel
bagkani1 olarak secilmis (Aydemir, 2004) ve o zamandan beri parti bagkanligim
stirdiirmektedir.

Devlet Bahceli’nin Esed’e Yonelik Twitter Paylasimlarindan Bazi Ornekler

Devlet Bahgeli’nin Esed’e karst tutumu olumsuzdur. O, Esed’i katil, halkini
oldiiren, masum canlara kiyan, Rusya’ya bagimli biri olarak gérmektedir.

Ornek 1 (21 Kasim 2015)

“Ozellikle Rus ve Esad giiclerinin insanligi yok sayan saldirganligi sonucunda
kaybedilen Canli Kéyii ve Kizildag Bélgesi yiireklerimizdedir.”

Ornek 2 (8 Eyliil 2018)

“Bir defa Suriye’nin geleceginde Esad yer almamalidir. Buna yonelik siyasi
karart da Suriye halki vermelidir. Bu iilkenin bagimsizlik ve toprak biitiinliigiine
saygi ve riayet ise esas olmalidir. Esad ile Putin Idlib’e bomba yagdirmaktan,
ateskes arayiglarint sabote etmek vazgecmelidir.”

Ornek 3 (6 Mart 2020)

“Bizim katil Esad’a bakisimiz, Rusya’yla ilgili goriisiimiiz bellidir, belgelidir,
degismemigstir. Durdugumuz yer Tiirkiye dir, baktigimiz yer Tiirk milletinin
vicdan penceresidir. Bolgesel barisi bozan, masumlara kursun ve bomba atan
kim olursa olsun karsisindayiz, tepkiliyiz”.

Bahgeli, Esed ile Putin’in Suriye’de yaptigi insanlik dis1 uygulamalari
elestirmekte, Esed’in Suriye yonetiminde olmamasi gerektigini ve yonetimin
degismesinde ise Suriye halkinin karar vermesi gerektigini savunmaktadir.
Esed’in yaptiklarina bakildiginda olumlu veya iyi yonde olmasa bile aksi yonde
kabiliyet acisindan esit goriilmektedir. Ciinkii her giin bomba yagdirmakta,
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insanlar1 6ldiirmekte ancak kimse ona bir sey yapamamaktadir. Diger taraftan
Esed, Rusya’ya bagimli bir durumdadir. Bahgeli’nin Esed’e yonelik diisman
imgesine sahip oldugu sdylenebilir. Bu diisman ayn1 zamanda baskasina bagimli
durumdadir. Ciinkii Esed, tek basina ayakta kalamaz, O’na Putin destek
vermektedir. Yani Esed, bagimli bir diisman imgesini ¢agristirmaktadir.

Devlet Bahceli’nin Suriyelilere Yonelik Twitter Paylasimlarindan Bazi
Ornekler

Bahgeli, Suriyelileri genellikle miilteci ve masum kavramlartyla nitelendirmis
olup, onlara kars1 iyimser bir tutum sergilemistir.

Ornek 1 (8 Ocak 2015)

“Paris 'te o6lenin, Kerkiik te, Telafer de, Musul’da, Bagdat ta, Sam’da, Gazze 'de,
Trablus ta olenden iistiinliigii ve fazlast yoktur.”

Ornek 2 (5 Temmuz 2017)

“Suriyeli miiltecilere yonelik kiskirtmalara, kontrolsiiz eylem ve tertiplere
herkesin dikkat edip uyanik davranmasini bilhassa temenni ediyorum.”

Ornek 3 (6 Mart 2020)

“Suriye’de yurtlarindan yuvalarindan kopanlarin giivenli ve géniillii sekilde,
insana yaraswr bir sekilde ikamet yerlerine doniisleri konusunda her iilkenin
yapacaklart vardir ve acilen de saglanmalidir. Tiirkiye 'nin Suriye politikast
dogrudur, haktan ve hakikatten yanadir.”

Yukarida attig1 tweetlerin ilkiyle Bahgeli, bir nevi herkesin esit oldugunu, irk¢ilik
yapilmamas1 gerektigini savunmustur. Ikinci tweet ile Suriyelilerle ilgili
provokator eylemlere dikkat edilmesini ve son tweet ile de Tiirkiye’nin yani
iktidarm Suriye politikasin1 savunmaktadir. Tweetlere baktigimizda Suriyelileri
kiiltiir acisindan esit gérmekte, yetenek acgisindan pek bilgi olmasa da olumlu
gordiigii soylenebilir. Boylece Bahgeli’nin Suriyelilere karst dost imgesine sahip
oldugu sdylenebilir.

Bahgeli, calismamizda ele aldigimiz liderler arasinda kendi sahsi tweet
hesabindan Suriyelilerle ilgili en az tweet atan kisi durumundadir. Ayrica
Davutoglu’nun kendi partisinden 6nceki donemi hari¢ tutuldugunda Bahgeli,
iktidar1 (0zellikle Suriye politikasinl) savunan ve elestirmeyen tek lider
goriilmektedir.
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IX.E. iYI PARTI GENEL BASKANI MERAL AKSENER

Meral Aksener, 1994-1995 yillarinda Dogru Yol Partisi’ne katilmig, bu partide
milletvekili ve Igisleri Bakani olarak gérev yapmustir. 4 Temmuz 2001 tarihinde
Dogru Yol Partisi'nden istifa ederek Ak Parti’ye katilmis ancak Ak Parti ile uyum
saglayamamis ve bu partiden ayrilarak 3 Kasim 2001 tarihinde Milliyetgi Hareket
Partisi'ne katilmigtir. 2015 yilina kadar MHP’de yer almig ve bu siirecte
milletvekili ve Tirkiye Biiylik Millet Meclisi Bagkanvekilligi yapmistir. Bu
tarihlerde partide yasanan tartismalar sonucu Eyliil 2016 tarihinde partiden ihrag
edilmistir. Aksener, 25 Ekim 2017 kendi partisi olan IYI Parti’yi kurmustur
(Akkir, 2021).

Meral Aksener’in Esed’e Yonelik Twitter Paylasimlarindan Bazi Ornekler

Meral Aksener’in Suriye ile ilgili paylastigi tutum ve diistincelerin ¢cogu kendi
partisini kurdugu déneme aittir. Parti kurulduktan sonra Suriye ve Suriyeliler
parti programinin en dnemli konular1 arasma girmistir. Diger muhalifler gibi
Aksener’de Suriye konusunda en ¢ok hiikiimeti elestirmektedir.

Ornek 1 (25 Ocak 2018)

“Suriye politikamiz iflas etmistir. Rusya veya ABD iizerinden temaslarla bu
olmaz. Derhal Esad ile goriismelere baslayin. Suriye ile ilgili olarak dis
politikanin ~ gerektirdigi  hamleleri yapin. Dus politikayr i¢ politikanin,
cumhurbaskanhgi secimlerinin malzemesi haline getirmeyin.”

Ornek 2 (1 Nisan 2018)

“Suriye’de miiltecileri de igine alan bir se¢im yapimalidir. Suriye segimlerinde
ortaya ¢tkan irade kim olursa olsun bizim muhatabimiz o olmalidr.”

Ornek 3 (31 Kasim 2019)

“Suriyeli siginmacilar hem kriminal manada hem de sosyolojik manada iilkemiz
icin biiyiiven bir sorundur. Iktidar cok hizli bir sekilde araci devietleri aradan
ctkarip, Sam'la goriismeli ve Esad'n kendi insanlarini geri almasin
saglamalidir.”

Ornek 4 (8 Ocak 2020)

“Sayin Erdogan, sen sinirini, gururunu yenemiyorsan, rasyonel olamiyorsan;
ben Suriye've gidip, Esad'la gériisiip, problemi ¢ozmeye hazirim.”
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Yukarida ele alman tweetlerin ilkiyle Meral Aksener, hiikiimetin Suriye
politikasini elestirmis ve Esed ile anlagilmasi gerektigini, ikincisinde Suriye’de
yapilacak olan se¢im sonuglarini kim kazanirsa kazansin ona saygi duyulmasini,
iiciinciistinde Suriyelilerin Tiirkiye icin biiylik bir tehlike olusturdugunu ve
tehlikenin sonlanmasi igin yine Esed ile anlagilmasi gerektigini savunmustur. Son
tweet ile eger hiikiimet yapamiyorsa kendisinin Esed ile goriisiip, anlasabilecegini
ifade etmigtir. Tiim bunlara baktigimizda Aksener, Suriyelileri biiyiik bir tehlike
olarak gormektedir. Bu tehlikenin ortadan kalkmasi icin Esed ile anlagilmasi
gerektigini savunmaktadir. Boylece O, Esed’i kabiliyet ve kiiltiir agisindan esit
olarak gormektedir. Bu sekliyle Aksener, Esed’e yonelik miittefik imgesine
sahiptir.

Meral Aksener’in Suriyelilere Yonelik Twitter Paylasimlarindan Bazi
Ornekler

Meral Aksener, Suriyelileri genellikle miilteci (9 defa) ve siginmaci (4 defa)
olarak nitelendirmektedir. O’nun, Suriyelilere yonelik pek olumlu tutumlara
sahip oldugu sdylenemez.

Ornek 1 (2 Ekim 2018)

“2040'ta Suriyelilerin sayisi 7,5 milyon olacak. Yani iilkemizde yasayan her 13
kisiden biri Suriyeli olacak. Bu etnik yapi ile Tiirkiye’'de milll devleti nasil
koruyacaksiniz? Bir jeopolitik sarsintida sumir sehirlerimizin milli biitiinliikten
kopma tehdidini nasil engelleyeceksiniz?”

Ornek 2 (23 Ekim 2018)

“Milyonlarca Suriyeli go¢menin, 33 milyar dolar, yani 200 milyar liralik yiikiinii,
milletimizin swrtina yiiklemeye hakkiniz var mydi? Ama yaptiniz. Milletimize
harcamaya gelince, yiik, 6yle mi? Kendisi 46 yasinda emekli olmus. Vatandasimiz
s0z konusu oldugunda, yiik, oyle mi?”

Ornek 3 (13 Kasim 2018)

"Suriyeli muiilteciler, iktidarin bonkorliigii sonucu,- Kilis, - Hatay, - Urfa, -
Gaziantep 'te niifus ¢cogunluguna ulagmak iizere. Bu illerimizde Suriyelilere ev
sahibi, Tiirk vatandaslarina ise misafir muamelesi yapiliyor.”

Ornek 4 (20 Kasim 2018)

“Suriyeli miiltecilere Tiirk vatandashg verilmeyecegini aciklaymn. Kag sene
kalwrlarsa kalsinlar, Tiirk vatandagsi olamayacaklarini kesin bir dille aciklaymn.”
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Aksener, Esed bahsinde gegtigi lizere Suriyelileri en biiyiik tehdit olarak
gormektedir. Ilk tweette gelecekte 7,5 milyon civarinda Suriyelinin Tiirkiye’de
olacaglt ve bunlarm milli biitiinliigii bozdugunu; ikinci tweette Suriyelilerin
ekonomik olarak Tirkiye’ye biiylikk maliyetleri oldugu, onlarin yerine
Tiirkiye’deki vatandaglarin ihtiyaclarmin karsilanmasi gerektigini; iiclincii
tweette ise bazi illerde Suriyeli niifusun yerli niifusu gegmek {izere oldugunu
iddia etmis; dordiincii tweette ise hiikiimetten, Suriyelilerin hi¢bir zaman Tiirkiye
vatandaslar1 olamayacaklarini soylemesini istemektedir.

Ornek 5 (22 Ocak 2015)

“Suriye'den gelen go¢menlerin saglik giderini deviet odiiyor. Tiirkmenlerin
saglik giderini 6demiyor. Cocuklar soguktan hasta ve hastanede rehin.”

Ornek 6 (10 Aralik 2018)

“Dogu Tiirkistan'da, Kirim'da, Karabag'da, Irak Tiirkmeneli'nde, Suriye’nin
Tiirkmen bolgesinde, Yemen'de, Myanmar'da ve diinyamin bir¢ok noktasinda
yasanan, insanltk onurunu hige sayan baski ve zuliim politikalar: artik sona
ermeli!”

Meral Aksener, genel olarak Suriyeliler ile Suriye’de yasayan Suriyeli
Tiirkmenler arasinda bir ayrim yapmaktadir. Ona gore Tiirkmenlere gereken ilgi,
alaka gosterilmemektedir. ilk tweette Tiirkmenlerin saglik giderlerinin
karsilanmadigini, ikinci tweette ise bir¢ok sehir saymasina ragmen ozellikle
sehirlerdeki Tiirkmen boélgesine vurgu yapmistir. Diger bazi tweetlerinde bazi
Suriyelilerin bayramda Suriye’ye gitmelerini elestirmis, sinirlarin {icretli hale
gelmesi gibi bazi uygulamalart savunmustur. Ona gore Suriyeliler en biiyiik
tehdittir. Aksener’in, Suriyelilere yonelik diisman imgesine sahip oldugu
sOylenebilir. Bu imgede diisman sinsidir, ona gilivenilmez.

IX.F. HALKLARIN DEMOKRATIK PARTISI ESKI GENEL BASKANI
ERTUGRUL KURKCU

Halkin Demokratik Partisi, Kiirt milliyet¢iligini temsil ettigini iddia eden bir
partidir. Diger partilerden bagimsiz olarak Kiirt siyasetine yonelik ilk girisimler
1990 yilinda Halkin Emek Partisi (HEP) ile baglamistir. Teror orgiitii PKK ile
baglantisi oldugu gerekcesiyle hem HEP hem de ondan sonra devamu niteliginde
olan birkag parti daha kapatilmistir. En son olarak 2005°te kurulan Demokratik
Toplum Partisi’ne kars1 yine terdr orgiitiiyle iliskisi oldugu gerekgesiyle 2007°de
Anayasa Mahkemesi’nde dava acilmig ve mahkeme 2009 yilinda partinin
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kapatilmasina karar verilmistir. Partinin kapatilma ihtimaline kars1 2008 yilinda
Baris ve Demokrasi Partisi kurulmustur.

