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Editorden,

Politik Psikoloji Dergisi, 4. yilinin ilk sayisi ile yaym hayatina miitevazi bir
tavir ve etik kurallara uygun bir gekilde devam etmektedir. Politik Psikoloji
Dergisi’nin bu say1 ve izleyen donemde editorlilkk gorevi bana devredildi. Bu
siire zarfinda yilda iki kez yayimlanan dergi, hem ulusal arenada bilinirlik hem
de ulusal ve uluslararasi indekslerde taranma konusunda 6nemli mesafeler kat
etti. Dergimizi akademik yaymn hayatina kazandiran, kisa siirede bilinir bir
kimlik kazandiran editériimiiz Prof. Dr. Alim Yilmaz basta olmak iizere Dr.
Yasemin Abayhan, Dr. Ikram Bagci, Dr. Mesut Malik Yavuz, Dr. Didem
Geylani ve Dr. Hiilya Kevser Yurdakul gibi bu alanda belli bir birikimi ve
onemli caligmalar1 olan diger arkadaslara slikranlarimi sunuyorum. Dergiyi
bugiinkii konuma getiren meslektaglarima bundan sonra gdsterecekleri ¢aba ve
destekten dolay1r da simdiden tesekkiir ederim. Derginin kurulusundan beri
yaptiklar1 6zverili katkilar1 igin tiim editorlere, yaym ve damisma kuruluna,
bagimsiz hakemlere ve en nihayetinde katki saglayan degerli yazarlara
tesekkiirii bir borg¢ biliyorum. Dergimiz yaym hayatina mevcudu koruyarak ve
daha da gelistirerek devam etmekte kararlidir.

Politik Psikoloji Dergisi yeni ve genislemekte olan politik psikoloji alaninda
onemli bir boslugu doldurmayi amaglamaktadir. Tiirkiye’de son yillarda bu
alanda ¢alisan akademisyenlerin, lisansiistii ¢alismalarin, kongre ve ¢alistaylarin
sayisinin hizla artmasi memnuniyet verici seviyededir. Bu artis, siyasal yasamda
ve diisiincede hakikat savunuculugunun yayginligi oraninda olanlar1 anlamaya
ve yorumlamaya doniik ¢abalarm yetersiz oldugu bir ortamda timit verici bir
gelismedir. Politik Psikoloji bilimsel bir disiplin olmasinin 6tesinde politik,
ekonomik, sosyal ve iktisadi yasamda karsilastigimiz sorunlarin anlasilmasinda
ve ¢Ozlimiinde yeni yollar ve farkli bakis agilar1 kazandiracak ilmi ve edebi bir
gayret ve miicadele bi¢imidir.

On yildan fazla bir siire dnce lisans diizeyinde politik psikoloji dersleri vermeye
basladigimda 6grencilerime dersin nihai gayesinin; Onyargilar, ayrimcilik,
siddet ve daha pek ¢ok anti sosyal davranigin nedenlerini anlamak ve onlarla
miicadele edecek kavramsal ve kuramsal temelleri 6grenmek ve oOgretmek
oldugunu belirtmistim. Bu siire zarfinda maalesef bu problemlerin ortadan
kalkmadig1 ve ivmesinde de bir yavaslama emaresinin olmadig1 goriilmektedir.
Ayrimcilikla daha da Onemlisi anlayissizlikla miicadelede herkese biiylik
sorumluluklar ve gorevler diismektedir. Elbette gliniimiizde sosyal politikalar
alaninda Tirkiye’de ve pek c¢ok iilkede ayrimcilik ve siddetle miicadelede
onemli gelismeler kaydedilmistir. Bununla birlikte diinyamizda ve yasadigimiz
cografyada artan siyasi ve ekonomik krizler, iklim krizi ve diger dogal afetler,
savas ve goc olgular1 etnik ve diger kimlik temelli catigmalarla i¢ ice gecerek
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karmagik problem kiimeleri olusturmaya devam etmektedir. Politik Psikoloji
Dergisi bu sayisinda giddet, siyasi partilerin muhalefete karsi tutumlari, iklimsel
ve sosyal adalet ve egemenlik iizerine yazilarla bu problemlerin anlagilmasina
katki saglamaya ¢aligmaktadir.

Hayrettin OZLER
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Arastirma Makalesi Research Article

SIDDETLI CATISMALARI ANLAMAK: SIDDETLI CATISMALAR
NEDEN VE NASIL MEYDANA GELIRLER? ILISKISEL BiR
YAKLASIM ONERISI

idil Tuncer Kilavuz'

Oz: Bu makale siddetli catiyma hakkinda bir c¢alismadir. Amaci, siddetli
catismalarin neden oldugunu ve onu ortaya cikaran faktorlerin neler oldugunu
anlamaya calismaktir. Siddetli ¢atismalarin nedenlerini arastirmak igin, once,
siddetli catigmalar1 agiklamaya c¢alisan yaklagimlar tartigilmistir. Primordial
yaklasim, grup rekabeti, ayrimcilik ve baski teorileri, devlet kapasitesine vurgu
yapan yaklasimlar, kurumlarin rolii, ekonomik faktorler, siddetli ¢atismalarin
meydana gelmesini destekleyen firsatlar ve kosullar, i¢ ¢atismalar1 agiklamak
icin uluslararas1 iliskiler teorilerinden yararlanan yaklasimlar tartigildiktan
sonra, silahli gatismalarda algilarin 6nemi, siradan insanlarin neden elitleri takip
ettiklerini aciklamaya c¢alisan psikolojik ve diger agiklamalar analiz edilecektir.
Makalenin geri kalan kisminda ise siddetli ¢atigmalar1 anlamak icin yapisal ve
fail temelli agiklamalar1 birlestirecek iligkisel ve etkilesimli bir yaklagim
onerisinde bulunulacaktir. Bu makalede, siddetli catismalarm nedenlerini
anlayabilmek i¢in yapisal faktorler ile olaylar, siirecler ve aktérler gibi mikro
faktorler arasindaki etkilesimlerin incelenmesi gerektigi, sonucu etkileyenin bu
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faktorlerin ayr1 ayr etkileri degil, aralarindaki etkilesim oldugu, bu nedenle
aciklamalarimizda her ii¢ degiskene de bakmamiz gerektigi savunulmaktadir.
Bu c¢aligma, ayrica, iliski aglarmin siddetli ¢atigmalardaki Onemini
vurgulamaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: siddetli ¢atisma, siddetli catisma teorileri, yapisalct
yaklasim, faillik, aglar, iliskisel yaklagim

UNDERSTANDING VIOLENT CONFLICT: WHY AND HOW DO
VIOLENT CONFLICTS OCCUR? A PROPOSAL FOR A RELATIONAL
APPROACH

Abstract: This article is a study of violent conflict. Its aim is to try to
understand why violent conflict occurs and what the factors that give rise to it
are. To investigate the causes of violent conflicts, first, approaches that attempt
to explain violent conflicts are discussed. After discussing the primordial
approach, theories of group competition, discrimination and repression,
approaches that emphasize state capacity, the role of institutions, economic
factors, opportunities and conditions favoring violent conflicts, approaches that
use international relations theories to explain internal violent conflicts; the
importance of perceptions in violent conflicts and psychological and other
explanations that attempt to explain why ordinary people follow elites will be
analyzed. The remainder of the article will propose a relational and interactive
approach that will combine structural and agency-based explanations to
understand violent conflicts. This article argues that in order to understand the
causes of violent conflicts, the interactions between structural factors and micro
factors such as events, processes and actors should be examined, and that it is
not the individual effects of these factors that influence the outcome, but the
interaction between them, so we should look at all three variables in our
explanations. This study also highlights the importance of networks in violent
conflict.

Keywords: violent conflict, violent conflict theories, structuralist approach,
agency, networks, relational approach



idil Tunger Kilavuz

GIRIS
Siddetli ¢atigmalara iliskin genis literatiir, siddetli ¢atigmalarin nedenleri olarak
cesitli  faktorleri One siirmektedir. Primordialist (ilk¢i) yaklasimla
gergeklestirilen ¢aligmalar kimlik gruplarmi koklii ve cok eski kiiltlirel
farkliliklara sahip olarak tanimlar. Siddetli ¢catigmalari kimlik farkliliklarina ve

bu gruplarin karakteristik olarak birbirlerine karsi besledikleri hosnutsuzluk
duygularina baglamaktadirlar (Van Evera, 1995; Smith, 1986; Isaacs, 1975).