27 Ekim 2013 tarihinde Ertugrul Kiirk¢ii ve Sebahat Tuncel’in Es Baskanliginda
Halklarin Demokratik Partisi (HDP) adiyla yeni bir parti kurulmus ve Baris ve
Demokrasi Partisi, Devrimci Sosyalist Parti, Ezilenlerin Sosyalist Partisi,
Sosyalist Yeniden Kurulug Partisi, Yesiller ve Sol Gelecek gibi birgok partiyi
biinyesine katmistir. Baris ve Demokrasi Partisi’nin iiyeleri yeni kurulan partiye
katilmiglardir (Kamer, 2021). 7 Haziran 2021’de Yargitay Bassavcisi Bekir
Sahin, HDP’nin kapatilmasi i¢in Anayasa Mahkemesi’nde dava agmis,
Mahkemenin genel kurulu 21 Haziran 2021°de iddianamenin kabuliine oy
birligiyle karar vermistir. Kapatma davasi sonug¢lanmadigi igin, HDP alternatif
olarak daha 6nce kurdugu Yesil Sol Partisi (YSP) diger adiyla Halklarin Esitlik
ve Demokrasi Partisi (DEM) ile 2023 Genel Segimlerine katilmistir.

DEM ile devam etmelerine ragmen HDP hala faaliyet gdstermektedir. HDP,
kurulduktan sonra bir¢ok parti bagkani degismistir. Bunlar arasinda en ¢ok 6ne
cikanlar arasinda teror suglamasiyla tutuklanan Selahattin Demirtas ve Figen
Yiiksekdag’da bulunmaktadir. 2023 yilinda resmi olarak bagkanligin1 Sultan
Ozcan ve Cahit Kirkazak yaptig1 goriilmektedir. Calismamizda Suriye olaylarinin
baglamasindan 2023 Genel Secimlerine kadar siyasi faaliyette bulunan HDP’nin
ilk es bagkani ve onursal bagkani ile Kiirt milliyetciliginin teorisyenleri arasinda
sayilan Ertugrul Kiirk¢ii ele alinmistir. Partinin bagkanlarina baktigimizda bunlar
arasinda en aktif bir sekilde Twitter’t kullanan ve 2023 secimlerine kadar
HDP’den milletvekili olarak siyaset yapan kisi Ertugrul Kiirk¢li olmustur.
Bundan dolayi ¢aligmaya Ertugrul Kiirk¢ii’niin alinmasi tercih edilmistir.

Parti olarak HDP ve yoneticileri Suriye politikas1 konusunda genellikle iktidar
elestirmistir. 1YI Parti ve Zafer Partisi genellikle Suriye’deki Tiirkmenlerle
ilgilenirken, HDP, Suriye’deki Kiirtlerle ilgilenmis ve Tirkiye’'nin Suriye
politikasini ve operasyonlarini elestirmistir.

Ertugrul Kiirk¢ii’niin Esed’e Yonelik Twitter Paylasimlarindan Bazi
Ornekler

Ertugrul Kiirkeii, Esed’i diktator, tek adam, zalim olarak gorse de Suriye’de
diizenin saglanmasi ve bu diizende Kiirtlere rol verilmesinin Esed’e bagh
oldugunun kanaatindedir. O’na gore, Erdogan ile Esed arasinda pek bir fark
bulunmamaktadir: Erdogan Tiirkiye’de ziilim yapmakta, Esed ise Suriye’de.
Kiirk¢ii ve HDP’nin Suriye ile ilgilenmesi ya da giindemine almasi genellikle
Tiirkiye’nin Suriye’ye miidahale ettigi donemlerde olmus ve artmistir. Diger
zamanlarda Suriye ¢ok fazla glindemlerine gelmemistir.
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Ornek 1 (14 Temmuz 2012)

“@ozelkalem_ size bir ayna tuttum. Goruntuyu begenmediniz demek. Siz
bilirsiniz. Esad'a gelince onun icin de Tayyip ERdogan’a bakin.”

Ornek 2 (22 Ekim 2012)

“Esad rejiminin bir tek parti diktatorlugu oldugunun tartisilacak tarafi mi var?
Bunu da 40 yildir soyliiyoruz.”

Ornek 3 (7 Temmuz 2022)

“Tekgilikte Ankara’ya rahmet okutan Sam yédnetimi bile, yeni diizende Kiirtleri
icerecek bir ¢ergeve arayisinda oldugunu saklamiyor.”

Ornek 4 (25 Agustos 2022)

“Ulkenin teréristlerden temizlenmesi lazim. Bizim simir giivenligimiz son derece
onemli. Suriye’nin toprak biitiinliigii ve siyasi biitiinliigii son derece onemli.
Insanlarin giivenli bir sekilde iilkeye geri donebilmesi aym sekilde 6nemli.”

Yukarida da belirtildigi gibi Ertugrul Kiirkgii icin Esed, sikintili olabilir, ancak
kendisiyle anlagilmasi gereken biridir. Suriye’nin biitiinliigiiniin saglanmas1 ve
Kiirt bolgesinin de bu diizende yerini almasi Esed’in razi edilmesiyle
gerceklesebilir. Paylastigi tweetlere baktigimizda Kiirkgii, Esed’e yonelik
muhatap imgesine sahiptir. O’na gore Esed ile konusulup, goriisiilmeli yani Esed,
muhatap alinmalidir.

Ertugrul Kiirkcii’niin Suriyelilere Yonelik Twitter Paylasimlarindan Bazi
Ornekler

Ertugrul Kiirkeii, Suriyelileri genellikle miilteci ve siginmaci bazen de gogmen
olarak nitelendirmistir. Daha 6nce kisaca degindigimiz gibi HDP ve mensuplari
Suriyelilerden ¢ok Suriye’deki Kiirtlerle ilgilenmislerdir. Ozellikle Tiirkiye’nin
teroristlere kars1 yiiriittiigii Firat Kalkani1 Harekati, Zeytin Dali Harekati ve Barig
Pmar1 Harekat: gibi sinir dig1 operasyonlari ile Ozgiir Suriye Ordusu’na verdigi
destegi elestirmis ve Tirkiye'nin oradaki Kiirtlere zarar verdigini iddia
etmislerdir. Kiirkcti, attig1 tweetlerde Tiirkiye’yi emperyal, isgalci, Cihatcilart
destekleyen bir iilke olarak gérmiistiir. Bazi siyasetgilerin Suriyelilere yonelik
provokatif sdylemlerine ise karsi ¢ikmig ve Suriyelileri destekleyici tweetler
atmastir.
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Ornek 1 (12 Haziran 2015)

“Tiirkiye Suriye'nin icislerine karismaktan vazgecmeli, dolayli silahll
miicadelenin yaminda durmaktan vazge¢meli.”

Ornek 2 (26 Temmuz 2019)

Suriyeli 6grencilerin aldiklart diger destekler AB fonlarindan; bunlarda ne
devletin ne de yurttagin bir katkisi var.”

Ornek 3 (26 Temmuz 2019).

“Vekilsen dogruyu bilmek ve aciklamakla yiikiimlisiin, irk¢ilik yapmakla degil,
haberciysen iddayr arastirmakla yiikiimliisiin, yansitmakla degil. "Devlet 2018'de
kamu biit¢esinden bir Tiirk ogrenciye 450 TL, Suriyeli 6grenciye 180 TL odeme
yapti."  https://multeciler.org.tr/suriyeli-ogrencilere-verilen-burs-ne-kadar/...”
(Sinan Oganin Suriyelilerin Tiirkive'de bedeva okudugunu iddia ettigi tweete
karsi payvlasilan mesajdir).

Ornek 4 (7 Ekim 2019)

“ABD dis politikasinin, silahli kuvvetlerinin takip ettigi siyaseti tamamen terk
edip kendi a¢tiklar: Suriye savaginin biitiin sonuglarim bélge halklarimin iizerine
yikarak kacan Trump'in sorumsuz bir emperyalist giiciin baskani olarak vekaleti
Erdogan’a biraktigr apagik ortada.”

Ornek 5 (5 Mart 2020)

“Bu, TSK'nin ya Ankara’ya kadar ¢ekilmesi ya da Idlib’i ve kolonileri elden
¢ctkarmamak igin Suriye’yi bilfiil istilaya girismesi anlamina geliyor. Cekilmek,
bozgunu igeri tasimak, saldriyi siirdiirmek ise Rusya ile savasmak ve sonugta her
iki halde de ¢okiis demek.”

Ornek 6 (26 Agustos 2021)

“6-8 Ekim giinlerinde Tiirkiye de ve Kobané de halklara karsi sistematik ve seri
suglar islendigi bir gergektir. Bu su¢larin faili Tiirkiye ve Suriye 'nin Tiirk, Kiirt,
Arap, Siiryani ve Ermeni halklarina karsi DAIS ile insanliga kars: ittifak kuran
Erdogan rejimidir.”

Ornek 7 (13 Ekim 2021)

“Ankara icin Suriye’den cekilme zamani Isgal altinda tuttugu bolgeleri yeniden
isgal edemeyecegine ve uluslararast giic dengesi yeni isgallere izin
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vermeyecegine gore, Ankara’min artik diigiinmesi gereken sey Suriye nin
kuzeybatisindaki askerlerini ¢cekmesi.”

Ornek 8 (13 Ekim 2021)

“Isgal”, lafin gelisi degil. Tiirkive, Suriye topraklarinda etnik temizlikler
gerceklestirerek, [...] yiizbinlerce Efvinli ve Serkaniyeliyi [...] yurtsuzlastirarak,
mala miilke el koyarak, kadinlar: kélelestirerek [...] bir “Arap-Islam” “koloni ’si
olusturmaya devam ediyor.”

Ornek 9 (27 Ekim 2021)

“Erdogan, Idlib’e sikismis olan miittefiki cihatg1 siiriilerini Moskova ve Sam’in
elinden kurtarp kendi himayesinde bir “giivenli bolge "ye tasimayt hesapliyor ve
gozii Tel Rifat’1 isgalde.”

Ornek 10 (24 Kasim 2022)

“Rejimin isgal ederek “etnik temizlik” uyguladigi Halep, Efrin ve Idlib’de
orgiitleniyor, Ankara 'min egitip donattigi OSO mensuplar: arasinda kol geziyor;
Arap wkgist ve Selefi cihatgilart kandirip kiraliyor [...] Kiirtlerin diismanlarim
santaj, tehdit ve riigvetle ¢alistirtyor...”

Ertugrul Kiirk¢ii'niin tweetleri ele alindiginda, kendisi Suriye’deki Kiirtleri dost
ve miittefik gormektedir. Diger Suriyelileri ise normal bir halk olarak
gormektedir. Buradaki halk diinyanin herhangi bir yerindeki halk olabilir.
Bunlara yonelik herhangi bir dnyargi olmadig1 gibi sempati de bulunmamaktadir.
Ancak O, Tiirkiye’ye yonelik emperyal imgesini tasimaktadir.

IX.G. ZAFER PARTISi GENEL BASKANI UMIT OZDAG

Umit Ozdag, 2006-2016 yillar1 arasinda Milliyet¢i Hareket Partisi’nde siyasi
faaliyette bulunmustur. Bu dénem igerisinde parti genel bagkan yardimciligi ve
milletvekilligi yapmistir. Ancak 5 Kasim 2016 tarihinde, parti tiiziigliniin baz1
maddelerini ihlal ettigi gerekgesi ile MHP Genel Merkezi tarafindan partiden
ihra¢ edilmistir. Daha sonra 25 Ekim 2017 tarihinde kurulan IYI Parti’nin
kurucular kurulunda bulunmustur. 2018 yilinda yapilan segimlerde Iyi Parti’den
milletvekili secilmistir. 6 Kasim 2020 tarihinde, IYI Parti yodnetimiyle
tartigmalara girmis ve partiden ihra¢ edilmistir. Ancak 13 Ocak 2021 tarihinde
Ankara 1. Asliye Hukuk Mahkemesi ihra¢ kararini iptal etmistir. 4 Mart 2021
tarihinde ise Y1 Parti'den istifa etmistir. Ozdag, 26 Agustos 2021 tarihinde Zafer
Partisi’ni kurmus ve su anda genel baskanligini yiirlitmektedir (Habertiirk, 2022).

55



Sileyman Bahgivan

Umit Ozdag, belki de Tiirk siyasetgileri arasinda Suriye ile ilgili en fazla giindemi
mesgul eden, tweet atan kisidir. Ozdag, Suriye i¢ savasinin ortaya ciktigi
donemlerden 2016 yilina kadar genellikle Suriye konusunda yaptig1 analizlerin
linklerini Twitter’dan paylagsmis, pek fazla asirilik igeren tweetler atmamstir.
MHP’den ihrac1 sonras1 1Y1 Parti’ye katildigi dénemde artik yavas yavas sert
soylemlerle Suriyelileri hedef almaya baslamistir. Daha sonra Y1 Parti’den ihrag
edilip, Zafer Partisi’ni kurmasiyla Suriye sdylemleri radikal bir hal almistir.

Umit Ozdag’in Esed’e Yonelik Twitter Paylasimlarindan Bazi Ornekler

Umit Ozdag’in Esed’e yonelik tutumu bastan beri olumlu olmustur. Ozdag,
Esed’i bolgede bir Kiirt devletinin kurulmasmi engelleyecek, Suriyelilerin
Tiirkiye’den geri doniiglerini saglayacak kisi olarak gérmektedir.

Ornek 1 (10 Nisan 2012)

“Osloda pkk ya gosterilen diplomatik tahammul neden esad rejimine
gosterilmez.”

Ornek 2 (2 Kasim 2016)

“Tahran ile ¢oziim ise Suriye'de Esadt Ankara'min kabul etmesinden gegiyor.
AKPnin Esad gitsin isrart iilkemize ¢ok zarar veriyor.”

Ornek 3 (23 Eyliil 2018)

“Tiirkiye'nin Suriye'de bir PKK'istan'in kurulmasini engellemesinin tek yolu
Suriye'nin birligini saglayacak tek aktor olan Esad ile anlasmasidir. Esad ile
catismak PKK'va yardim etmektir. 1Yl Parti PKK'istan'a hayw, Suriye'nin
birligine evet diyor.”

Ornek 4 (12 Ekim 2022)

“Suriye rejimi ile resmi gériismelere baslyoruz. 2023 Secimlerinin ardindan
Zafer Turizm tek yonlii seferlerine baslyor. Siginmact ve kagaklara simdiden
valizlerini hazirlamalarini tavsiye ediyoruz.”