Bagka bir yaklagim, siyasi dislanma, baski ve ekonomik esitsizlikle ilgili
sikayetleri vurgular (Gurr, 1993, 2000; Gurr ve Harff, 1994). Baska
akademisyenlerse zayif bir devlet baglamini nedensel bir faktor olarak
vurgularlar: Eger bir devlet zayifsa, o iilkede siddet igeren catisma olasiligt
yiiksek olacaktir (Woodward, 1995; Rubin, 1995).

Baz1 akademisyenler ise kurumlarin roliinii vurgularlar. Ulkede demokratik
kurumlarin varhig veya yoklugu; gruplar arasinda giic paylagimi; dil
konusundaki vyasalar; azinlik haklarinin korunmasi; ve federalizm, vb.
kurumlara odaklanirlar. Bu akademisyenler bu sayilan kurumlarin varligin
diisiik catisma olasiligiyla iliskilendirmiglerdir (Horowitz, 1985; Gurr, 2000;
Lijphart, 1977). Baz1 siddet teorileri ise siddetin olusmasinda elitlerin roliinii
vurgular, elitlerin iktidar1 kazanmak, siirdiirmek veya iktidarlarmi gii¢lendirmek
amaciyla kendi maddi ve siyasi ¢ikarlari i¢in siddeti yaratma ve kigskirtmadaki
roliinii vurgularlar (Gagnon, 1994-95; Brass, 1997). Ayrica siddetli ¢atismalari
agiklamak igin niceliksel yonteme dayali ¢ok faktorlii analiz yontemini kullanan
caligmalar da bulunmaktadir. Bu ¢alismalar, yagmalanabilir kaynaklar, daglik
arazi ve siyasi istikrarsizlik gibi faktorlere isaret etmektedirler (Collier ve
Hoeffler, 2001; Fearon ve Laitin, 2003).

I. PRIMORDIAL YAKLASIM

Literatiirde siddetli catismay1 aciklamay1 amaglayan teorilerden biri primordial
yaklagimdir. Siddet iceren c¢atismalari agiklamaya c¢alisan primordialist
aciklamalar, kimligin sabit ve degistirilemez, dogumda edinilen ve sonrasinda
degismez oldugu anlayisindan yola ¢ikarlar. Calismalarinda bu yaklagimi
kullanan akademisyenler kimlik gruplarini insicamli, iiniter aktorler olarak
goriirler. Her kimlik grubunun farkli, koklii ve ¢ok eski kiiltiirel ozelliklere
sahip oldugunu vurgularlar. Bu yaklasima gore, kimlik gruplar1 karakteristik
olarak diger kimlik gruplarma karsi hosnutsuzluk ve kizginlik duygularina
sahiptirler. Catismay1 ve ardindan siddeti getiren sey bu kimlik farkliliklar1 ve
hosnutsuzluk duygularidir. Yani etnik, kiiltiirel ve dinsel kimliklerin giicii ve
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yogunlugu farkli gruplarm birbirleriyle ¢atismasina neden olmaktadir. Bazi
primordial agiklamalar “kadim diismanliklar1” ve ge¢miste gruplar arasindaki
siddet iceren olaylarin anilarimi vurgularlar. Gegmiste yasanan bu olaylar
gruplar arasinda nefrete yol agmakta ve giiniimiizde bu gruplar arasinda siddetin
onlenmesini zorlastirmaktadir. (Bu tiir agiklamalarin 6rnekleri i¢in bkz.: Isaacs,
1975; Van Evera, 1995; Ignatieff, 1993; Kaplan, 1993; Huntington, 1996.)

Primordial yaklagimin vardigi bir sonug, bu yaklagima gore siddete bizzat
kimlik farkliliklar1 neden oldugu i¢in, etnik, dini ve diger kimlikler agisindan
daha homojen olan bir iilkenin siddetli ¢atisma yasama ihtimalinin daha az
olacagidir. Bir baska sonug ise, gegmiste kimlik gruplar1 arasinda siddet igeren
bir ¢atigma yasanmigsa, bu gruplar arasinda giliniimiizde de siddetli ¢atigma
riskinin daha yiiksek olacagidir. (Bu hipotezlerin bir &zeti i¢in bkz.: Van Evera,
1994: 5-39.)

Primordial yaklasima iliskin bir sorun, bu siddetin neden bazen etnik kokene,
bazen de dini aidiyet veya bolgesel vb. kimliklere dayanarak ortaya ciktigini
aciklayamamasidir. Bu teoriyi savunanlar tek bir kimligin daha o6nemli
oldugunu ve siddeti iireten unsurun bu kimligin giicli oldugunu varsayarlar.

Siddetin agiklanmasinda kullanilan primodial yaklasimlar, siddetin neden
zamana ve cografyaya gore degistigine dair ¢ok az fikir verirler (bu yaklasimin
elestirisi i¢in bkz: Treisman, 1997). Etnik, kiiltiirel, dilsel ve dini kimliklerin
yogunlugu siddetli ¢atismalara neden oluyorsa, neden bazi yerlerde siddet
varken digerlerinde yoktur? Ve neden farkli gruplar bazen kavga ederken diger
zamanlarda barisgil iligkiler ic¢inde olurlar? Primordial yaklasim bunu

aciklamakta basarili olamamustir.

ILGRUP REKABETI TEORISi

Diger bir yaklagim ise gruplar arasinda catisma ve siddete yol acan faktorler
olarak modernlesme ve sanayilesmenin roliinii vurgulamaktadir. Bu yaklasimla
calisan arastirmacilar, siddetin ortaya c¢ikmasinda modernlesmenin yol actigi
ekonomik ve toplumsal siireclerin roliinii vurgulamaktadirlar (Gellner, 1983;
Connor, 1973). Catigsma ve siddete neden olan temel faktoriin kimlik gruplari
arasindaki rekabet oldugunu vurgularlar. “Grup rekabeti teorisi” olarak
adlandirilabilecek bu yaklagim, etnik ve wrksal ayrimcilig1 ve gruplar arasindaki
ekonomik ve siyasal rekabeti vurgulamaktadir. Bu yaklasimi savunan bilim
insanlari, modernlesmenin isgiicii piyasalar1 i¢in ve diger ekonomik ve siyasal
rekabeti artirmadaki etkilerini vurgularlar. Siddete neden olan seyin farkli
kimlik gruplar1 arasindaki farkli ekonomik gelisme diizeyleri ve kariyer
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firsatlar1 oldugunu ileri siirerler. Bu yaklagima gore, eger bir grup diger grubun
i, egitim firsatlar1 ve devlette pozisyon sahibi olma gibi maddi kaynaklara
erigimini engellerse, aralarindaki siddet potansiyeli artar (Olzak ve Nagel, 1986;
Bates, 1983). Siyasi ve ekonomik rekabetin bu gruplar arasinda etnik ¢atigmaya
neden oldugunu ileri siirerler. Grup rekabeti teorileri ile primordialist teoriler
arasindaki fark, grup rekabeti teorilerinin kimlikleri sabit ve degismez olarak
tasavvur etmemesidir. Daha ziyade kimliklerin modernlesmenin getirdigi
siyasal ve ekonomik siire¢lerin bir sonucu oldugunu one siirmektedirler.

11l. AYRIMCILIK VE BASKI TEORILERI

Siddetli gatigmalar1 agiklamaya calisan bir diger yaklasimi ise “ayrimcilik ve
baski teorileri” olarak smiflandirabiliriz. Bu teori, siddetli ¢atismalarin ortaya
¢ikmasinda maddi esitsizlikleri ve etnik, dini ve bdlgesel bdliinmeler
dogrultusunda ortaya ¢ikan ekonomik ve siyasal ayrimeciligi vurgulamaktadir.
Bu teorinin en 6nde gelen savunucusu Robert Gurr'dur (Gurr, 2000, 1993; Gurr
ve Harff, 1994). Gurr’un ¢alismalar1 kimlik gruplarinin ekonomik ve siyasi
haklarma iligkin magduriyetlerini vurgular. Gurr, ekonomik haklart is, toprak ve
diger kaynaklar, yoksulluk, diisiik gelir, yiikksek dogum oranlari, yiiksek bebek
6liim oranlar1 ve k&t saglik hizmetleri agisindan degerlendirir. Siyasal haklar
ise, bu grubun siyasete katilimini ve bu grubun {iyelerinin siyasi makamlara
erisimini kisitlayan politikalarm bulunup bulunmadigini ifade eder. Bu
yaklasima gore, siyasi ve ckonomik farkliliklar ve ayrimci muameleden
kaynaklanan grup dezavantajlari, hak taleplerine, protestolara, siyasal
hareketlere ve siddete yol agabilir. Siyasi ve ekonomik haklara sinirli erigsimden
duyulan kizginlik, ayrilik¢i taleplere ve isyanlara neden olan bir faktér olarak
goriiliir. Bu teorinin bir sonucu, bir grubun maruz kaldig1 ayrimcilik derecesi ne
kadar yiliksekse, ayrimcilifin kaynaklarma karsi eylem igin Orgilitlenme
ihtimalinin de o kadar yiiksek olacagidir. Bu nedenle, bu yaklagima gore, farkl
etnik gruplar iceren toplumlarda gruplar arasindaki esitsizlikler ne kadar biiyiik
olursa, etnik kimlikler de o kadar belirgin olur ve agik gatigma olasiligi da o
kadar artar. Gurr'a gore baski yapilmasinin kimliklere dayali catismalari
yogunlastirma olasiligit da daha yiiksektir. Bir toplumsal grubun baskici
yontemlerle kontrolii, siyasi eylem i¢in 6nemli dl¢iide tesvik edicidir.

Bu teori, siddetli catigmalarin aciklanmasinda, aynm1 zamanda, grup tyelerinin
grubun kendisine karsi hissettigi baghligi da vurgular. Bir kisi kendisini
ayrimciliga ugrayan bir grupla 6zdeslestiriyorsa, bu ayrimcilia karsi harekete
gecme olasiligl daha yiiksektir. Grup kimliginin giicii Gurr'un teorisinde énemli
bir degiskendir. Gurr, bu giicii bir gruptaki ortak ozelliklerin sayisiyla Olger.

10
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"Bir grupta ortak Ozelliklerin sayis1 ne kadar fazla olursa, grup kimligi de o
kadar giicli olur" der. Paylagilan din, kiiltiir, dil, tarih ve cografya, grup
kimligini gii¢clendirir. Ayrimcilik ve baski teorilerinin yani sira grup rekabeti
teorilerinde de bir toplum ne kadar heterojense, yani ne kadar fazla farkli etnik
grup barindirtyorsa siddetli gatisma olasiliginin da o kadar yiiksek oldugu
varsayllmaktadir.

Aynen primordial yaklagimlar gibi ne grup rekabeti teorileri ne de ayrimcilik ve
baski teorileri etnik gruplar arasi siddetin yeri ve zamanina iligskin ¢ok fazla fikir
vermez. Bu yaklasimlar siddet igermeyen ve siddet iceren catigmalar arasinda
ayrim yapmamakta, ancak farkli kimliklerin tagiyicilar1 arasindaki gerilimlerin,
catigma yogunlastik¢a kolaylikla siddete doniisecegini varsaymaktadirlar.

IV. DEVLET KAPASITESI

Baska bir teori ise siddetli ¢atigmalari bir {ilkedeki devlet kapasitesinin
derecesine gore agiklamaktadir. Devlet kapasitesi, bir devletin, devletlerin temel
islevlerini yerine getirebilme derecesini gosterir. Bu argiimanlara gére zayif bir
devlette siddetli ¢atisma olasiligi yiiksektir. Max Weber, meshur taniminda
devleti, kendi yetki alam dahilindeki topraklarda meydana gelen tiim eylemler
iizerinde baglayict yetki iddiasinda bulunan idari ve hukuki bir diizen olarak
tanimlamaktadir. Bu topraklarda gii¢ kullanimina izin verme veya giig
kullamilmasini  yetkilendirme devletin tekelindedir (Weber, 1964: 156).
Weber’in ve Charles Tilly'nin devlet tamimlari, devletin belirli bir bolgedeki
niifus lizerinde kontroliinii siirdiirmedeki roliinii vurgulamaktadir. Kendi
topraklarmda mesru gii¢ kullanma tekeli, vergilerin toplanmasi, adaletin
yoOnetimi ve kamu hizmetlerinin saglanmasi gibi unsurlar devletin kapasitesini
tanimlar (Tilly, 1975). Migdal da devletin giiciinii benzer dogrultudaki
kapasitelerle tanimlar. Migdal’a gore giiclii devlet, toplumda iligkileri
diizenleyebilen, kaynak elde edebilen ve bunlar1 kararli bir sekilde kullanabilen
devlettir (Migdal, 1988: 4). Zayif bir devletin 6zellikleri ise, devletin zor
kullanma giictiniin ¢okiisii ve “giiclii adamlarin” yiikselisidir. Guglii bir devlet,
yonettigini iddia ettigi kisilerin itaatini kazanabilmelidir (Migdal, 1997).
Devletin giiciinii 6l¢menin bir diger yolu da bu devletin yetkisi altinda yasayan
insanlarin zihinlerindeki devlet “fikri” ve bunu mesru olarak algilayip
algilamadiklaridir (Buzan 1991). Devlet ile toplum arasindaki iliski (bu
topraklarda yasayanlarin devletin otoritesine tabi olmay1 kabul edip etmedikleri
veya devleti kendileriyle ilgili kararlar alma yetkisine sahip mesru bir yap1
olarak goriip gormedikleri ve bunun halk nezdinde ne kadar kabul edilebilir
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veya mesru oldugu) devlet kapasitesi taniminda vurgulanmaktadir. (Linz ve
Stephan, 1996).

Siddetli ¢atigmalarin  olusmasinda devlet kapasitesinin ve devletlerin
zayifligimmin rolli, Afrika devletleri iizerine olan literatiirde genis capta
caligilmistir. Bu literatiirde, Afrika’daki iilkelerde ortaya ¢ikan giddetli
catigmalarin, yapay siirlar, yari-devletlerin varligi, diisiikk insan sermayesi, az
gelismis ekonomiler ve devlet¢i bir siyasal ve ekonomik kalkinma modeli
uygulanmasi gibi devlet kapasitesine iligkin sorunlarin  varligindan
kaynaklandigi vurgulanmaktadir. Bagimsizliktan sonra iktidarin hizli ve plansiz
bir sekilde el degistirmesi ve sanayi kapasitesi az olan, tarim iriinlerine ve
hammaddelere dayali bir ekonomi, zayif devletlerin ortak o6zellikleri olarak
belirtilmistir (Holloway ve Stedman, 2002).

V. KURUMLAR

Bir grubun maruz kaldigi ayrimcilik diizeyini &lgmek zor olsa da
akademisyenler genellikle demokratik kurumlarm varhigmin ve devletin
orgiitlenme ozgiirliigii ve ifade 6zgiirliigii gibi haklara riayet etmesinin daha az
ayrimcilik ve baskiyla iligkili oldugunu varsaymiglardir. Bir grubun, dili ve dini
de dahil olmak lizere kimligine karsi ayrimcilik yapan devlet politikalari, devam
eden hosnutsuzluklar yaratir (Fearon ve Laitin, 2003). Pek ¢ok yaklagim siddetli
catigmanin ayrimcilik, esitsizlikler ve mesruiyeti olmayan devletlerin bir sonucu
oldugunu soyledigi i¢in, akademisyenler demokratik kurumlarin, etnik gruplar
arasinda gii¢ paylasiminin, dile iliskin yasalarn, azinliklarin siyasi kurumlara
dahil edilmesinin, ekonomik, siyasi ve kiiltiirel ayrimciligin sona ermesinin,
azinlik haklarinin korunmasinin, yerel ve bolgesel 6zyonetimin, federalizm ve
nispi temsilin siddet olasiligini azaltacagini soylerler (Horowitz, 1985; Gurr,
2000; Lijphart, 1977).