Atilan tweetlerde goriildiigii gibi Umit Ozdag, Esed’i Suriye’de bir Kiirt devleti
kurulmasinin engellenmesi, Suriyelilerin Tiirkiye’den gonderilmesini ana aktorii
olarak gérmekte ve Esed’e gerekli degerin verilmemesinden sikayetcidir. Kendisi
Esed ile goriismelere baslayip, Suriyelilerin gonderilmesi icin ¢aligmalar
yaptigim ifade etmektedir. Tiim bunlara baktigimizda Ozdag, Esed’i kabiliyet ve
kiiltiir agisindan esit gdrmekte, ona kars1 iyi niyetler beslemektedir. Bu durum
Ozdag’mn Esed’e kars1 miittefik imgesine sahip oldugunu gostermektedir.
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Umit Ozdag’in Esed’e Yonelik Twitter Paylasimlarindan Bazi Ornekler

Umit Ozdag, Suriyelileri gogunlukla siginmaci (54 defa) olarak nitelendirmistir.
Sigmmacinin yaninda isyanci, muhalif, mafya, ¢eteci, besleme, ithal se¢men gibi
kavramlar1 da kullanmistir. Ozdag, Suriyelilere kars1 asir1 olumsuz tutumlara
sahiptir. O’nun igin en biiyiik tehlike Suriyelilerdir. Ozellikle Suriyelilere
vatandashik verilmesine, onlara sosyal yardim yapilmasma, schirlere
yerlesmelerine, eglenmelerine karsidir. O, birgok paylagiminda Suriyeliler
tarafindan ya da onlarin karigtig1 baz1 olay veya suglar1 sanki tiim Suriyeliler
yapiyormus gibi gostermekte, bazi yalan veya dogru olmayan haberleri de
paylagmistir. Attig1 birgok tweet ile Suriyelileri agik¢a hedef haline getirmistir.

Ornek 1 (17 Aralik 2018)

“Tiirkiye'de dogan Suriyeli ¢ocuklara vatandaslik verince anne ve babalarina ve
kardeslerine de verecekler. Tiirk milletini aptal zannediyorlar. Suriyelilere Tiirk
vatandashgr verecek olanlarin Allah belasini versin. Bu Tiirk Milletine
ihanettir.”

Ornek 2 (2 Kasim 2021)

“Kilis’te Tiirk ve Suriyeli sayist esitlendi. 2 kisiden 1°i Suriyeli. Ticareti ele
gegirdiler, is alanlart ve sosyal alanlar daraldi. Kadinlar aksam digari
cikamiyor. Ustelik iklim krizi icin énlem alimmazsa 30 yilda 30 milyon yeni
siginmact bekleniyor. Tehlikenin farkinda olun.”

Ornek 3 (7 Kasim 2021)

“Bugtin 5 milyonu asan Suriyeli sayisi, korkun¢ dogum oranlariyla gelecekte
Tiirk niifusunu gececek. Ulkemizin demografik yapisini bozarak toplum
miihendisligine soyunanlar bilmeli ki, Tiirkiye 'nin Arap iilkesi olmasina asla izin
vermeyecegiz.”

Ornek 4 (25 Kasim 2021)

“Suriye’den ithal edilen sapik, tacizci ve katiller de yetmedi, Afganistan’dan da
ithal ettiler. Bugiin iilkemizde kadinlaruimiz, gencglerimiz 6lmeden, tacize
ugramadan eve donmenin miicadelesini de vermekte. #AKbalonPatladi kiri
tilkeye yayildr.”

Ornek 5 (27 Kasim 2021)
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“Ulkeni savunmak icin bir imza at ve imza topla. Attigin ve topladigin her imza
Suriyelileri Suriyeye biraz daha yaklastiracaktir.”

Ornek 6 (28 Kasim 2021)

“Suriyeliler ile yasamak istiyorsan Suriye’ye git. 9 milyon Suriyeliye beslemek
icin 90,8 milyar dolar harcadik. Suriyeliler kaldik¢a ekonomik kriz devam
edecek. Zafer Partisi’'nin Suriyelilerin Suriye’ye donmesi i¢in diizenledigi
kampanyaya imza ver, iilkemizin isgalini engelle.”

Ornek 7 (22 Ekim 2022)

“Ithal Se¢cmen ile Tiirk Milleti'nin elinden secme-secilme hakkinmin alinmasina
Zafer Partisi direnecek. Kaderimizi iilkesini terk eden Suriyeli, Afgan
belirlemeyecek. Erdogan’in ithal se¢men oyuyla iktidarda kalmasina izin
vermeyecegiz. Biitiin segmenlere ¢cagrimiz: ithal secmene diren.”

Ornek 8 (29 Ekim 2022)

“Sevgili Gaziantepliler, Gaziantep'te 11 yildir siiren Suriyeli isgali, artarak
devam ediyor. Suriyelilerin saglik, egitim ve sosyal hayatlarinin masraflarini siz
odiiyorsunuz.”

Ornek 9 (16 Aralik 2022)

“Ankara'min en iyi liselerinden olan Atatiirk Lisesi'ne Milli Egitim Bakani gitmiy
ve kaynastirma adi altinda Arap kiyafetleri ile Arapca etkinlik yaptirmas.
Kaynasmayacagiz. O kadar kaynasmak istiyorsaniz siz Suriyeye gidin.”

Ornek 10 (16 Ocak 2023)

Zafer Turizm'in tek yonlii Sam seferleri icin bilet satislarimiz baslamistir.
Gondermek istediginiz ismi eft a¢iklamasina yazin, rezervasyonunu yapalim.
Alici: Zafer Partisi Ziraat Bankasi IBAN: TR23 0001 0013 9597 4886 8550 01

Umit Ozdag, tehlikeli olarak gordiigii bu milleti géndermek igin ““Suriyeliler
Suriye’ye” kampanyasi baslatmig ve bunun i¢in iilke genelinde imza faaliyetleri
gergeklestirmistir. Tiim atilan tweetlere baktigimizda Ozdag Suriyelilere yonelik
dejenere olmus yani yozlagmis diigman imgesine sahiptir. Bu imgedeki kisiler
beceriksiz, yozlasmig, ahlaksiz, maddi ve fiziksel acisindan haz pesinde kosan
ozelliklere sahiptirler.
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Tablo 2: Tiirkiye’deki Siyasi Parti Liderlerinin Suriyeli Imgesi

Siyasi Parti Liderleri Suriye Halky Esed

Recep Tayyip Erdogan Dost ve Mittefik Haydut

Kemal Kiligdaroglu =~ —=-eeeemv Muhatap

Ahmet Davutoglu Dost ve Mittefik Haydut

Devlet Bahgeli Dost Bagimli Diigman
Meral Aksener Diisman Miittefik
Ertugrul Kiickgi s Muhatap

Umit Ozdag Denejere Olmus Diisman Miittefik

SONUC VE DEGERLENDIRME

Savas, issizlik, kuraklik gibi sebeplerle go¢ eden insanlar gittikleri iilkelerde
cesitli sorunlarla karsilagabilmektedirler. 2011 yilinda baslayan Suriye ig
savagsiyla birlikte 100 binlerce insan hayatin1 kaybetti ve milyonlarca insan
memleketini terk etmek zorunda kald1. Ulkelerinden ayrilanlar gittikleri yerlerde
de gesitli sorunlarla karsilagtilar ve bu durum devam etmektedir.

Tiirkiye’nin Suriyelileri iilkeye kabul etmesi vicdani, dini ve 1rki olma iizere
birgok sebebe dayanmaktadir. Bunlardan bazilar1 Suriye halkinin Miisliman
olmasindan dolay1, bazilar1 onlari mazlum gordiikleri i¢in el uzatmaktadirlar. Bir
kismi da Tiirklerle ve Kiirtlerle ayni soya sahip olduklarindan dolay1 Suriyelilere
yardim etmek istemektedirler. Suriyelilerin bir kismi Tiirkiye halkin1 Miisliiman
olarak gordiiklerinden, diger bir kismi da gegmiste Tiirkiye'nin c¢esitli
mazlumlara kucak a¢masindan dolayr Tiirkiye’ye gelmeyi istemektedirler.
Bunlar arasinda Tiirkiye’yi Avrupa iilkelerine gegiste bir koprii olarak gdren
kisiler de bulunmaktadir. Ozellikle savasin ilk yillarinda kacak yollarla
Avrupa’ya gitme arayisi ¢ok daha fazlaydi.

Suriyelilerin ilk geldigi donemde Tiirkiye halki genel olarak kendilerine yardimet1
olmus, ellerinden geldigince yardimei olmaya ¢aligmistir. Ancak belli bir siireden
sonra ucuz isgiicli olusturmalari, bazilarinin ¢esitli sug olaylarina karigmalari, bir
kismina vatandaglik verilmesi gibi durumlar Suriyelilere karsi olumsuz
tutumlarin olugsmasina neden olmustur. Niifus sayisinin fazla olmasi, cocuk, yasl,
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kadin ve engelliler disinda saglikli genglerin de Tiirkiye’ye gelmesi ve bazilarimin
cokca nargile icerek kafelere takilmalari, sahillerde eglenmeleri yerli halk
tarafindan c¢esitli Onyargilara sahip olmalarini tetiklemistir. Ayrica Tiirkiye nin
ekonomik sorunlarmnin olmasi, bir taraftan isverenler igin ucuz ve sigortasiz
isgiicli olan Suriyelilere talebi artirirken, diger yandan igsiz veya ekonomik
durumu kotii olan vatandaslarin ise Suriyelileri, ekmegini ellerinden alan kisiler
olarak goérmelerine neden olmustur. Diger bir mesele ise yukarida da belirtildigi
gibi gelen Suriyeliler arasinda geng, saglhkli ve savasacak erkeklerin
bulunmasidir. Tiirkiye’nin Suriye gibi sinir dis1 operasyonlar yapmasi ve oralarda
yerli Tiirkiye askerlerinin sehit edilmesi, yerli halki bu gen¢ Suriyelilere karsi
olan ofkelerini artirmigtir. Bu gibi durumlar dikkate alindiginda insanlar kendi
grubunu (i¢ grup) her seyin merkezine koyarken, dig gruplar1 diglamaya ve onlar
cesitli sekilde simiflandirmaya ¢alisirlar. Tirkiye’de de benzer olaylar
yasanmaktadir.

Uzun siireden beri Tiirkiye’de iktidar1 AK Parti’nin elinde bulundurmasi ve
Suriye politikasinin da ana aktdrii olmasi bazi partilerce, 6zellikle IYI Parti ve
Zafer Partisi tarafindan ¢oke¢a elestirmis, Suriyeliler ile ilgili ortaya ¢ikan tiim
sorunlarin AK Parti’nin sebep oldugu sdylemleri ortaya atilmig ve bu partiler
neredeyse tiim siyasi sOylemlerini Suriyelileri gonderme iizerine kurmaya
baglamislardir.

Bu siirecte Suriyeliler kardes, dost, mazlum, mafya, sapik, yozlasmis ve Tiirkiye
icin en biiylik tehdit gibi kavramlarla nitelendirilmislerdir. Bu tiir kavramlar
Siyaset Psikolojisi alaninda imge kurami ile agiklanabilmektedirler.
Caligmamizda imge kurami ¢ergevesinde siyasi parti liderlerinin Suriyeliler algisi
belirlenmeye calisilmistir. Caligmanin genel bir degerlendirmesi asagidaki
gibidir.

Recep Tayyip Erdogan’in kendi tweetlerinde de belirttigi gibi Suriye i¢ savasi
oncesinde Esed ile yani Suriye hiikiimeti ile iyi iligkileri bulunmaktaydi.
Suriye’de olaylarin baslamasiyla bu durum degismis ve Esed’in yaptigi
zalimliklerinden dolay1 kendisine kars1 6fke ve nefret duyulmaya baslanmistir.
Ayrica Esed’i yonetimden diisiirmeye calisan Ozgiir Suriye Ordusu’na da destek
vermistir. Erdogan i¢in Suriyeliler mazlum olmalarinin yaninda din kardesidirler.
O’na gore Tiirkiye’ye diisen onlarin yasadiklar1 acilar ortadan kaldirmak ya da
en azindan hafifletmektir. Imge kurami gergevesinde ele aldigimizda Erdogan
i¢in Esed haydut iken, Suriye halk1 dost ve Ozgiir Suriye Ordusu ise miittefiktir.

Kemal Kiligdaroglu, Suriye i¢ savasginin meydana gelmesinde hiikiimetin yani
Recep Tayyip Erdogan’in sebep oldugunu diisiinmektedir. Kiligdaroglu, iktidarin
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yanlis bir politika izleyerek tiim bunlara sebep oldugunu, kendileri iktidara
geldiginde bu sorunlari ¢6zecegini savunmaktadir. O’na gore Esed kotii biri olsa
da sorununun ¢6ziimii i¢in onunla anlasilmasi gerekir. Suriye halki konusunda ise
pek bir degerlendirme yapmaktan ¢ekinmektedir. Boylece O’na gore, Esed
muhatap alinmas1 gereken biri iken, Suriye halki ise ne miittefik ne dost ne de
diismandir. Kiligdaroglu’na gére hem Suriye’nin hem de Tiirkiye’nin istikbali
icin 6nemli olan Suriyelilerin gitmesidir.

Ahmet Davutoglu'nun Suriye politikasi daha once beraber siyaset yiiriittigii
Recep Tayyip Erdogan ile aymidir. Farkliligi Ak Parti’den ayrilip, bagka partide
siyaset yiiriitiiyor olmasidir. Davutoglu’nun Esed’e kars1 haydut, Suriye halkina
kars1 dost ve Ozgiir Suriye Ordusu kars: ise miittefik imgesine sahip oldugu
sOylenebilir.

Devlet Bahgeli, Tiirkiye’nin Suriye politikasini desteleyen bir sdyleme sahiptir.
Bahgeli, Suriye konusunda alti lidere oranla daha az tweet atmis ve attigi
tweetlerle de hiikiimeti desteklemistir. O’na gore Esed, baska devletlere muhtac,
ipleri bagkasimin elinde olan bagimh bir diismandir. Suriye halki ise Tirkiye
halkinin kardesi, dostudur.

Meral Aksener, siyasi politikasim Tirk milliyetciligi {izerinden yiirtitmekte
oldugu sdylenebilir. Tiirkiye’deki tiim milletleri bir nevi Tiirk, disaridakileri de
Tiirki ve digerleri olarak ayirmaktadir. Ancak Kilis, Urfa, Antep, Mardin ve
Hatay gibi illerde koken olarak bakildiginda Kiirt ve Arap niifusunun oran
yliksektir ve buradaki Araplar ve Kiirtler komsu devletler olan Suriye ve
Irak’takilerle akrabadirlar. Aksener’e gore Suriye ve Irakli Tiirkmenler harig
digerleri diismandirlar. Oradaki Tiirkmenler, Tiirkiye’deki Tiirklerle akraba
olduklarindan onlara sahip ¢ikilmasi gerekir, digerleri ise Tiirk veya Tiirkmen
olmadiklarindan Tiirkiye’ye alinmamalilar. Genel olarak baktigimizda Aksener,
Suriyelileri digman ve Esed’i ise kendilerini diigmandan kurtaracak bir miittefik
olarak gormektedir.

Ertugrul Kiirkeii, partisi olan HDP ile tamamen uyumlu ve IYI Parti ile Zafer
Partisi'nin z1dd1  bir sekilde Suriye’deki Kiirtlerden yana bir politika
siirdiirmektedir. Kiirk¢ii, Suriye’deki i¢ savasin en Onemli nedeni olarak
Erdogan’1 gormektedir. O’ na gore Tiirkiye Emperyalist bir amagla Suriye’yi isgal
etmekte ve oradaki Kiirtlere zarar vermektedir. Kiirk¢ii igin Suriye’deki Kiirtler
dost, Kiirt savascilar1 ve Esed miittefiktir. Diger Suriyeliler ise normal herhangi
bir halk iken, Tiirkiye ise isgalci, Kiirtlere zulmeden bir emperyalist iilkedir.

Umit Ozdag, Meral Aksener’e benzer bir sekilde siyasi politikasini Tiirk
milliyet¢iliginin radikal versiyonunu yiiriittigii sdylenebilir. O’na gore Tiirk
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milleti diger tiim milletlerden {istlindiir. Tirkiye, diger iilkelerdeki tim
soydaglarina yardim etmeli, onlar1 korumali, kollamalidir. Tiirkiye’ye ise
yabancilar yani Tiirkler disindaki kisilerin miilteci veya sigimmaci olarak iilkeye
girislerine izin verilmemelidir. Tiirkiye i¢in en biiylik tehlike siginmacilardir. Bu
siginmacilar arasinda 6zellikle Suriyeliler iggalci bir tutum izlemektedirler. Bu
isgalciler birkag ilde niifus cogunlugunu elde etmislerdir. Ileride tiim Tiirkiye nin
niifusunu  gegmemeleri i¢in acilen bunlarin hepsinin smir disi edilmeleri
gerekmektedir.

Umit Ozdag’a gore Tiirkiye’ye gelen Suriyeliler, askerden kagan, yozlasmis, haz
pesinde kosan, her tiirlii sucu igleyebilen kisilerdir. Bunlara kesinlikle vatandaglik
verilmemelidir. Ak Parti bunlara vatandaslik verip, oy kullanmasini saglayarak
iktidarin1 siirdiirmeyi hedeflemektedir. Bu tarz sOylemlerle bazen dogrudan
Suriyelileri hedef gosterebilmekte, vatandaslarin kutuplagsmasina, Onyargi ve
rkgiligin artmasina zemin hazirlamaktadir. Umit Ozdag, her zaman Esed’e karsi
olumlu tutum sergileyip, onu miittefik olarak gormiistiir. Suriyelilere kars1 ise
denejere olmus diisman imgesine sahip oldugu sdylenebilir. O, Suriyelileri
tehlikeli, yozlagsmis, ahlaksiz, beceriksiz bir toplum olarak gérmektedir.

Calismamiz temel olarak 2010-2023 yillar1 arasinda Tiirkiye’deki siyasi parti
liderlerinin Suriyelilere y&nelik algilari “Imge Kurami” gergevesinde ele
alinmaya calisilsa da 2024 yilinin sonlarinda Suriye’de yasanan carpici
gelismelere de kisada olsa deginilmesi gerektigi kanaatine varilmistir. 8 Aralik
2024 tarihinde, Sam’da muhalif gruplar Esed rejimini devirmis ve Esed, ardinda
bir¢ok aci, keder ve harap edilmis bir lilke birakarak Suriye’den kagmuistir.
Esed’in diisiisii, yalnizca Suriye halkinin degil, Suriyelilerin yasadig: tilkelerdeki
hiikiimetler ve toplumlarin da yakindan takip ettigi bir donliim noktas1 oldu.
Ozellikle Tiirkiye’de siyasetciler dahil pek ¢ok kisi, savasin sona erdigini ve artik
Suriyelilerin memleketlerine doneceklerini/donmeleri gerektigini dile getirmeye
bagladilar.

Ancak, Suriye’nin bugiinkii hali, ylizeyde umut vaat eder goriinse de derinlerde
karanlik bir tabloyu barindirmaktadir. On yil1 askin siiredir devam eden i¢ savas,
iilkeyi adeta enkaza cevirmis durumda. Giivenlik tehditleri hala varhigin
stirdiirmekte; farkli silahli gruplar bolgede aktif bir sekilde hareket etmekteler ve
her an yeni ¢atigmalar meydana gelebilir. Ulkenin altyapisi neredeyse tamamen
¢Okmiis; okullar, hastaneler ve liniversiteler yalnizca birer hayal olarak kalmais.
Cocuklarin okuyabilecegi, genglerin gelecegini insa edebilecegi veya hastalarin
sifa bulabilecegi kurumlar, su anda yok denecek kadar az. Bu kosullarda,
Suriye’de tam anlamiyla istikrar ve huzurun saglanmasi i¢in belki on yillar sonra
gergeklesecek.
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Bugiin Tiirkiye ve diger iilkelerde bir diizen kurmus Suriyeliler i¢in goniillii bir
doniis, en azindan kisa vadede gergek¢i goriinmiiyor. Ancak burada tutunamayan,
ayrimcilik ve dnyargilarla karsilasan ya da “ne olursa olsun Esed donemi kadar
kétii olamaz” diyerek bir umut arayanlar, firsat bulduklarinda geri doniis yoluna
cikacaklardir. Yine de biiylik c¢apli bir gonilli doniisiin yakin zamanda
gergeklesmeyecegi ve hiikiimetlerin bu konuda bir baski uygulamayacagi goriisii
hakim. Kisacasi, Suriye’ye doniis, simdilik pek ¢ok Suriyeli i¢in bir hayalden
Oteye gecmemektedir. Ancak bu hayal, Suriye’de huzurun ve istikrarin yeniden
inga edilmesiyle, bir giin gergege donlisecektir.
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TURKISH CONSTITUTIONS FROM THE PERSPECTIVE OF NEW
INSTITUTIONALISM: THE IMPACT OF CONSTITUTIONS ON
TURKISH POLITICAL LIFE

Seda Eke!

Abstract: Throughout history, human beings have established social
mechanisms in order to construct and organise the social sphere. These
institutions, created to ensure order and control chaos, can be considered as
political mechanisms. In the case of Turkey, this period began with the collapse
of the Ottoman Empire and the establishment of the Republic of Turkey.
Accordingly, the Constitutions of 1924, 1961 and 1982 can be considered as
important political instruments, in other words, institutions for the construction
of a new order in Turkey. These constitutional documents have not only been
legal regulations, but also important instruments that have shaped social norms,
political habits and power relations. Therefore, these texts have features that
cannot be explained only by normative theory and positive law. New
institutionalism emphasises that constitutional institutions play an important
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role not only in the organisation of the state but also in shaping the political
behaviour and values of society. Within the framework of the New
Institutionalism approach, these constitutional texts and the institutional
structures they create, how they regulate the relations between the legislature,
the executive and the judiciary, how the separation of powers is implemented,
and within what limits political parties and civil society can act. This study aims
to reveal the impact of constitutional amendments in Turkey on institutional
structures and their reflections on social norms and political behaviour. As a
result, analysing the 1924, 1961 and 1982 Constitutions from the perspective of
New Institutionalism, as important turning points in Turkey's democratisation
process, makes an important contribution to understanding how constitutional
texts shape social and political structures and transform power relations.

Keywords: Institutionalism, New Institutionalism, Turkish Constitutions,
Political Behaviour, Democracy

Yeni Kurumsalcilik Perspektifinden Tiirkiye Anayasalari: Anayasalarin Tiirk
Siyasi Hayati Uzerine Etkisi

Oz: Tarih boyu toplumsal alamin kurgulanmasi ve diizenlenmesi amaciyla
insanoglu toplumsal mekanizmalar kurmustur. Diizenin saglanmast ve kaosun
kontrol altina alinmasi i¢in olusturulan bu kurumlar birer siyasi mekanizma
olarak kabul edilebilir. Tiirkiye ornegi tizerinden bu dénem Osmanli Devleti’nin
yikilip Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti Devleti ' nin kuruldugu tarih itibariyle baglamistir.
Bu dogrultuda 1924, 1961 ve 1982 Anayasalar: Tiirkiye'de yeni bir diizenin
ingast icin onemli birer siyasi ara¢ baska bir ifadeyle kurum olarak kabul
edilebilir. Bu anayasal belgeler, yalnizca hukuki diizenlemeler olmanin
Otesinde, toplumsal normlari, siyasi aligkanliklari ve iktidar iliskilerini de
sekillendiren onemli araglar olmustur. Dolayisiyla bu metinler sadece normatif
teori ve pozitif hukukla aciklanamayacak ozelliklere sahiptir. Yeni
kurumsalcilik, anayasal kurumlarin yalnizca devletin orgiitlenmesinde degil,
ayni zamanda toplumun siyasi davranislart ve degerlerinin bicimlenmesinde de
onemli rol oynadigi vurgulanmaktadir. Yeni Kurumsalcilik yaklagimi
cercgevesinde, bu anayasal metinler ve olusturduklar: kurumsal yapilar, yasama,
yiirtitme ve yargi arasindaki iliskileri nasil diizenledigini, giicler ayriliginin
nasu uygulandigini, siyasi partilerin ve sivil toplumun hangi surlar icinde
hareket edebilecegini incelemektedir. Bu ¢alisma, Tiirkiye'deki anayasa
degisikliklerinin kurumsal yapilar iizerindeki etkisini ve bu degisikliklerin
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toplumsal normlarla siyasal davramislar iizerindeki yansimalarini ortaya
koymayt hedeflemektedir. Sonug¢ olarak, 1924, 1961 ve 1982 Anayasalarinin,
Tiirkiye 'nin demokratiklesme siirecindeki énemli doniim noktalari olarak, Yeni
Kurumsalcilik perspektifinden incelenmesi, anayasal metinlerin toplumsal ve
siyasal yapuy nasil sekillendirdigini ve gii¢ iliskilerini nasil doniistiirdiigiinii
anlamak acisindan 6nemli bir katki sunmaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Kurumsalcilik, Yeni Kurumsalcilik, Tiirkiye Anayasalari,
Siyasi Davranis, Demokrasi

INTRODUCTION

The construction and organization of the social sphere is essential in the context
of human and human relations. This situation reaches a level that covers all
living and non-living environmental relations. From the past to the present,
societies have established social mechanisms based on the conditions they
found themselves in, the beliefs, understandings, and ideologies they held.
However, when a new political order is to be established, the most needed tools
have always been "institutions.” Institutions are the most needed political tools
in situations where order cannot be maintained and chaos prevails. The
formation, functioning, and transmission of institutions from generation to
generation has been a subject of interest throughout history. These institutions
can have an unwritten and informal character, such as customs, traditions, moral
rules, and religious rules, or they may take a more concrete form, such as laws
and constitutions.

Today, especially the constitutional tradition of governance argues—although
with some differences from country to country—that the three powers of a good
political administration should be separately defined and institutionalized
according to the principle of separation of powers. In this way, political powers
can check each other and balance each other's power, contributing to the
protection of individual freedom in the public sphere. However, the
promulgation of such a constitution and its acceptance by the people face
several challenges. For instance, can it be explained by normative theory and
positive law alone how a political system that balances the relative power of
citizens from different social strata, political, and economic power groups in a
country, to influence the political mechanism against each other, is created or
could be created? This does not seem possible. To solve such a problem, the
values and conditions that guide the behavior of political actors must be
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explained in a more comprehensive manner, taking into account the historical
background of political actors. In other words, after analyzing the basic
parameters of political interaction in the historical process, it seems possible to
reach a constitutional political system that is acceptable to everyone. In this
context, it is thought that institutionalism, new institutionalism, and its subtypes
should be utilized to overcome the aforementioned difficulties in the process of
creating a modern constitution.

Institutionalism, particularly new institutionalism, offers a theoretical
framework that examines how rules and institutions shape the functioning of the
state and society and how these structures transform social life. New
Institutionalism goes beyond legal regulations, addressing how institutions
transform social and political behaviors and political processes. In this context,
constitutional institutions not only organize the state but also shape the political
behaviors and values of society.

From the late Ottoman period to the establishment of the Republic of Turkey,
the transformation of the constitutional order and the evolution of institutions
have profoundly influenced the political structure of the country. However, for
Turkey, this process coincided with the end of the Ottoman Empire and the
birth of the Turkish Republic with its democratic norms. The 1924 Constitution,
the 1961 Constitution, and, finally, the 1982 Constitution were used as effective
tools for the transformation of this new era and the establishment of the political
system in Turkey. Constitutional regulations that reshaped the social and
political structure also sought to answer the question of how political
institutions and norms would be constructed.

In the framework of new institutionalism, these constitutional texts and the
institutional structures they introduced will allow us to understand how the
relationships between the legislature, executive, and judiciary were shaped in
Turkey, and how these processes impacted the political culture of the society.
The aim of this study is to analyze how the 1924, 1961, and 1982 Constitutions
played a role in the transformation and institutionalization of Turkey's political
order and evaluate the effects of these constitutional documents on social and
political behaviors from a new institutionalist perspective. The 1924
Constitution laid the foundation for Turkey's first republican structure, the 1961
Constitution emerged as a result of the democratization process, and the 1982
Constitution is seen as a text that reshaped institutional structures after the
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military coup. These constitutional documents, beyond being legal texts, have
been decisive in shaping social norms, political behaviors, and power relations.