VI. EKONOMIK GOSTERGELER

Siddetli catisma literatiiriinde ¢atisma ve siddetin ortaya ¢ikisini aciklamak igin
kullanilan faktorlerden biri de bir iilkedeki ekonomik kosullardir. Pek ¢ok
akademisyen ekonomik durumu siddetli catisma olasiligiyla iliskilendirmistir.
Yiyecek, yakit ve barinma eksikligi, issizlik; yoksulluk ve kisi basina diisen
GSYH'nin diisiik olmasi siddetli c¢atisma ihtimalini artiran unsurlar olarak
vurgulanmigtir (Rubin, 1993; Foroughhi, 2002; Tadjbakhsh, 1993; Rubin, 1994;
Jawad ve Tadjbakhsh, 1995; Roy, 1997). ¢ savaslarla ilgili baz1 arastirmalar,
yoksullugun bir hosnutsuzluk kaynagi oldugunu vurgularlar ve aslinda ig
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savaslar da ¢ogunlukla yoksul iilkelerde yasanmaktadir, ancak pek ¢ok yoksul
tilkede de bu tiirden siddetli catigsmalar goriilmez.

Ekonomik gerileme, issizlik, milli refah ve yasam standardinda diisiis gibi
toplumsal gerilim ve siddet igeren catigmalarin artmasiyla iligkilendirilen
faktorler birgok iilkede mevcuttur. Ancak pek g¢ok yoksul iilkede siddetin
goriilmemesi, ekonomik durumun tek basina siddetli ¢atismalarin yasanmasi
icin yeterli bir agiklama olmadigim gostermektedir. Ekonomik durum sosyal
gerilimler yaratabilir ancak biriken sosyal gerilimler, bu ekonomik teorilerin
Oongordiigh gibi dogrudan siddete yol agmazlar.

VII. SIDDETLI CATISMALARIN MEYDANA GELMESINI
DESTEKLEYEN FIRSATLAR VE KOSULLAR

Karsilagtirmali siyaset literatiiriinde diger bazi yazarlar, siddetli ¢atigsmalari
aciklamak i¢in nicel yOntemleri temel alan ¢ok faktorlii analizlerden
yararlanmaktadirlar (Collier ve Hoeffler, 2001; Fearon ve Laitin, 2003). Bu
caligmalar, siddetli ¢atismalarin ortaya ¢ikmasinda yagmalanabilir kaynaklar,
daglik arazi ve siyasi istikrarsizlik gibi faktorlere isaret ederler. Collier ve
Hoeffler'e (2001) gore siddetli catisma yasanmasina yol agabilecek gii¢li bir
risk faktorii, birincil emtia ihracatina, 6zellikle de yagmalanmasi kolay altin,
elmas ve petrol gibi dogal kaynaklara bagimli olan bir ekonominin varligidir.
Collier ve Hoeffler ayrica niifuslar1 biiyiik ve dagimik yerlesime sahip tlilkelerde
i¢ savasin daha olast oldugunu ve daglik veya ormanlik arazilerin varliginin
isyan olasiligma katkida bulundugunu savunurlar. Ote yandan, 6zellikle erkek
niifus arasinda ortadgretime kayit oraninin diisiik olmasi da siddetli ¢atigma
ihtimalini artiran bir unsur olarak ortaya ¢ikmaktadir.

Baska bir calismada, Fearon ve Laitin (2003) ¢ok faktorlii bir yaklagim ortaya
koyarak siddetli catismalarin nedeni olarak yoksulluk, siyasi istikrarsizlik,
engebeli arazi ve biiylik niifus kombinasyonunu gosteriyorlar. Mali, orgiitsel ve
siyasi acidan zayif merkezi hiikiimetlerin, zayif yerel polis teskilati veya
beceriksiz ve yozlasmig isyan karsitt uygulamalar nedeniyle isyani daha
uygulanabilir ve ¢ekici hale getirdigini iddia ediyorlar. Fearon ve Laitin kisi
basma diisen gelirin diisiikliigiinii, polisin ve isyan karsit1 giiclerin zayifligiyla
iliskilendiriyor. Isyan ve i¢ savasin daha cok engebeli arazilerde, yollarin
yetersiz oldugu yerlerde ve devlet giic merkezlerinden uzakta gerceklestigini
sOyliiyorlar. Ayrica ekonomik alternatifler kotii oldugunda geng erkekleri gerilla
olarak “ise almanin” daha kolay oldugunu savunuyorlar. Ote yandan, her iki
calisma da siddetli ¢atismalarin, niifusun etnik olarak homojen olmamasindan
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veya ayrimeilik ve baskidan kaynaklanan magduriyetlerden dolay1 ortaya ¢iktigi
yoniindeki iddialar1 reddetmektedir.

VIIl. ULUSLARARASI ILISKILER TEORILERINDEN YARARLANAN
YAKLASIMLAR

Bazi ¢aligmalar uluslararasi iligkiler alanindaki savas teorilerini iilke i¢i siddetli
catigmalar1 agiklamak i¢in kullantyor, bu teorileri iilke i¢i catismalara
uyguluyorlar. Bu tiir ¢aligsmalar, siddeti ortaya g¢ikaran kosullar ve siireclerin
hem i¢ catismalarda hem de uluslararasi g¢atigmalarda benzer olabilmesi
nedeniyle, lilke igindeki ¢atigmalarin incelenmesinde uluslararasi iligkiler savas
teorilerinden yararlanilabilecegini ileri siirmektedirler (Lake, 2003; Powell,
2004; Werner vd., 2003).

Bazi ¢alismalar, siddetli ¢atismalar1 agiklamak i¢in devletlerarasi savasa iliskin
uluslararas: iligkiler teorilerindeki “anarsi” ve “gilivenlik ikilemi” kavramlarini
kullanmaktadirlar. Buna gore, i¢ catigmalarda yogun bir giivenlik ikilemi
yaratabilecek faktorler sunlardir: Rejimin ¢okiisii ve bunun sonucunda ortaya
¢ikan giivenlik kaygilari. Bu durumda giivenligin en 6nemli unsuru olan iktidar
icin bir rekabet ortaya cikacaktir. Anarsi kosullari altinda bir “giivenlik
ikilemi”nin varlig1 tlke i¢i ¢atigmalarda su sekilde gelisir: bu kosullar altinda
gruplar birbirlerinin mobilizasyonunu tehdit edici olarak goreceklerdir. Bir
grubun giivenligini artirmaya yonelik saldirgan olmayan hamleler bile digerleri
tarafindan tehdit edici olarak algilanir. Bu durum, sonunda grubun kendi
giivenligini azaltacak karsi hamleleri tetikler. Algilanan bu tehditler, 6nleyici
saldir1 veya kars1 mobilizasyon igin tesvik edici olabilir ve bu da diger grup
tarafindan tehdit olarak algilanarak siddete yol acabilecek bir mobilizasyon
sarmali yaratabilir. Posen, Yugoslavya orneginde bu agiklamayi getirmistir.
Agiklamasinda, Yugoslavya’da ¢oken merkezi devletin yarattigi firsatlardan
yararlanmak i¢in etnik gruplarin mobilize edilmesini vurgular. Merkezi devletin
cokiisii bolgeler tarafindan bir “firsat penceresi” olarak goriilmiis ve bu bolgeler
bagimsizlik i¢in baski yapmaya baslamiglardir. Basarili olduklarinda o
bolgedeki azinliklar da kendi giivenliklerinden endise etmeye basladilar. Her
grup diger gruplarin milliyet¢i mobilizasyonunu kendisine yonelik bir tehdit
olarak degerlendirmis ve bu durum sonugta Onleyici saldiriya yol agmis ve
taraflar bir mobilizasyon sarmali i¢ine girmislerdir (Posen, 1993).