The subject of the study is the examination of constitutional norms and
institutions in the process of establishing a democratic political order in Turkey
from the perspective of new institutionalism. In the literature, there has been an
increase in studies that examine the impact of institutions on political life and
behavioral patterns from an institutional perspective. For instance, the principle
of separation of powers introduced by Montesquieu in his work The Spirit of the
Laws has been reconsidered by contemporary political theorists from a dynamic
institutional perspective. Ronald Coase and Ning Wang (2015) explain the
capitalization process of the Chinese socialist system as the result of
modernization efforts, which involves both the power struggle within the
Communist Party and the impact of demands from large social segments such
as peasants and urbanites on the institutional economic system (Kalkan, 2015,
pp. 564-565).

In Turkey, Yazici’s (2016) study examines how the system would change with a
restructured constitution; Ozbudun's (2017) emphasis on how a constitution-
based system builds an institutional order; and Alkan’s (2019) study on
reshaping the rules of Turkish political life with the presidential system are
examples of empirical institutionalism, a subtype of new institutionalism.

This study will use qualitative research methods to analyze the 1924, 1961, and
1982 Constitutions from a new institutionalism perspective. New
institutionalism argues that institutions are not limited to legal texts but are
dynamic structures that shape social norms, behavior patterns, and political
processes. From this perspective, constitutional texts and the institutional
structures they create are not just a legal framework but also instruments that
transform social and political life.

In the first section of the study, the conceptual framework of institutionalism,
new institutionalism, and its subtypes will be presented. Then, a literature
review will be conducted on Turkey’s constitutional history, examining the
content of the 1924, 1961, and 1982 Constitutions and their impact on society
and the state. The literature review will aim to understand how these
constitutional documents were shaped in their historical context, under what
social and political conditions they were accepted, and what kind of political
culture they created. The study will provide a detailed analysis of the
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aforementioned constitutional documents. These texts will be evaluated not just
legally but in terms of how they shaped institutional structures and political
control mechanisms. The analysis will include how these constitutions regulated
relationships between the legislature, executive, and judiciary, how the principle
of separation of powers was applied, and the boundaries within which political
parties and civil society could operate. Special attention will be paid to how
changes in the constitutional texts affected institutions and their impact on
social behaviors and political habits. Finally, a comparative analysis of the
1924, 1961, and 1982 Constitutions will be conducted. This analysis will
present findings on how each constitution created a structure regarding the
relationships between the legislature, executive, and judiciary, separation of
powers, democratic control mechanisms, and the role of civil society.
Moreover, the impact of changes in the constitutional texts on institutional
structures and their transformative effects on social norms and political
behaviors will be compared.

The data collection process of this study will primarily focus on qualitative data.
Document analysis of the constitutional texts and existing literature, along with
historical analysis methods and institutional impact assessments, will form the
main data source to explore in-depth the effects of institutional structures and
constitutional norms on social and political behaviors.

. INSTITUTIONALIST APPROACHES WIHTIN THE SCOPE
OF CLASSICAL INSTITUTIONALISM AND NEW
INSTITUTIONALISM: CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK

Organizations established for achieving a common goal by many individuals or
groups are tools that enable people to accomplish goals that exceed their
individual efforts. Individuals continue to serve the organization as long as they
believe they are receiving the corresponding benefits. In return, the organization
accommodates the individual as long as it benefits from them. Consequently, it
can be said that there is a balance and order between organizations and
individuals.

Organizations are generally examined under two categories: formal and
informal. Informal organizations can be formed independently, or they may
emerge within the structures of formal organizations. Formal organizations are
systems of activities that emerge in the context of information exchange and are
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coordinated and monitored. In modern societies, professions, policies, and
programs are shaped along with rationally designed products and services.
Therefore, formal organizational structures that emerge in this process are
highly institutionalized and require old organizations to adopt new practices,
procedures, and methods (Meyer & Rowan, 1977, p. 41).

Institutionalism has emerged in such an environment. The foundations of
institutionalism theory were laid by Philip Selznick and developed in the 1970s
through the works of Meyer-Rowan and DiMaggio-Powell (Kiziltoprak, 2022,
p. 8). In political science, "institutionalism" came into the agenda with the
studies of John Burgess, Woodrow Wilson, and Westel W. Willoughby on
constitutional law, parliament, bureaucracy, and moral philosophy (Bolat &
Aytemiz Seymen, 2006, p. 230). However, before analyzing institutionalism,
the concept of "institution™ must be examined.

Jepperson (1991) defines an institution as organized, established procedures
(Fidan, 2017, p. 2). As a regulatory mechanism, institutions are political tools
used in times of chaos. In other words, institutions can be formal and written,
such as constitutions, laws, or political structures, or they can be informal and
unwritten, such as norms and values. In this context, it can be said that
institutions have a reciprocal relationship with individuals, as they can influence
individual preferences (Karabulut, 2023). According to this definition,
institutions can be described as guides that outline the boundaries of individual
preferences.

Institutional theory is a historical theory of formal organizational structures and
their historical development, and it is a way of thinking about social processes.
According to Rowan and Meyer’s institutional theory, organizations and the
individuals who form them are surrounded by a network of values, norms, rules,
beliefs, and behavioral patterns that partially constitute them. In this network,
organizational and individual actions create a rational environment (Kiziltoprak,
2022, p. 7).

Institutionalism is a theory that operates in different but interrelated disciplines
such as economics, sociology, political science, and international relations, so
the meaning and nature of the effects of institutions may vary depending on the
discipline in which it is applied (Lowndes, 1996). However, regardless of the
discipline, institutionalism argues that institutions produce effects and,
therefore, actor selection and the essence of institutional explanations are
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formed by institutions, which are defined as the "rules of the game™ (Jupille &
Caporaso, 1999, p. 431).

In political science, the institutionalist approach focuses on constitutions, legal
systems, and governance structures, comparing the political systems of different
countries around these definitions by examining how these definitions change in
specific processes. Duverger's Law is a classic institutional study explaining
how electoral systems affect party systems (Kalkan, 2015, p. 561). This
approach, which examines the formal political institutions of states, focuses on
the nature of the legislative, executive, and judiciary branches and is normative
in nature, which makes it akin to classical institutionalism. The methodological
and theoretical terms used by classical institutionalists have been criticized for
often being insufficiently detailed, and the assumption that these terms should
be explained through common sense began to weaken in the 1950s under the
influence of the behavioral school, which focused on individuals' political
preferences (Lowndes V., 2002, p. 90).

The behavioral school, however, when J. G. March and J. P. Olsen began the
"new institutional politics" in the 1980s, saw the weakening of institutionalism
and the rise of a new approach, which they called "politics." March and Olsen
defined political institutions as "stable and repetitive patterns of behavior" and
sought to examine them with a dynamic perspective, aiming to clarify the
theoretical boundaries of institutional change, rather than the common-sense
explanations of politics found in classical institutionalism (Peters, 1999, p. 25).

Unlike classical institutionalism, which examines collective actions, new
institutionalism, which associates individual actions with the institutional
structure in which they are situated, has found a wider application area and has
been divided into different subtypes by incorporating informal rules and
networks of relationships (Lounsbury, 2023, p. 4). The belief in new
institutionalism that institutions shape the behavior of political actors has
influenced alternative views on politics, leading them to examine "how
institutional arrangements change and how they affect individuals' interests and
motivations” (Kalkan, 2015, p. 583). It should be noted that while classical
institutionalism examined legal systems and governance structures, new
institutionalism also includes the analysis of the state, civil society, and interest
groups (Karabulut, 2023, p. 229).
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An important point about new institutionalism is that it is an approach
consisting of multiple approaches that do not form a unity. Among the most
well-known subtypes of new institutionalism are normative, rational choice,
historical, empirical, and sociological approaches (Hall & Taylor, 1996; Peters,
1999). Unlike classical institutionalism, new institutionalism develops a
separate definition of institutions for each subtype and provides a new approach
to institutional change for each subtype. For example, the change of institutions
is addressed through different approaches such as “garbage can,” "logic of
consequences,” "discontinuous equilibrium," and "critical junctures" (Unlii,
2019, p. 24-25).

According to March and Olsen, normative institutionalism argues that political
institutions shape actors' behavior by influencing their values, norms, interests,
identities, and beliefs. Normative institutionalists claim that institutions, which
are assumed to be neutral, actually carry values and determine appropriate
behavior. For them, institutions simplify political life (Lowndes V., 2002, p. 64-
65). Normative new institutionalism emphasizes the normative (value-based)
dimensions of institutions and the effects of these norms on individuals and
societies. This approach examines how the norms, values, and ideologies
formed by societies affect institutions. Talcott Parsons (1951) is one of the key
theorists emphasizing the role of norms and values in institutional analysis.
Normative institutionalism analyzes how institutions are shaped by values such
as social cohesion, ethics, and justice (Parsons, 1951; Meyer & Rowan, 1977).

Ostrom (1999) rejects the rational choice institutionalism model, which argues
that institutions produce behavior and shape individuals' actions, and claims that
these behaviors are not fixed or predetermined. Political institutions guide
behavior by influencing the context within which individuals choose the
strategies they will follow to reach their preferences. Institutions provide
information about the future actions of others and offer incentives and
disincentives based on different courses of action. While normative
institutionalists emphasize that political institutions are embedded in time and
cultural contexts, rational choice institutionalists argue that institutions are
human-made structures designed to solve collective action problems (Lowndes
V., 2002, p. 66).

In sociological institutionalism, in addition to formal norms and procedures,

symbols, cognitive meanings, and moral values are highlighted, and these
define the framework for actors' actions. Institutions, based on organizational
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structure connected with cultural and institutional explanations, are synonymous
with culture here. Culture, in this context, means collective norms and values
(Hall & Taylor, 1996, p. 942-949). Unlike actor-centered rational
institutionalism, institution-centered sociological institutionalism ensures the
continuation of this understanding through a consensus on what is appropriate,
in line with the logic of appropriateness (March & Olsen, 1984, p. 734-749).
According to the social institutionalism approach, institutions influence the
identities and preferences of actors (Onder A. Afsar, 2017, p. 74-77).

Historical institutionalists focus on how institutional choices made in the design
of government systems affect individuals' future decision-making processes
(Hall & Taylor, 1996, p. 942-949). This approach seeks to understand the
change of institutions over time through historical processes and societal
conditions. Peter Hall (1993), one of the prominent advocates of historical
institutionalism, examined the evolution of institutions and their effects in a
historical context. (Thelen, 1999) also emphasized how institutions changed in
the historical context. Historical institutionalism investigates how past
institutional structures shape today's economic and political institutions. In his
work, (Hall, 1993) discusses how economic policies evolved in a historical
context and the role of institutions in shaping this process.

Another type of new institutionalism, empirical institutionalism, examines the
functioning, organization, and development of institutions and investigates their
effects on the political system (Peters B. G., 2012). Empirical new
institutionalism, which focuses on examining the concrete functioning of
institutions at the social, economic, and political levels, typically relies on
studies supported by quantitative data analysis and observations. The main aim
of empirical institutionalism is to test and validate theoretical approaches with
real-world institutional structures and processes. One

of the pioneers of this type, (North, 1990) used empirical data to understand
how economic institutions, social order, and market processes are shaped.
Empirical analysis investigates the dynamics of institutional change and its
social and economic consequences.

As seen, empirical, historical, normative, and rational new institutionalism each
tries to understand institutional structures through different approaches and
methodologies. While empirical new institutionalism tests the functioning of
institutions with quantitative data and observations, historical institutionalism
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focuses on understanding the changes and evolution of institutions over time.
Normative institutionalism emphasizes the shaping effects of social values and
norms on institutions. These different approaches help us understand how
institutions shape social life and offer deeper insights into social change.

1. 1924 CONSTITUTION AND NEW INSTITUTIONALISM

Constitution of the Republic of Turkey, 1924 is the first constitutional
document of the Republic of Turkey and contains significant provisions that
regulate the social and political structure in the early years of the Republic.
Accepted on February 17, 1924, this constitution regulated the transition of the
Ottoman Empire from a monarchy to a republic and laid the foundational pillars
of the newly established Turkish state.

The first section of the 1924 Constitution is related to basic principles and the
government system. According to this, the Constitution states that the state is a
Republic, sovereignty belongs unconditionally to the nation, and this
sovereignty must be exercised by the people through the Turkish Grand
National Assembly (TGNA). Furthermore, according to Articles 5, 6, and 7 of
the Constitution, legislative power and executive authority are concentrated in
the TGNA. The Assembly exercises legislative power on its own, while
executive power is exercised through the President, chosen by the Assembly,
and the Council of Ministers appointed by the President. The Assembly can
supervise and dissolve the Government at any time. Article 9 of the Constitution
states that the TGNA, which holds legislative power, is composed of
representatives elected by the people according to special law.

The second section of the 1924 Constitution deals with legislative duties.
According to this, the TGNA is composed of representatives elected by the
people in accordance with special law (Art. 9). Any male Turkish citizen who
has reached the age of 18 has the right to participate in parliamentary elections
(Art. 10). However, this article was amended in 1934 to include that "Any
Turkish woman who has reached the age of 22 has the right to be elected as a
deputy.” Similarly, the original form of Article 11 of the 1924 Constitution
stipulated that any male Turkish citizen who has reached the age of 30 can be
elected as a deputy, but the article was later amended in 1934 to include that
"Any Turkish citizen, male or female, who has reached the age of 30 can be
elected as a deputy.” The duties of the TGNA are outlined in Article 26, which
states: "To make laws, amend laws, interpret laws, repeal laws, make treaties
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with foreign states, declare war, examine and approve the state’s budget and
final accounts, mint money, approve and annul monopoly and concession
contracts, declare general and special amnesties, reduce and alter penalties,
delay legal investigations and penalties, and execute finalized death sentences
from the courts."

As previously defined, New Institutionalism is an approach that examines not
only the formal norms and rules of institutions but also how these rules operate
within a social and political context, and how institutions shape individual
behaviors. From this perspective, constitutional order is not just about written
texts but is also shaped by historical and social conditions. It seeks to
understand how institutional structures operate in social life. The 1924
Constitution, as the first constitution of the Republic of Turkey, should be
evaluated in light of the institutional structures that shaped the social, political,
and military context of the time.

According to Parla (2016, p. 27), the 1924 Constitution contains the principle of
legislative supremacy, emphasizing the parliamentary system. However, Alkan
(2019, p. 33-35) argues that despite its emphasis on the parliamentary system,
the 1924 Constitution reflected the institutionalization of power by a
bureaucratic elite in practice. The lack of sufficient checks between the
legislature and the executive in the constitutional text negatively affected the
functioning of the government and parliament. The executive power was
granted extensive powers to the President, which weakened the legislative
oversight function. From the perspective of New Institutionalism, this highlights
the importance of institutional structures and the separation of powers. In
particular, the President's wide powers facilitated the ability of political actors
in Turkey to establish hegemony and determine the style of governance.

According to Ozbudun (2017), the 1924 Constitution established a strong
presidency, but it caused the parliament to be weak in comparison to this
powerful executive organ. New Institutionalism seeks to understand how the
relationships between the legislature, executive, and judiciary interact in an
institutional context, and how these checks have weakened. The applicability of
the principle of separation of powers in the 1924 Constitution is problematic.
This situation, over time, reinforced the one-party regime shaped around the
Republican People's Party (CHP) and Mustafa Kemal Atatiirk (Yazici, 2016;
Karabulut, 2023).
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When the dominance of the one-party regime is analyzed from the New
Institutionalism perspective, institutional weaknesses and the lack of checks
between the executive and legislature can be interpreted as factors that
strengthened the leader’s position and limited the competitive power of political
parties. Erdogan (2016) explains this situation, stating that "The President’s
control over the legislature and the executive laid the foundations of one-party
rule in the early years of the Republic." The Seyh Sait Rebellion in 1925 is an
example of the constitutional weaknesses. The extensive powers granted to the
President enabled the government to take harsh measures to suppress the
rebellion. The New Institutionalism perspective shows how the lack of checks
between institutional structures affects how the state intervenes in crises and
influences order in society. The gaps in the Constitution caused parliament and
the judiciary to fail in providing sufficient oversight, and as a result, repressive
governance practices increased (Ozbudun, 2017). The system established by the
1924 Constitution, especially during the one-party period and policies of
centralization, can be examined within the framework of empirical
institutionalism to understand its effect on society.

Parla (2016, p. 119) argues that the 1924 Constitution carries a democratic
character. However, Ozbudun (2017) suggests that the 1924 Constitution did
not support pluralist democracy, but rather a majority-based democratic
understanding, based on Rousseau’s concept of "general will." Yazic1 (2016, p.
16-17) argues that despite the democratic character of the parliament, the fact
that the deputies were not directly elected made the 1924 Constitution lack
democratic features. Under the 1924 Constitution, members of parliament were
granted judicial authority, and the constitutionality of laws was monitored by
the parliament itself, rather than the judiciary (Tandr, 2018, p. 307). While the
1924 Constitution provided some institutional infrastructure for democracy, the
lack of democratic oversight mechanisms paved the way for one-party rule and
authoritarianism. Between 1923 and 1950, the Republican People's Party (CHP)
was in power, and during this period, political decisions were based on a
centralized structure defined by the party. In the GNAT, CHP candidates
predominated, which limited political diversity. The political party law and
other laws kept political organizations under centralized control, ensuring
CHP’s dominance. CHP's partisan policies led to the exclusion of the public's
political preferences and resulted in limited political pluralism (Ziircher, 2004,
p. 109). From the perspective of New Institutionalism, examining the
interactions of institutions shows that the 1924 Constitution, in practice,
strengthened an authoritarian structure rather than establishing democratic
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checks and balances. The strong leadership and insufficient oversight
mechanisms in the functioning of the Constitution created difficulties in
transforming the political regime into a democratic structure. This shows how
institutional structures, shaped by social norms and cultural values, significantly
influence democratic processes.

According to (Ozler, Yilmaz, & Geylani 2021, p. 200), the rule of law in "non-
democratic" countries is often subjected to external pressures in favor of
individual rights and democracy, but these pressures occur within the
framework of existing restrictions. In some less democratic countries,
constitutional texts and institutions serve to legitimize elitist rules and methods
for nation-state building. In this context, it can be argued that the democratic
features of the 1924 Constitution actually served to legitimize the bureaucratic
elites and the one-party rule (Parla, 2016; Yazici, 2016). The 1924 Constitution
adopted the principle that "Sovereignty belongs unconditionally to the nation"
and emphasized popular sovereignty. However, it envisioned a system in which
this sovereignty operated through representative democracy. While the
Parliament was tasked with representing the people, executive power was
granted to the President, and the state's centralized structure was reinforced. The
1924 Constitution, rather than directly implementing popular sovereignty,
envisioned the functioning of this sovereignty through Parliament and
bureaucracy. In other words, the constitution distributed popular sovereignty
through institutional structures. This situation shows that the founding cadres of
the Republic institutionalized their understanding of conducting reform and
modernization through a centralized approach with the 1924 Constitution. This
aligns with the claim of normative institutionalism that "institutions function not
only as a reflection of a specific power structure, but also as structures that
embody the values and norms of social actors."

Thus, the institutions created are aligned with historical processes. The early
Republican period aimed to establish a strong centralized state structure, and
Atatiirk, in order to ensure state authority, adopted a centralized governance
approach (Zircher, 2004, p. 98). This emphasis on centralization is also
reflected in the economic policies of the time. The principle of statism was
adopted with the belief that central planning and intervention were necessary to
achieve industrialization and economic development. During this period, the
state made significant investments and established many industrial enterprises
while limiting the private sector. In line with the decisions made at the Izmir
Economic Congress (1923), the economy was brought under state control, and
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efforts were made to reduce dependency on foreign powers (Keyder, 2005, p.
114).

When evaluated from the perspective of New Institutionalism, the 1924
Constitution of Turkey can be said to have played an important role in shaping
the societal structure and establishing institutional norms. The Constitution
provided a framework for how institutional structures would shape social order
and influence societal values. In this context, the 1924 Constitution aimed to
regulate both the state’s powers and authority while also bringing about societal
transformation at the institutional level. As emphasized by New
Institutionalism, institutions are not merely mechanisms of the state; they are
structures that shape societal dynamics, values, and norms. The 1924
Constitution is worthy of study in the New Institutionalism framework because
it aimed to integrate institutional structures and social order.

1. 1961 CONSTITUTION AND NEW INSTITUTIONALISM

(Constitution of the Republic of Turkey, 1961)emerged after the Military Unity
Committee (MBK), consisting of 38 military officers, took power on behalf of
the Armed Forces for about a year and a half starting from the morning of May
27, 1960. As can be seen, the 1961 Constitution was prepared in response to an
extraordinary conjuncture. It is noteworthy that the 1961 Constitution reflects a
two-fold structure consisting of the Constituent Assembly, which held
legislative and supervisory powers, and the MBK and the House of
Representatives (Nohutgu, 2021, p. 42).

For the first time, the 1961 Constitution included the concept of the Republic of
Turkey as a "social, democratic, rule-of-law state based on human rights."
However, despite this, the 1961 Constitution has an anti-democratic effect on
the regime. (Ozbudun, 2017) argues that the main motivation behind the 1961
Constitution was the concern over the power of the majority and the desire to
limit the people. Ozbudun claims that the coercive nature attributed to the
armed forces undermines the democratic elements in the Constitution.
Similarly, (Erdogan, 2016) asserts that the 1961 Constitution is a mechanism of
limitation against the fear of the majority’s power.

With the acceptance of the 1961 Constitution, the structure of the executive was
determined. According to this, the executive consists of a prime minister and
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ministers elected from the parliament. In this case, it can be said that the 1961
Constitution is not an authoritarian constitution that promotes a one-party
regime. However, the opaque and unrepresentative practices in the
determination of the legislative body led to anti-democratic outcomes in the
state system, despite the parliamentary image (Yazici, 2016, p. 17).

Furthermore, despite being seen as a text supporting the parliamentary system,
the 1961 Constitution also established institutions such as the Constitutional
Court or the State Planning Organization, which affected the relationship
between the legislative, executive, and judicial powers in an anti-democratic
way. Thus, despite the image of a parliamentary system, it became possible to
interfere in the state functioning through these institutions. Erdogan (2016)
defines this image as a "cautious democracy™ (Karabulut, 2023, p. 238).

Between 1969 and 1974, the 1961 Constitution was amended seven times. The
amendments to the Constitution were a precursor to the 1982 Constitution.
Among these changes was the expansion of military jurisdiction over civilian
courts. With this change, the Military High Administrative Court (AYIM) was
established, and the presidency of the Military High Administrative Court was
granted to it (Nohutgu, 2021). In parallel, (Parla, 2016, p. 120) draws attention
to the militarizing nature of the 1961 Constitution, which transformed the
military bureaucracy into "an executive within the executive" and military
judiciary into "a judiciary within the judiciary." Additionally, (Nohutgu, 2022,
p. 2) argues that the 1961 Constitution, with structures such as the Senate of the
Republic and the National Security Council, which it introduced into Turkish
political life, controls social tendencies and puts them under pressure,
describing them as "the iron fist in the velvet glove." These structures entered
Turkish political life with a referendum that was approved by 61.7%, and they
contain institutions, rules, and processes found in pluralist Western
constitutions.

One of the greatest transformations brought about by the 1961 Constitution in
Turkish political life is the party closure rule regulated in Article 57. Parties
fearing closure were unable to develop their own party programs, which shaped
Turkish political life. The closure of parties led to the emergence of leaders
rather than parties that had not been able to maintain a political presence for
long. As a result, voter behavior was shaped around the personalities and
rhetoric of leaders rather than party programs (Karabulut, 2023, p. 233). This
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situation that emerged after the 1961 Constitution has led to the development of
leader-centered voting behavior in Turkey today.

As mentioned earlier, new institutionalism is an approach that examines the
impact of institutions and institutional structures on politics and the social and
political processes that guide these structures. From this perspective, the 1961
Constitution is a document that led to profound changes in Turkey's political
structure. Prepared and accepted after the May 27, 1960 coup, this constitution
influenced not only the determination of institutional structures but also the
shaping of political processes and democratization dynamics. Evaluating the
1961 Constitution within the framework of new institutionalism helps us
understand how institutional structures transformed political behaviors and
social structures, not just as legal regulations.

The 1961 Constitution reshaped the institutional infrastructure of Turkish
politics. The Constitution established control mechanisms between the
legislative, executive, and judicial branches, creating a system of checks and
balances. However, these institutional structures also served to reinforce the
hegemony of certain powers (especially the military bureaucracy).

One of the most important features of the 1961 Constitution is its strengthening
of control mechanisms between the legislative, executive, and judicial branches
and its attempt to establish a balance between these three powers. However,
from a new institutionalist perspective, it is seen that these controls were often
weak, and the primary organ that performed supervision was the military
bureaucracy. While the relationship between the legislature and the executive
was nominally arranged to ensure the functioning of a parliamentary system, in
practice, this relationship often faced disruption due to military interventions,
leading to a political environment where these control mechanisms became
ineffective. For instance, from the late 1960s onward, increasing military
interventions in Turkish politics caused the supervisory mechanisms between
the legislature and executive to become dysfunctional, and the military
bureaucracy strengthened itself through the Constitution and laws. This
situation is directly related to the provisions of the 1961 Constitution that
strengthened military institutional structures. From the new institutionalist
perspective, it can be argued that such institutional structures have hindered the
democratization process in the long term (Yazici, 2016; Nohutgu, 2021).
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The 1961 Constitution strengthened constitutional oversight mechanisms by
establishing organs such as the Constitutional Court. However, within the
framework of new institutionalism, it is noted that these oversight organs
sometimes became tools that limited democratic functioning. The Constitutional
Court, in some cases, intervened in political processes and acted in
collaboration with the military bureaucracy (Parla, 2016). Additionally,
institutions such as the State Planning Organization, which strengthened a
centralized structure in state administration, also limited the influence of
political parties and civil society.

New institutionalism emphasizes that political behavior and parties are shaped
by institutional structures. The 1961 Constitution, with regulations such as the
party closure rule, weakened the institutional foundations of political parties.
Party closure led to the emergence of leader-centered structures for parties that
could not maintain a long-term political presence, and it led to the emergence of
a political culture in Turkey shaped around the personality and rhetoric of the
leader (Karabulut, 2023; Alkan, 2019). The Justice Party, for example, emerged
as a party shaped around Siileyman Demirel's leadership. Rather than party
programs, Demirel's strong leadership character and oratory power were the key
factors determining election results. This is one of the long-term effects of the
1961 Constitution (Yazici, 2016). The Republican People's Party (CHP) also
became leader-centered after the 1961 Constitution. Biilent Ecevit's leadership
in the 1970s was one of the key factors that united the ideological differences
within the party and made it successful in elections. This also laid the
foundation for the emergence of a political system based on the leader's
popularity rather than the party's institutional structures (Parla, 2016).

New institutionalism also emphasizes the effect of institutions on electoral
processes and voter behavior. The party closure rule in the 1961 Constitution
and military interventions weakened political parties, which became a
significant factor affecting voter behavior. This process led to the strengthening
of leader-centered electoral strategies in Turkey and hindered the
democratization process in the long term. VVoter preferences were determined by
the personalities and rhetoric of leaders, rather than party programs (Alkan,
2019).

Although the 1961 Constitution initiated an important institutional
transformation in Turkish politics, when evaluated from the perspective of new
institutionalism, it is seen that these institutional changes had negative effects
on the democratisation process and the development of the party system. In
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particular, the institutional structures introduced by the constitution have
strengthened the military bureaucracy, and mechanisms such as party closure
have become important factors determining internal party democracy and the
power of party leaders by providing an institutional control over the functioning
of political parties. In this respect, analysing the 1961 Constitution in the
context of empirical institutionalism will reveal the dynamics of Turkish
politics and the way it has shaped its social structure.

(AVA 1982 CONSTITUTION AND NEW INSTITUTIONALISM

On the morning of September 12, 1980, the Turkish Armed Forces seized
power, dissolved the parliament, and declared martial law. After three years of
military rule, a Prime Minister was appointed, and a Cabinet responsible to the
military wing was formed, but civil intervention was not allowed. The 1982
Constitution was submitted to a referendum and accepted in this atmosphere
(Nohutgu, 2021, pp. 49-50).

(Nohutcu, 2022, p. 4) argues that the process of preparing and adopting the
1982 Constitution lacked "democratic, political, social, and legal legitimacy."
He claims that it was prepared under the militaristic and totalitarian conditions
of the military coup, imposed by a nominal Advisory Council, and accepted
under an atmosphere of fear and threats. Therefore, the 1982 Constitution is
considered a product of an anti-democratic and informal period and mindset.