Baska caligsmalar ise uluslararasi savaslari agiklamak i¢in kullanilan uluslararasi
iligkilerdeki pazarlik teorisinin (Fearon, 1995; Powell, 1999; Filson ve Werner,
2002; Lake, 2003), iilke i¢i c¢atismalari ve nedenlerini anlamak igin i¢
catigmalara uygulanabilecegini ileri siirerler. Uluslararasi iligkilerdeki pazarlik
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teorisinde savagin ortaya ¢ikmasi, bir pazarhk basarisizligi olarak
kavramsallagtirilmaktadir. Fearon'a gore, savasin rasyonel bir agiklamasi,
liderleri savagin maliyetlerinden ve risklerinden kagiacak on (savas oncesi)
pazarliklara varmaktan neyin alikoydugunu agiklayabilmelidir. Savag maliyetli
ve risklidir, “bu nedenle rasyonel devletler, herkesin savasin kumarina tercih
edecegi, miizakere edilmis ¢oziimler bulmak icin tesviklere sahip olmalidir”
(Fearon, 1995: 380).

Uluslararasi iligkilerdeki klasik gii¢ dengesi teorileri, iki kutuplu sistemlerin
istikrarli oldugunu ve gii¢ dengesizliklerinin savas olasiligina yol acgtigini
savunurlar (Claude, 1962; Wright, 1965; Waltz, 1979). Ote yandan iistiinliik
(preponderance) ekolii, savasa yol acan seyin dengesizlikten ziyade giligler
dengesi oldugunu savunur (Blainey, 1988; Organski, 1958; Wagner, 1994). Son
zamanlarda yapilan bazi aragtirmalar, savasin her iki durumda da ortaya
¢ikabilecegini 6ne siirmektedir (Powell, 1999; Bueno de Mesquita ve Lalman,
1992), en Onemli faktor ise giic dagilimi ile faydalarin dagilimi arasindaki
esitsizliktir. Bu esitsizlik ne kadar biiyiikk olursa, savas olasiligi da o kadar
bliyiik olur (Powell, 1999). Bu yaklasima gore, devletler, karsilikli olarak kabul
edilebilir bir ¢6ziime ulasilana kadar tekliflerde ve karsi tekliflerde bulunarak
statiikoyu revize etmek i¢in pazarlik yaparlar. Eger boyle bir anlasmaya
varilamazsa, bir devlet gii¢ kullanarak yeni bir diizen kurmaya ¢aligir. Benzer
sekilde Filson ve Werner'in modelinde savaslar, saldiranin, savunanin askeri
yetenegini hafife almasi ve dolayisiyla savunanin taviz verme istekliligini
abartmas1 ve onun kabul etmeyi reddettigi taleplerde bulunmasiyla baslar.

“A (Saldiran) her zaman bir g¢esit savunmacinin kabul edecegi bir
teklifte bulunur. Bu modelde savaglar, A'nin savunanin zayif bir
tipoloji olduguna dair kumar oynamasi ve yalnizca daha zayif bir
savunmacinin kabul edecegi bir teklifte bulunmasiyla baslar ve
devam eder. Eger savunmaci giiglii bir tiir ise, o zaman reddeder
ve taraflar savagirlar. ... D (Savunan) herhangi bir taviz vermek
istemedigi icin degil, A'nin talep ettigi kadar biiyiik bir taviz
vermek istemedigi igin savasir. D savasir ciinkii riskli savas
sonucunu A'nin asir1 talebine tercih eder. Savas, A'nin daha iyi bir
¢oziime ulagmak i¢in savasma riskine katlanma isteginin ve D'nin
savasarak daha 6nce Onerilenden daha iyi bir ¢6ziimii hak ettigini
gosterebilecegi beklentisinin bir driintidiir. Bu nedenle, bir savasin
rasyonel olmasi i¢in her iki tarafin da zaferi 6ngérmesi gerektigi
sonucuna varmak fazlasiyla basit olur. D savasi kaybedecegini
tahmin edebilir ama yine de A'ya, A'nin baslangicta talep ettigi
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kadar taviz vermesine gerek olmadigini géstermek i¢in savagmaya
istekli olabilir.” (Filson ve Werner, 2002: 826)

Ben de Tacikistan i¢ savasi ilizerine olan ¢alismamda, Tacikistan'daki i¢ savasta
da benzer dinamiklerin mevcut oldugunu savundum (Tunger-Kilavuz, 2014).
Calismam, On pazarliklarm her zaman miimkiin olmasi nedeniyle savagin
pazarlik basarisizliklarindan kaynaklandigini vurgulamaktadir (Fearon, 1995).

IX. GUC KONUSUNDAKI ALGILARIN ONEMI

Pazarlik teorileriyle tutarli bir sekilde, giic dagilimi ile faydalarm dagilimi
arasindaki esitsizlik, siddetli catigmalarin patlak vermesinde de Onemli bir
faktordiir. Ancak, kars tarafin giiclinii degerlendirmek ¢ogu zaman zordur ve
her zaman yanlis algllama olasiligi vardir. Gergek glic dengeleri
bilinmemektedir. Aktorler, rakiplerinin giicliyle kiyaslandiginda kendi giiglerine
iligkin algilarina dayanarak silaha sarilmaya ya da sarilmamaya karar verirler.
Savagma ya da miizakere etme, uzlasma ya da uzlasmama karari bu tiir
degerlendirmelerden kaynaklanir. Elitler giic dagilimimi kendi giic dengesi
algilarma gore degerlendirirler. Siddete basvurma karari, diismanin ne kadar
zayif ve savunmasiz olarak algilandigina ve siddet igeren bir strateji i¢in hangi
araclarm ve kaynaklarin mevcut olduguna gore belirlenir (Beissinger, 1998).

X. SIRADAN iINSANLAR NEDEN ELITLERI TAKiP EDER?

Peki, silahli ¢atismalarda siradan insanlar neden elitleri takip ederler?
Literatiirde bu konuda bazi agiklamalar mevcuttur: Bir agiklama psikolojik
onyargilar1 vurgular. Buna goére etnik gruplarin tyeleri, kendi liderlerinin
catigma yaratmadaki roliinii goz ard1 eder veya gérmezden gelirler, bu nedenle
de “Digerini” suglarlar (Tajfel, 1978). Ikinci aciklama, asimetrik enformasyon
aciklamasidir. Buna gore, liderler insanlarin goriislerini manipiile edebilirler.
Insanlar bir siddetli ¢atisma durumunda hangi tarafi suclayacagini bilmese bile,
olay1 gozlemledikten sonra karst grubun veya liderlerinin gergekten tehlikeli
oldugu inancina kapilabilirler. Eger bir etnik grup, diger grubun saldirgan
niyetlere sahip olmasi durumunda olabileceklerden korkuyorsa, bu onlarin
savunma amagh bir hamle olarak liderleri desteklemeleri icin yeterli olabilir
(Weingast ve de Figueirredo, 1999). Ugiincii bir aciklama ise aslinda insanlarin
liderleri takip etmediklerini syler. Buna gore insanlar etnik ¢atisma ortaminda
kendi giindemlerini takip ederler. Baz1 kisiler ve gruplar ¢atisma ortamindan
yararlanarak, etnik kimlik bayrag: altinda, hirsizlik, kagake¢ilik, gasp, yagma,
siddet, tecaviiz vb. eylemler i¢ine girerler. Bu “haydut” gruplar olaylar1 baslatir,
daha sonra genis halk onlar1 takip etmeye zorlanir. Bu gruplar daha diigmanca
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grup kimliklerinin ingasim da saglarlar, diger gruplardan korkmayi ve bu
grubun {yelerini tehlikeli tehditler olarak gérmeyi rasyonel hale getirirler
(Brass, 1997).

X1. YAPISAL FAKTORLER Mi, FAILLIiK Mi?

Siddetli catigmalara iliskin literatiir genellikle yapisal veya fail temelli faktorleri
vurgular. Yapisal c¢aligmalar siddet iceren c¢atigmanin nedenleri olarak
kurumlarin rolii, devlet politikalari ve ekonomik gdstergeler gibi makro
diizeydeki faktorleri vurgulamaktadir. Fail temelli yaklasimlar, bu tir
catismalarin ortaya ¢ikmasinda nedensel rol oynayanlarin bireyler oldugunu
ileri  siirerler.  Iktidarin  ele  gecirilmesinde,  siirdiiriilmesinde  ve
gliclendirilmesinde bireylerin ve 0&zellikle elitlerin ¢ikarlarinin  roliinii
vurgularlar. Bu yaklasima gore, elitler iktidarlarini gliglendirmek ve kendilerine
verilen siyasi destegi artirmak i¢in siddeti kigkirtirlar. Elitler, siyasi destek
olusturmak, iktidar1 ele gecirmek veya elinde tutmak amaciyla siddeti
kiskirtmaktadirlar (Prunier, 1995, Kepferer, 1988, Gagnon, 1994-1995). Yapisal
yaklasimlar aktorlerin davraniglarmin, kararlarmin veya fikirlerinin nedensel
roliinii géz ardi1 ederken, fail temelli yaklagimlar ise yapisal faktorlerin roliinii
ihmal etmektedir.

Bu nedenle, yapisal veya aktorlerle ilgili faktorleri vurgulayan yaklagimlarin
aksine, siddetli ¢atismalarin incelenmesine yonelik etkilesimli ve iligkisel bir
yaklasim daha agiklayici olacaktir. Bu yaklagim yapi, siirecler ve aktorler
arasindaki etkilesimleri ve bunlarin iligkilerini vurgular. Agiklayict modeller
olarak ne yapisal ne de fail temelli yaklasimlarin tek basma yeterli olmadigini,
¢iinkii birden fazla agiklayici faktorii hesaba katmamiz gerektigini savunurlar.
Ayrica yapisal ve kurum temelli faktorlerin yani sira siirecin de incelenmesi
gerektigini soylerler. Siddetli catigsmalarin nedenlerini anlayabilmek i¢in yapisal
faktorler ile olaylar, siirecler, aktorler gibi mikro faktorler arasindaki
etkilesimleri incelememiz gerekir.

Aktorlerle ilgili olarak, bireysel segimlerin, fikirlerin ve stratejilerin nemli
olduguna katilmakla beraber, bu yaklasim failin roliine iliskisel bir yaklasim
getirmektedir. Iliskisel calismalarin argiimanlarindan yararlanarak, —siyasi
aktorler arasindaki etkilesim ve iligkilerin Onemini vurgular ve elitlerin
birbirleriyle ve rakip elitlerle olan etkilesimlerini 6nemli nedensel degiskenler
olarak tamimlar (Tilly, 2003; McAdam vd., 2001; Tilly, 2001). Aktdrlerin
konumlari, siyasi ortamdaki degisikliklere tepki olarak ve diger aktorlerle
etkilesim halinde degisir. Insanlar baskalarinin davramislarma tepki verirler ve
onlara tepki olarak eylemlerini degistirirler. Bu yaklasim, failligin, bireyin
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kararlarinin ve eylemlerinin Onemini vurgularken ayni zamanda bireysel
eylemlerin yalnizca fail, yapilar veya cevreden etkilenmedigini de kabul
etmektedir; tiim bu faktorlerin ayn1 anda etkisi vardir. Sonucu etkileyen, bu
faktorlerin ayr1 ayr1 etkisi degil, aralarindaki etkilesimdir (Emirbayer ve
Goodwin, 1994). Bu nedenle aciklamalarimizda her ii¢ degiskene de bakmamiz
gerekir.

XII. AGLARIN ONEMIi

Tacikistan i¢ savasi {izerine olan c¢alismam siddetli catismayr atesleyen
mekanizmalarin arastirilmasinda ag analizi teorilerinden yararlanmaktadir. Ag
yaklasimi belirli davranig ve siiregleri sosyal baglantilar yoluyla agiklamaktadir
(Emirbayer ve Goodwin, 1994: 1419). “Aktorler arasindaki iliskilerin yapisinin
ve bireysel aktorlerin agdaki konumunun hem bireysel unsurlar hem de bir
biitiin olarak sistem icin onemli davranigsal, algisal ve tutumsal sonuglari
oldugunu” savunur (Knoke ve Kuklinski, 1982: 13). Aktorleri birbirine
baglayan iligki aglar1 ¢atigmalarda 6nemli rol oynamaktadir. Aktorler ihtiyag
duyduklarinda ag iligkilerini devreye sokarlar. Bu yaklasim hem aglarin
o6nemini hem de bireysel arabulucularin aglarin kurulmasindaki roliinii
vurgulamaktadir. Arabulucular, dnceden birbirleriyle iligskisi olmayan gruplar
arasinda baglantilar kuran aktorlerdir. Bunlarin varligi ya da yoklugu siddetli
catismalarin ortaya ¢ikmasinda 6nemli bir degiskendir (Tilly, 2003). Ayrica
benim yaklagimim “ag aktivasyonlarmin” oneminin yan sira siddet kullanma
konusunda uzman olan aktorleri ifade eden “siddet uzmanlar’”nin roliinii ve
siyasi aktorlerle baglantilarin1 da vurgulamaktadir. (Catigsmalarda siddet
uzmanlarinin rolii i¢in bkz.: Tilly, 2003; Brass, 1997.)

"Ag aktivasyonu" derken, elitlerin destek saglamak ve kendi ¢ikarlarini
korumak icin Onceden kurduklari iliski ve baglantilardan yararlanmasini
kastediyorum. "Ag aktivasyonu" terimini elitlerin kriz zamanlarinda, daha 6nce
bir sekilde bagli olduklar1 diger kisilere basvurma ve desteklerini alma
uygulamalarina atifta bulunmak i¢in kullaniyorum. Tacikistan'daki siyasi elitler
daha once baglantilar1 olan insanlarla iligkilerini harekete gecirdiler. Bu
mekanizma farkli bolgelerdeki insanlar1 harekete gecirdi ve i¢ savasin
¢ikmasma dnemli Slgiide katkida bulundu. Ilgili bir baska mekanizma da “siddet
uzmanlar1”nin siyasi elitler tarafindan harekete gecirilmesiydi. Yasadisi
gruplarla temas kurmalar1 ve onlar1 destek icin harekete gegirmeleri
Tacikistan'da i¢ savasin alevlenmesine yardime1 oldu.

Ayrica, yukarida belirtildigi gibi, siradan insanlarin siddetli ¢catigmalara katilim
motivasyonlar1 siddetli ¢atigmalar {izerine olan literatiirde ortaya atilan 6nemli
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bir sorudur. Benim ¢aligmam da, mikro diizeyde yapilan analizler araciligiyla,
siradan insanlarin savasa nasil dahil olduklar1 ve neden elitleri takip ettikleri
sorusuna cevap vermeye c¢aligmaktadir. Tacikistan’da insanlarin savasa katilma
motivasyonlar: ¢ok karmasikti ve bircok durumda insanlar savasa katilmaya
zorlandilar. Intikam, silahli gruplara katilmak igin &nemli bir motivasyondu.
Bazi insanlar savasta oldiiriilen akrabalarinin ve arkadaslarinin intikamini almak
icin katildilar.

SONUC

Siddetli catigmalar iizerine olan literatiir incelendiginde bu makalede
vurgulananlara benzer dinamiklerin diger siddetli catigma vakalarinda da
mevcut oldugu goriilmektedir. Hirsizlik nedeniyle bir siire hapiste kalan Jaba
loseliani, Giircistan'daki i¢ savasta bir grubun ana liderlerinden biri haline geldi.
Cesitli Gurcii siyasi liderlerle ittifak kurdu. Mhedrioni (Gilirciice'de "atlilar"
anlamina gelir) adi verilen silahli bir olusumdan meydana gelen Orgiitii,
uyusturucu kagak¢iligi, soygun ve koruma saglama gibi faaliyetlerle hayatta
kaldi. Onun rolii Tacikistan i¢ savasindaki siddet uzmanlarinmkine
benzemektedir (Slider, 1997: 165-67).