The most common view regarding the (Constitution of the Republic of Turkey,
1982) is that it contains provisions imposing disproportionate bans and
restrictions on basic human rights and freedoms (Erdogan, 2016, p. 192; Yazici,
2016, pp. 85-131; Nohutgu, 2022, p. 4). For instance, the preamble of the
Constitution elevates the state in a way typical of authoritarian and totalitarian
regimes, pushing human rights to the background (Yazici, 2016, p. 67). From an
institutional perspective, (Erdogan, 2002, p. 74) suggests that this section
should be completely removed from the Constitution.

The 1982 Constitution introduced many restrictive measures regarding political
parties, electoral activities, and the establishment and activities of civil society
organizations, and pushed certain political ideas with significant support out of
the political arena (Yazici, 2016, p. 12). Article 148 of the 1982 Constitution
defines a strong state and exempts executive decisions from judicial review.
The Constitution regulates the establishment of the Military High
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Administrative Court and grants the Constitutional Court the authority to review
laws (Karabulut, 2023, p. 235).

The 1982 Constitution grants broad administrative powers to the President. For
example, under Article 104, the President has the authority to appoint and
dismiss the Prime Minister (Constitution Art. 104). The President also has the
power to set and monitor the general policies of the Council of Ministers.
According to Article 89, the President has the authority to approve or veto laws
passed by the Grand National Assembly of Turkey (GNAT). If the President has
doubts about a law, they can send it back to the GNAT for reconsideration.
According to the 1982 Constitution, the President has the authority to appoint
members of the highest judicial bodies in Turkey (Constitution Arts. 146-154).
Article 148 of the Constitution defines a strong state, allowing executive
decisions to be exempt from judicial scrutiny.

Over time, many provisions of the 1982 Constitution have become incompatible
with societal life and have proven inadequate in the face of today’s social,
economic, and technological developments. For example, provisions like
Article 65, which addresses "the protection of the state's economic and social
duties," and Article 174, which concerns "the protection of revolutionary laws,"
are insufficient in addressing the needs and problems of the time. Similarly, the
military perspective embedded in the 1982 Constitution has created crises when
responding to events in daily life. For example, the 1982 Constitution does not
include the provision found in the 1961 Constitution on "preventing epidemic
diseases.” Therefore, the measures implemented during the Covid-19 pandemic,
such as restrictions on "freedom of travel," lacked legal grounds (Nohutgu,
2022, p. 5). As a result, the 1982 Constitution has been amended nineteen times
within thirty years.

Historical records demonstrate the driving force of Europe in Turkey’s
institutional change process. Since 1987, many political, social, and economic
reforms have been carried out in Turkey to align with European Union
membership requirements. The European Union has been viewed as a role
model and a transformative force, prompting Turkey to accept reforms that
would have been difficult to implement domestically. Examples of these
reforms include the civilianization of the National Security Council (MGK)
Secretariat, the termination of some military practices like EMASYA, the
establishment of the ombudsman institution, structural reforms in the
Constitutional Court and the High Council of Judges and Prosecutors (HSYK),
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and the introduction of the right to individual application to the Constitutional
Court. These reforms, particularly after the 2001 Helsinki Summit, led to
noticeable changes in human rights and freedoms (Ozler, Yilmaz, & Geylani,
2021, p. 200; European Commission, 1998). Another driving force behind the
changes in the 1982 Constitution was the transition to a Presidential System. In
2017, Turkey established a unique Presidential Government System, claiming it
would prevent system blockages by incorporating supportive mechanisms.
Since then, the President has been elected through a popular vote (Giil & C.
Celik, 2020, pp. 2031-2032).

As defined above, new institutionalism focuses not only on the norms enshrined
in constitutional texts but also on how these norms have evolved, been
implemented, and interacted with social structures over time. In this sense, the
1982 Constitution can be seen as a document that both determines institutional
structures and offers important clues about how these structures function in
political processes. The 1982 Constitution was prepared and put to a
referendum by the military government after the 1980 coup, thus the
preparation and the initial text of the constitution reinforced the military
tutelage regime in the country (Nohutgu, 2022).

The 1982 Constitution is particularly notable for the wide powers it grants to the
Presidency and its control over the executive. Beyond being the head of state,
the President is endowed with the authority to form the government and make
important decisions about the functioning of the government, leading to the
authoritarianization of the political system. The extensive powers granted to the
President, designed specifically for Kenan Evren, the leader of the 1980 coup,
have led to an increase in anti-democratic practices in political life. With this
constitution, state organs, parliament, and the cabinet were left to the initiative
of the President, leading to the emergence of a hybrid political system between
the parliamentary system and semi-presidentialism under the shadow of the
Presidency (Nohutgu, 2022, p. 6). This situation allows the executive to operate
freely with respect to the Constitution. From a new institutionalism perspective,
the constitutional text has a decisive impact on how these powers will be
applied and how societal actors will shape them. By granting excessive power
to the Presidency, the 1982 Constitution weakened the checks and balances
between the legislature, executive, and judiciary, thus increasing the power of
the executive (Yazici, 2016). This has led to political life being shaped
primarily under the shadow of a strong executive, and the weakening of
oversight mechanisms.
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Military tutelage, which began with the 1961 Constitution, continued through
the 1982 Constitution (Ozbudun, 2017, p. 107). Additionally, the establishment
of the Military High Administrative Court created a duality in the judiciary. The
Constitutional Court's oversight role has led to frequent intervention in the
executive domain (Karabulut, 2023, p. 235). The biggest effect of this on
Turkish political life has been the lack of institutional order and the frequent
interruption of the democratic system. Events such as the February 28th
(Postmodern Coup) and the more recent e-memorandum attempts are the results
of the tutelage system. From a new institutionalism perspective, the interaction
between institutional structures leads to lasting changes in political and social
life. The tutelary institutions of the 1982 Constitution have had an effect of
obstructing the development of democracy in Turkey and undermining
majoritarian democratic principles. Institutions like the judiciary and the
military have, at times, prevented the political decisions of the government,
creating an undemocratic situation. A clear example of this tutelary structure is
the Constitutional Court's intervention in the 2007 Presidential election process.
The Constitutional Court intervened in the legislature’s authority to elect the
President. This institutional design supported a structure that prevented political
actors and parties from acting independently. Moreover, in line with new
institutionalism, the inconsistency between rules and norms reshaped power
relations in society and the interactions between institutions.

However, changes to the 1982 Constitution over time have enabled steps toward
transforming Turkey's political structure. From a new institutionalism
perspective, these changes can be seen as reflections not only of changes to
constitutional texts but also of how these texts have functioned in practice. Most
of these changes have aimed to weaken the tutelary structures and undemocratic
mechanisms in the Constitution. Particularly the changes made in 1995 lifted
restrictions on political parties and enabled civil society organizations to operate
more freely. (Karabulut, 2023). These steps increased the participation of
women in politics and opened an important window for freedom of thought in
the political sphere. However, these changes did not transform the fundamental
structure of the Constitution, especially institutions like the Presidency and the
MGK.

Most of the changes made to the 1982 Constitution have been significantly
influenced by the EU alignment process. In this context, reforms made in 2001
included constitutional amendments related to human rights, judicial
independence, and the prohibition of torture. However, the 2001 changes were
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not only legal adjustments but also factors that transformed the functioning of
the state and society. Regulations on civilian oversight and judicial
independence contributed to democratization, but the impact of these changes
was limited in an environment where the military bureaucracy still held
significant influence (Yazici, 2016). This is an example of how institutional
structures and social processes influence each other.

The constitutional amendments made in the 2010 referendum aimed to
restructure judicial bodies and increase civilian oversight (Yazici, 2016). From
a new institutionalism perspective, these reforms strengthened the oversight
mechanisms between different branches of the government. However, with the
introduction of partisan politics and the efforts of institutions to protect their
own interests, how these changes were applied in practice remains an important
question (Ozbudun, 2017).

With the 2017 amendments, the Presidential Government System was
introduced, and

the oversight relationship between the executive and legislature was further
weakened (Yazici, 2016). Although these changes were not directly linked to
the EU alignment process, when viewed from the perspective of new
institutionalism, they resulted in the centralization of institutional structures and
a weakening of oversight mechanisms (Nohutcu, 2021). These changes
strengthened the executive and caused the principle of checks and balances to
function in a weaker manner. This is seen as an important transformation that
affects the social structure and political behavior. Moreover, such institutional
changes could negatively impact the democratization process (Parla, 2016).

When evaluated within the framework of new institutionalism, the changes
made to the 1982 Constitution can be seen as a process that affects the evolution
of the institutional structure, power relations among actors, and changes in
institutional culture. Initially, the 1982 Constitution can be considered a text
that reinforced tutelary structures, weakened oversight mechanisms over the
executive, and obstructed democratic functioning in Turkey. However, through
the amendments, efforts have been made to increase the democratic functioning
of the Constitution. The 1995 and 2001 amendments allowed for greater
freedom in political parties and civil society, making political diversity possible.
However, the 2017 reforms gave more powers to the Presidency, centralizing
this structure.
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In the context of new institutionalism, it can be said that institutional reforms
are not limited to changes in the constitutional text but also influence social-
level power relations and the strategies of political actors. This process, while
important steps toward democratization have been taken, reflects a reality where
institutional structures still carry tutelary features, sometimes obstructing
democracy.

CONCLUSION

Constitutions are significant political tools in establishing a new order in society
and gaining acceptance from the public. Therefore, constitutions can be
considered institutions that shape political norms and behavioral patterns. The
institutionalist perspective argues that institutions lead to certain effects. New
Institutionalism, however, claims that institutions are not limited to legal
arrangements but are also dynamic forces that transform social and political
behaviors and political processes.

This study analyzes the 1924, 1961, and 1982 Constitutions, as well as the
amendments made to the 1982 Constitution, from a New Institutionalism
perspective. In this context, it has been observed that each of the three examined
constitutions created specific institutional structures and had a significant
impact on the evolution of Turkish politics.

The 1924 Constitution, as the first constitution of the Republic of Turkey,
aimed to establish a republican and secular state structure, unlike the
monarchical structure of the Ottoman Empire. This constitution was a
significant step in laying the institutional infrastructure of a restructured state,
particularly with features like the sovereignty of the parliament and the
concentration of executive power in a single authority. When evaluated from a
New Institutionalism perspective, the 1924 Constitution shaped institutional
structures in a somewhat centralized manner. The relationship between the
legislature and the executive was particularly strong under the one-party rule,
which led to a weakening of democratic oversight mechanisms. Notably, the
relationship between the military bureaucracy and political authority became a
key factor in shaping the institutional structure (Ozbudun, 2017). This
constitution created an environment that limited the influence of political parties
and civil society, shaping social behaviors in accordance with a centralized
political structure. In terms of social and institutional influence, this constitution
is the first document that established Turkey’s political institutions; however, its
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bureaucratic structure proved limiting in terms of democratization and social
transformation.

The 1961 Constitution was prepared under the influence of the National Unity
Committee, which was established following the May 27, 1960 coup, and aimed
to lay the foundations of a new democratic order. While this constitution
brought significant progress in democratic rights and freedoms, it also
institutionalized the role of the military bureaucracy and judicial oversight. The
constitution included democratic oversight mechanisms and aimed to strengthen
the relationships of control between the legislature, executive, and judiciary
within the framework of the parliamentary system. However, through
institutional structures like the Constitutional Court and the National Security
Council, the military bureaucracy still played a significant role. This situation
negatively affected the balance and oversight between institutional structures
and limited the influence of civil society. One of the most important features of
the 1961 Constitution was its intervention in the operation of political parties,
such as through mechanisms like party closures. This paved the way for a
leader-oriented political system and created an institutional structure that shaped
political behaviors (Karabulut, 2023). In this sense, the 1961 Constitution did
not remain limited to legal arrangements but deeply influenced the institutional
dynamics of Turkish politics.

The 1982 Constitution was created following the September 12, 1980 military
coup and reflects the influence of military intervention. This constitution is
regarded as a text that reinforced militaristic structures and strengthened the
political influence of the military bureaucracy. Additionally, the relationship
between the legislature and the executive was again structured under one-party
dominance, with democratic oversight remaining weak. When evaluated from a
New Institutionalism perspective, the 1982 Constitution is seen as a text that
solidified institutional structures, maintained strong military influence, and
weakened parliamentary oversight. This constitution seriously restricted
political parties and social movements, creating an environment where the
executive power strengthened alongside military influences in the governance
of the state. Social behaviors were also shaped according to these institutional
structures, leading to the development of a leader-oriented political culture.

While the 1924 Constitution reinforced a centralised structure, the 1961

Constitution strengthened democratic rights but maintained the influence of the
military bureaucracy. The 1982 Constitution, following the military coup,
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weakened democratic control mechanisms and reinforced a centralised political
structure. These constitutional changes have transformed Turkey's political
culture, social norms and political behaviour, but each constitution has had both
positive and limiting effects on democracy.

Conclusionally, it has been observed that the examined constitutions have a
characteristic of shaping the relationship between the state's three fundamental
functions: the legislature, the executive, and the judiciary. Therefore, we can
say that constitutions also determine the nature of the political system and
regime. More specifically, constitutions influence whether a political system
will be presidential, semi-presidential, or parliamentary. At the same time,
constitutions also affect whether a regime becomes more authoritarian or
democratic. In addition to the balance between the legislature, executive, and
judiciary, constitutions also impact electoral systems, political party
organizations, and regulations. Institutional changes in electoral systems and
political parties affect individuals' interests and motivations, influencing their
preferences and behavioral patterns in political life. Therefore, each of the three
constitutions provides valuable data on how they shaped institutional structures,
social norms, and political habits.

Criticisms of the current constitution are focused on its inability to address
contemporary issues, and much of Turkey's political agenda is centered on
constitutional amendments. However, normative theory and positive law studies
alone are insufficient for analyzing constitutions and preparing a new one. This
process also requires examining the motivations and beliefs that shape the
behavior of political actors. The country’s political principles, individual and
organizational behavioral patterns, the degree of alignment of these patterns
with newly drafted norms, and initiatives to increase this alignment will result
in a more positive impact in the preparation of a new constitution. Therefore,
reading the constitution and constitutional norms as an institution from a New
Institutionalism perspective will provide more information about the nature of
reforms and norms that individuals will mutually consent to. Within the
framework of New Institutionalism, constitutional changes should not only be
examined through the texts themselves but also in terms of their impact on
Turkey’s political culture and democratic functioning, and they should be
analyzed and implemented accordingly.
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Mekan, yalnizca fiziksel bir alan degil, ayn1 zamanda toplumsal iliskilerin
iiretildigi ve yeniden bigimlendirildigi bir yapidir. Henri Lefebvre’e gore,
mekan, ekonomik, politik ve kiiltiirel dinamiklerle siirekli olarak iiretilen bir
siirectir. Lefebvre’nin “mekanin tiretimi” kavrami, mekani toplumsal iliskilerin
hem iiriinii hem de {ireticisi olarak goriir; bu da mekanin nétr ya da sabit bir
olgu olmadigimi ortaya koyar (Lefebvre, 1991). Kent mekaninda insan
davraniglar1 ve kiiltiir, karsihkli bir etkilesim igindedir. Ornegin, kentsel
mekanin  diizenlenmesi, bireylerin gilinlik yasam pratiklerini, sosyal
etkilesimlerini ve hatta kimliklerini sekillendirirken, bu bireysel ve toplumsal
pratikler de kentsel mekani yeniden tanimlar. Kent kiiltiirii, bu baglamda
mekanin sembolik ve islevsel boyutlarmi bir araya getirerek, kimliklerin,
aidiyetlerin ve toplumsal iliskilerin insa edildigi bir alan haline gelir. Ozellikle
modern kentlerde, kamusal alanlar bireylerin hem 0Ozgiirlesmesini hem de
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sinirlandirilmasinit miimkiin kilar; dolayisiyla mekén, bir iktidar ve direnis alan1
olarak da islev goriir (Harvey, 1989). 18.ylizyilin sonu ve 19. yiizy1l, Sanayi
Devrimi’nin etkisiyle toplumsal yapmin ve ihtiyaglarin hizla degistigi bir
dénemdir. Bu donemde toplumda egitim, saglik ve sosyal refah alanlarinda
reform talepleri artmis; ulusal devletlerin, bireylerin ihtiyaglarina daha fazla
odaklanan politikalar gelistirmesi gerekliligi dogmustur (Tilly, 1992). Deniz
hamamlarinin, insanlarin sosyallesme arayislarina yanit veren ve kent yasamina
hizlica adapte olan eglenceli, sifa verici ve farkli insanlarla tanigma firsati sunan
mekanlar olarak benimsenmesi, donemin kent kiiltiiriinde 6nemli bir yer
edinmelerine neden olmustur. Dort tarafi kapali, direkler {izerine kurulu ahsap
yapilar olan deniz hamamlari, ilk basta temizlik amaciyla kullanilmalarina
ragmen, zamanla adim1 hamamdan alarak biiyilkk bir kentsel olguya
doniismiistiir.  Istanbul, Izmir ve Canakkale gibi donemin o6nemli
metropollerinde modernlesme, sosyallesme ve Ozglirlesme ¢abalarinin bir
yansimasi olarak hizla ¢cogalan bu yapilar, yalnizca Osmanl kentlerinde degil,
Avrupa’da da taninir hale gelmistir. Deniz hamamlarinin bu donisiimii, kent
teorisi, kent sosyolojisi ve kent tarihi acgisindan Snemli bir inceleme alani
sunmaktadir. Bu baglamda, arsiv kaynaklari, Evliya Celebi’nin Seyahatname’si
ve diger yazili-gorsel materyallerle yapilan ¢aligmalar, bu mekanlarin sosyal ve
kiiltiirel etkilerini anlamada biiylik bir katki saglamaktadir. Yasin Tagkin, bu
alanda gerceklestirdigi arastirmalarla okuyuculara kent kiiltiirii ve tarihi lizerine
yeni bir perspektif kazandirmay1 hedeflemektedir. Eseri, bu konuda bilimsel bir
kaynak olmasinin yam sira, okuyuculara derinlemesine bir degerlendirme
imkan1 da sunmaktadir.

Dort boliimden olusan eserin ilk boliimii, deniz hamamlarimin fiziki ve idari
Ozelliklerine odaklanarak kapsamli bir inceleme sunmaktadir. Bu béliimde, kent
tarihi ile ilgili kavramsal ¢ergeve ve tanimlar yer almakta; deniz hamamlarinin
en sik bulundugu sahil bolgelerine dikkat ¢ekilmektedir. Idari siirecler ve
diizenlemeler ayrintili bir sekilde ele alinmig, donemin yonetim semasi agik bir
bicimde tasvir edilmistir. Osmanli doéneminde belediye islevi goren
Sehremaneti’nin, deniz hamamlarinin gelisimi ve yayginlagmasi iizerindeki
etkisi de bu bolimde vurgulanmistir. Sehremaneti’nin, deniz hamamlariin
sayilarim1 artirma ve bu yapilannt diizenleme konularindaki katkilari
detaylandirilmistir. Ayrica, deniz hamamlarinin ka¢ farkli tiire ayrildigi, bu
siniflandirmay1 belirleyen sosyal statii ve cinsiyet gibi faktorler ile farkli
donemlerde kullanimda olan toplam deniz hamami sayilar1 da titizlikle
aktarilmistir. Bu bilgiler, donemin kent yasamindaki deniz hamamlarmin
toplumsal ve kiiltiirel 6nemini daha iyi anlamay1 miimkiin kilmaktadir.
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Eserin ikinci boliimii, Osmanli cografyasinin ¢esitli yerlerinde insa edilen deniz
hamamlarma dair kapsamli bir bakis sunmaktadir. Deniz hamamlarinin yalnizca
biiyiik kentlerle smirli kalmayip, sahil seridi olan tiim Osmanli kentlerinde ve
adalarda yayginlastig1 bu boliimde acgik¢a goriilmektedir. Toplumun tutum ve
inanglar1 {izerine yapilan degerlendirmeler, mahalle baskis1 ve dini inanglarin
bireylerin tutumlarint sekillendirdigini ve bunlarin kisisel degerler ile diinya
goriislerine yansidigin1 ortaya koymaktadir. Denizin Islam dini acisindan
tasidigi 6zel anlam ve bu baglamda Misliiman toplumlar igin deniz
hamamlarmin neden ayr1 bir éneme sahip oldugu da dikkatle ele alinmistir.
Cinsiyet faktoriiniin, deniz hamamlarmin tasarimi ve konumlandiriimasindaki
belirleyici etkisi, tarihi belgelerle desteklenerek somut bir sekilde agiklanmigtir.
Bunun yani sira, deniz hamamlariin saglik agisindan topluma sundugu faydalar
ve bu yapilarin saglik alanindaki c¢alismalara olan katkilarni da
detaylandirilmistir. Boliim, aym1 zamanda farkli cografyalardaki deniz
hamamlarmin topluma entegrasyon siireclerini incelemis, bu yapilarin diinya
genelindeki fiziksel benzerlikleri ve farkliliklart karsilagtirmali bir yaklagimla
ele almistir. Bu analiz, deniz hamamlarinin yalnizca Osmanli toplumu igin
degil, diger kiiltiirler i¢in de 6nemli bir sosyal ve fiziksel mekén olarak kabul
edildigini gostermektedir.

Uciincii béliim, deniz hamamlarinin mekéansal ozelliklerini farkli agilardan
inceleyerek, bu yapilarin zaman i¢inde nasil evrildigini ve farkli cografyalarda
nasil farkliliklar gosterdigini kapsamli bir sekilde ele almaktadir. Boliimde,
deniz hamamlarinin fiziki yapisindaki ¢esitliligin, insanlarin yasam standartlari
ve maddi olanaklariyla dogrudan iliskilendirildigi vurgulanmaktadir. Bu
baglamda, dénem insanlarinin deneyimleri ve yapilan arastirmalar 15181nda,
hangi tiir deniz hamamlarinin daha ¢ok tercih edildigi ve bu tercihlerdeki sosyo-
ekonomik faktdrlerin rolii agikca gosterilmektedir. Yerel ve kiiresel 6lgekteki
deniz hamamlarmin kurulus amaglari, isleyis big¢imleri, gecirdigi degisim
stirecleri ve aralarindaki benzerlik ve farkliliklar detaylandirlmistir. Ayrica,
deniz hamamlarmin tarihsel yayilimi ve en eski orneklerine dair bilgiler
verilmisg, bu yapinin kiiltiirel ve toplumsal agidan 6nemine dikkat ¢ekilmistir.
Boliimde, deniz hamamlarinin edebi eserlere konu oldugu ve gesitli yazarlarin
eserlerinde sikca adlarmin gectigi de belirtilmistir. Ozellikle Osmanli
toplumunda deniz hamamlari, sosyal yasamin ayrilmaz bir parcasi olarak farkli
sekilde algilanmig ve kullanilmigtir. Bu baglamda, deniz hamamlarinin sosyal
statii, 6zgiirliik ve bireysel rahatlama unsurlarii simgelemesi, toplumda farkli
katmanlar arasinda cesitli algilar olusturmustur. Ornegin, elit kesim icin deniz
hamamlari, sosyal bir bulugsma noktasi ve rahatlama alani olarak deger tasirken,
alt siniflar i¢in bu mekanlar temizlik ve saglik amaclh kullanilmigtir. Farkli dini
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inanglara sahip insanlarin deniz hamamlarina bakis agilart da bu boliimde ele
alinmig; Islam toplumunda denizin ve deniz hamamlarmin dini anlami ve bu
yapilar1 yasam bigimlerine nasil entegre ettikleri incelenmistir. Bunun yani sira,
deniz hamamlarinin giizel sanatlar alanindaki etkisi de vurgulanmstir.
Sanatcilar, deniz hamamlarini eserlerinde ilham kaynagi olarak kullanmis ve bu
yapilar, gorsel sanatlar alaninda da 6nemli bir yer edinmistir. Ozellikle Osmanli
déneminin sanatsal anlayisini yansitan resimlerde, deniz hamamlarinin detaylar1
ve atmosferi dikkatlice islenmistir. Bu da deniz hamamlarinin yalmzca fiziki
birer yap1 degil, ayn1 zamanda kiiltiirel ve estetik agidan da topluma katki
sagladigin1 gostermektedir.

Kitabin son bdliimiinde, deniz hamamlarindan plajlara gegis siireci ele
almmustir. Yazar, bu doniisiim siirecine dair kavramsal bir ¢ergeve sunarak, kent
sosyolojisi perspektifinden deniz hamamlar1 ile plajlar arasindaki farklar
incelemistir. Birinci Diinya Savasi ile birlikte, {ilke topraklarina giren yabanci
etkiler, toplumlarin yasam tarzlarim1 derinden degistirmis ve Ozellikle deniz
kiiltiirii {izerinde kokli bir doniigiim siireci baslatmistir. Bu siireg, toplumlarin
deniz hamamlarindan plajlara  gegisini  kac¢inilmaz  kilmustir.  Deniz
hamamlarmin sifa ve eglence islevlerinin zamanla plajlarin daha genis kitleler
tarafindan eglence amacgl kullanilmasinin oniinii agtigi vurgulanmaktadir. Bu
doniistimde, deniz hamamlariin sosyal smiflara gore diizenlenmis kurallarinin
ihlali ve kullanim amacmin sadece eglenceye indirgenmesi, mekénin sosyal
prestijini yitirmesine yol agmistir. Sonug¢ olarak, sahillerde toplumun her
kesiminden bireylerin statii farki gozetmeksizin faydalandigi plajlar ortaya
cikmustir. Bu degisim, sadece fiziksel mekanlar agisindan degil, toplumsal yap1
ve bireylerin bu mekanlarla kurdugu iliski agisindan da 6énemli bir doniigiimii
simgelemektedir. Plajlarin, deniz hamamlarmin yerini almasi, toplumsal
esitsizliklerin ortadan kalkmasiyla birlikte halkin eglence anlayisinda daha
demokratik bir yaklasgimi benimsemesini saglamistir. Bu boliim, plajlarin
kiiltiirel ve sosyal bir yap1 olarak nasil sekillendigini ve toplumsal yasamdaki
roliinii derinlemesine tartigarak, deniz hamamlarindan plajlara gegisin arka
planindaki dinamikleri aydinlatmaktadir.

Kitap genel olarak incelendiginde, her boliimde Deniz Hamamlarinin tanimi,
yapisi, kapsami, kullanim amaglari ve toplumlar iizerindeki etkisi gibi ana
temalarin ele alindig1 goriilmektedir. Ancak, bu unsurlarin tekrarina sikga yer
verilmesi, okuyucu agisindan tekrara diigme riskini yaratabilmektedir. Kitap,
cesitli alt bagliklarla zenginlestirilmis igerigiyle dikkat ¢ekmektedir. Ayrica,
gorsel materyallerin her boliimde yer almasi, okuyucuda merak uyandirmis ve
aragtirma istegi olusturmustur. Kitapta, konu bagliklarinin sirasinin, Deniz
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Hamamlari’nin  dogasindan  epistemolojisine, tarihsel  stratejilerinden
degerlendirilmesine kadar bir diizende yapilandirilmasi, okuyucunun metni
takip etmesini kolaylastiracaktir. Bu tiir bir siralama, konunun bilgi
asamasindan egitici agamaya gegisinde, boliimler arasindaki gegislerin asamali
ve biitiinliik saglayici olmasina katkida bulunacaktir. Bu diizenin, kitabin
egitimsel yOniinii giiclendirerek, okuyucuya daha etkin bir 6grenme deneyimi
sunacagi diisiiniilmektedir. Deniz Hamamlari, kent tarihi, toplum psikolojisi ve
kent sosyolojisi gibi disiplinlerde yenilik¢i bir bakis acist sunmaktadir. Teorik
bilgilerin yan1 sira, farkli toplumlardaki tarihi arastirmalar ve etkinliklere dair
ornekler veren kitap, toplum psikolojisi ve sosyolojisi 6gretiminde farkindalik
kazandiran 6nemli bir kaynak olarak islev géormektedir. Bu yoniiyle kitap, yerel,
ulusal ve kiiresel boyuttaki tarihi sosyobilimsel konulara dair teorik ve pratik
bilgi saglayarak, arastirmalar i¢in rehberlik edebilecek bir kaynaktir. Kitabin
amact, kapsami ve alana katkilari, yazar tarafindan 6ns6z boliimiinde ve arka
kapakta belirtilmistir. Bu eser, Osmanli toplumunun ve farkli kentlerin sosyal
yasamina dair onemli bir kesiti yansittigi icin, literatiire degerli bir katki
saglamaktadir.
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