Benzer sekilde, Bosna savasinda da suclu ve suclu benzeri unsurlar savagmustir.
Silahli1 gruplarin bazi liderlerinin daha 6nce de sabikalari vardi ve suglular
siddete katilmak iizere hapishanelerden serbest birakildilar. Benzer dinamikler
Ruanda'da da mevcuttu (Mueller, 2000). Her iki durumda da yukaridan asagiya
bir mobilizasyon mevcuttu. Bosna’da politikacilarm bazilar1 siddet uygulamak
icin haydutlar ve holiganlardan yararlandilar. Katilimin saglanmasi, yerel olarak
etnik partiler ve “etnik girisimciler” (uzmanlik alanlar1 kendi gruplarimi
organize etmek, birlestirmek, bolmek, koordine etmek ve temsil etmek olan
siyasi aktorler (Tilly, 2003)) tarafindan gergeklestiriliyordu (Kalyvas ve
Sambanis, 2005). Ruanda'da yukaridan gelen emirlere gore hareket eden yerel
yetkililer siddeti koordine ettiler (Mueller, 2000). Kalyvas ve Sambanis, Bosna
ic savastyla ilgili olarak da benzer bir argumanda bulunarak, etnik kimlikler
arasindaki kutuplagsmanin savasin ¢ikis nedeni degil, sonucu oldugunu
sOyliiyorlar. Siddetin bir sonucu olarak catismanin “etniklestirildigini”
savunuyorlar:

“Anekdot niteligindeki kanitlar, derin boliinmeleri siddetli
catismalara doniistirmek yerine, savas basladiktan sonra siddetin
hizli bir sekilde "etniklesmesi" durumuna isaret ediyor. Savas,
basladiktan sonra intikam mekanizmasi yoluyla igsel olarak ek
siddet dalgalar1 ve daha fazla kutuplagma yaratti; bu siire¢ etnik
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kimlikleri pekistirdi, kuvvetlendirdi ve sertlestirdi.”(Kalyvas ve
Sambanis, 2005: 216)

Farkli siddetli c¢atisma vakalarina iliskin karsilagtirmali c¢aligmalar bu
catigmalari anlamamiza katki saglayacaktir. Bu catigmalarda benzer
mekanizmalarin ve dinamiklerin goézlemlenip goézlemlenemeyecegini, ne tiir
mobilizasyon mekanizmalarmimn isledigini, siradan insanlarin savasa neden ve
nasil katildigini, silah altina almada zorlamanin veya goniillii katilimin roliini,
catigmalarda kimliklerin roliinii ve farkli vakalarm farkli dinamikleri olup
olmadigimi (ve eger varsa, bu farkliliklar1 hangi faktorlerin agikladigini)
aciklayabilirler. Makro ve mikro dinamikler (savasin sahadaki insanlar
tarafindan gergekte nasil deneyimlendigi) ve bunlarin baglantilar1 hakkinda
daha fazla sey 6grendikge, siddetli ¢catigmalarin meydana gelmesini 6nlemenin
yollarii bulmaya daha da yaklasacagimizi umuyorum.
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FROM POLITICS TO SOCIAL JUSTICE: A POLITICAL ANALYSIS
OF SOCIAL POLICY
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Abstract: Background: Social policy making entails the resolution of conflicts
among various stakeholders, such as individuals, groups, governments, and
organizations. The main emphasis is on promoting social justice, with a
particular focus on ensuring equitable distribution of outcomes and equal access
to opportunities. The egalitarian theory aims to identify and prioritize
individuals who are disadvantaged in order to achieve social justice.
Governments should give priority to addressing disadvantages and promoting
beneficial activities in order to reduce the negative effects of clustering, while
being careful to avoid worsening stigma and division.

Methods: The systematic review encompassed 32 literatures that specifically
examined social policy analysis. Qualitative thematic analysis with deductive
codes was used.

Results: This paper examined the political analysis of social policy, with a
specific focus on the impact of political factors on its formation and
progression. This paper explored contemporary theories regarding social justice
and the interrelationship between public policy and social policy. The paper
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also emphasized the utilization of social justice perspectives in public policy,
illustrating the interdependence of politics and social policy.

Conclusions: Sacial policy primarily centers on the pursuit of social justice. The
ongoing discussion revolves around whether social justice necessitates equal
distribution of outcomes or equal access to opportunities. Governments are
required to exercise caution when addressing distributional issues, as their
attempts to do so can potentially exacerbate stigma and foster division.

Keywords: Political Analysis, Public Policy, Social Justice and Social Policy

SIYASETTEN SOSYAL ADALETE: BIR SOSYAL POLITIKA ANALIZI

Oz: Arka Plan: Sosyal politika yapimi, bireyler, gruplar, hiikiimetler ve
kuruluslar gibi c¢esitli paydaslar arasindaki catismalarin ¢éziimlenmesini
saglamaktadir. Bu yolla ortaya ¢ikan degerlerin adil dagilimini ve firsat esitligi
saglayarak sosyal adaleti tesis etmektir. Dayanigmact yaklagsim, sosyal adaleti
saglamak igin dezavantajli bireyleri tespit etmeyi ve kollamayr amaglamaktadir.
Hiikiimetler, kiimelenmenin olumsuz etkilerini azaltmak igin dezavantajli kesimi
kollamayt ve bu yénde faydal faaliyetleri tesvik etmelidir. Ayrica damgalama
ve ayrimciligin olugmaswni énlemelidir.

Yontem. Sistematik inceleme, ozellikle sosyal politika analizini inceleyen 32
literatiir ¢alismasint  kapsamaktadir. Calismada, tiimdengelim kodlu nitel
tematik analiz kullamlimigtir.

Bulgular: Bu makale, sosyal politikamin politik analizini, politik faktorlerin
olusumu ve ilerlemesi iizerindeki etkisine ozel olarak odaklanarak
incelemektedir. Bu makale, sosyal adalet ve kamu politikast ile sosyal politika
arasindaki karsilikli iliskiye iliskin ¢cagdas teorileri arastirmistir. Makale ayrica
siyaset ve sosyal politikanin bagimliligini géstererek, kamu politikasinda sosyal
adalet perspektiflerinin 6nemine vurguda bulunmaktadir.

Sonug¢: Sosyal politika oncelikle sosyal adalet arayisini  gerektirir.
Arastirmamizda, sosyal adaletin, degerlerin esit dagilimint mi, yoksa firsatlara
esit erisimi mi gerektirdigi etrafinda donmektedir. Hiikiimetlerin dagitimla ilgili
sorunlart ele alirken dikkatli olmalari gerekmektedir;, zira bu ydndeki
girisimleri potansiyel olarak damgalamayr daha da kotiilestirebilir ve
boliinmeyi tesvik edebilir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Siyasal Analiz, Kamu Politikasi, Sosyal Adalet ve Sosyal
Politika
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INTRODUCTION: THE MAIN QUESTION

Social justice is the force behind societal transformation, raising three
fundamental inquiries: establishing the concept of equity in historical contexts,
assessing the current allocation of resources, and contemplating the future
consequences. It is important to consider the historical unfairness, the current
fair and unfair distribution of resources, and the significance of future actions
for achieving social justice (Coyne and Rescher, 2023:54). Social justice is a
term that is frequently ambiguous and serves as a useful tool for individuals
who are engaged in activities such as persuasion, manipulation of public
opinion, and garnering electoral support. On the other hand, practitioners of
social policy frequently view it as a concept that is remote and without concrete
application. Attempts have been made by political and economic philosophers
to shed light on the idea of social justice; however, there is a lack of universal
agreement among these professionals (Midgley, 2020:109). Social work is
increasingly acknowledging social justice as a fundamental principle, however,
social policy is often overlooked. Social justice is crucial for rectifying social
injustices and advocating for equitable social policies. The formulation and
implementation of social work impact the expenses associated with
incorporating policy matters into daily work and striving towards social justice
objectives. The implementation of an inclusive policy can effectively reduce
these expenses (Barozet et al., 2022:143). Public policy refers to a set of
interrelated decisions made by political entities or groups with the aim of
achieving specific goals in a particular context. The formulation and
implementation of it can be carried out by individuals, private entities, non-
governmental organizations (NGOs), and civil society organizations. It is
frequently examined in connection with foreign, educational, economic, and
defense policy. Public policy is a deliberate and goal-oriented procedure that
encompasses the process of making decisions and carrying them out, which
may involve the exercise of authority or logical reasoning. It incorporates
knowledge from diverse academic disciplines, including economics, law,
sociology, ethics, public health, education, and climatology. Social policy is
concerned with addressing fundamental human needs, such as security,
education, employment, health, and overall well-being, on a worldwide level
(Craig and Burchardt, 2008:102). Governmental decision-making is heavily
influenced by a crucial component that is shaped by a range of choices and
conflicting interests. The concept of social justice is widely recognized,
however, its definition, priority, and implementation through public policies
exhibit considerable variation. The global conversation on social justice and the
integration of economic progress with the well-being of marginalized
individuals has made substantial advancements. The main aim of this paper is to
promote engagement and cooperation between theories of social justice and
practical policy matters (Mooney and Scott, 2012:87). The emergence of public
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policy is inherently intertwined with politics. Politics and the quest for social
justice are the main driving forces behind the development of social policy. It is
sufficient to pose the inquiry at hand: “How social policy can be analyzed from
political perspective?”’

This paper aimed to address this research question by conducting a
comprehensive analysis of pertinent academic literatures. An analysis of social
policy from a political perspective involves examining the ways in which
political factors influence and shape social policies. This paper primarily
focuses on the field of politics and its associated theories. Subsequently, it
provided a comprehensive analysis of the current theories pertaining to social
justice. Afterwards, it examined the correlation between public policy and
social policy. This paper demonstrates the application of social justice and
public policy insights. Prior to the concluding remarks, a thorough examination
of the political analysis of social policy is conducted.

I.METHODOLOGY

The discourse surrounding social justice and the harmonization of economic
development with the welfare of disadvantaged individuals has made significant
progress. There is a pressing requirement for a more explicit political discourse
regarding various interpretations of social justice, pinpointing conflicts, and
offering a more precise analysis of the demands for justice. The primary
objective of this article is to foster interaction and collaboration between social
justice theories and practical policy issues within the framework of political
analysis. To attaint this objective, a systematic review of 32 literatures has been
conducted that specifically examined social policy analysis. Qualitative
thematic analysis with deductive codes was used in this paper. A rigorous
investigation to literary works published from the same year onwards, up until
December 2023 was conducted. A comprehensive search across three academic
databases and search engines, namely the ISI Web of Science and EBSCO
interdisciplinary databases, CiteNetExplorer software, and the Google Scholar
database was conducted. Upon gathering all of search findings, 261 results was
proceeded to input into a reference management software known as RefWorks.
The literature were reviewed and selected only those that met the following
criteria: (i) they were not duplicates, (ii) they were published between 1994 and
2023, (iii) they were published in English, (iv) they were published through an
international peer-reviewed process, and (v) they included the specific term
‘Political analysis*’ ‘Social justice*’ ‘Social policy analysis*’. Using this
search strategy resulted in finding 68 literatures. Subsequently, 68 literatures
were evaluated based on predetermined criteria for inclusion. The systematic
review encompassed 32 literatures that specifically examined social policy
analysis.
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Il. LITERATURE REVIEW

Gaus, and Kukathas (2004:15) explains that politics is commonly depicted as
the exertion of power or authority, a procedure of making decisions collectively,
the distribution of limited resources, a domain of deceit or manipulation, and
other similar perspectives. Heywood (2017:89) discusses that a political actor
refers to any individual involved in political activities, whereas politicians
specifically pertain to individuals who are either running for elective office or
currently serving in such positions. According to Wolff (2006: 23), in order to
comprehend political activity and its results, it is advantageous to concentrate
on the regulations that dictate the actions that individuals involved in politics
can or cannot undertake, the actual conditions of the political setting, and the
decisions made by these political participants. Heywood (2017: 120) also
discusses that Politics encompasses the actions of individuals who collaborate
or contend with others in order to address conflicts arising from limited
resources or divergent preferences. Politics is the process through which
societies determine the allocation of resources, including who receives what,
when, and in what manner. Politics is the systematic process by which groups of
people make decisions together, exercise authority, and distribute resources. It
entails individuals working together or competing to resolve conflicts that arise
due to limited resources or differing preferences. Political identity refers to the
amalgamation of values, principles, memories, and symbols that a political
group recognizes as their own. It serves as the central and most significant
aspect of identity, representing the shared beliefs and aspirations within a group.
Political identities encompass the voluntary adherence to specific norms and
necessitate the use of symbols to establish consistency and enable collective
expression (Rom et al.,, 2022: 78). Politics can be examined using four
perspectives: the exertion of authority, adept administration of governance,
handling of public affairs, and the facilitation of consensus through negotiation.
Power is utilized to achieve desired outcomes, whereas politics centers around
the exertion of control and the formal institutions of the government (Swift,
2013:55). Public policy is the result of political and governance processes that
involve both political and non-political actors in order to accomplish the goals
of the state. Politics and governance are distinct entities, with politics concerned
with the pursuit of the good life and the ideal society, while governance focuses
on addressing public needs (Barry, 1989: 43).

Rom et al., (2022: 141) mentions that political identity refers to the collection of
values, principles, memories, and symbols that a political group, such as a
movement, party, nation state, alliance, or federation, acknowledges as its own.
It is essentially what enables them to identify themselves as a cohesive unit. The
primary identity of importance is the political identity, rather than the cultural or
social identities. Moreover, political identities are not simply a reflection of the
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beliefs held by individuals within a group (such as a political entity, party, or
movement) based on past events, but also a representation of the aspirations or
obligations that the group desires to achieve - especially in the context of
political parties. Swift (2013: 82) adds that political identities involve a self-
imposed adherence to certain norms. Furthermore, it is crucial to note that
identities are not solely based on argumentative or logical constructs, but rather
require symbols to establish coherence and facilitate collective expression.
Barry (2000: 61) describes that symbols encompass more than just flags and
national anthems; they also include influential documents (such as the
Constitution, if it is indeed inspiring) and images that often evoke personal
history. Rawls (2020: 112) analyzes that politics is the competition for authority
in order to attain societal objectives, specifically control over the government. It
encompasses the distribution of resources and the decision-making process that
governs the state. Politics can be analyzed through four distinct lenses: politics
as the exercise of authority, politics as the skillful management of governance,
politics as the management of public matters, and politics as the process of
reaching agreements through negotiation. Power is wielded in order to attain
desired results, whereas politics, as the craft of governance, centers on the
exercise of authority and the official establishments of the state. Politics, when
viewed as public affairs, involves the distinction between the public and private
domains. Additionally, politics, when seen as compromise and consensus,
pertains to the methods and strategies used to resolve conflicts through
compromise, conciliation, and negotiation. Public policy is the outcome of
political and governance procedures, which engage both political and non-
political participants to achieve the state’s objectives of ensuring security,
peace, order, and social services. Swift (2013: 88) highlights that politics and
governance are separate entities, where politics relates to the notion of the good
life and the ideal society, while governance pertains to the process by which the
government and civil society make decisions to address public needs.

Heywood (2017: 71) mentions that political theory examines political concepts
and texts, encompassing various topics including democracy, freedom,
constitutionalism, and political obligation. The study of politics is a complex
subject with various approaches offering systematic knowledge. The arena
definition captures an important insight into politics, which is broader than
government activities and includes political processes in the public domain.
While most political scientists focus on collective and public elements of power
struggles, it is crucial to retain a sense of the collective or public arena. John
Rawl’s ‘A theory of justice’, published in 1971, is a philosophical treatise
exploring the concept of social justice. The framework comprises two
fundamental principles: the liberty principle, which gives precedence to
safeguarding fundamental freedoms over economic concerns, and the fair
opportunity principle, which centers on ensuring equitable treatment for the
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most disadvantaged individuals. According to Mooney and Scott (2012: 18),
Rawls contends that justice necessitates an equitable distribution of resources,
although this approach may result in inefficiency. Ronald Dworkin and other
critics have expressed disapproval of Rawls’ theory, contending that it provides
financial support to individuals who exploit the system and fails to acknowledge
the varying levels of costly necessities among individuals. According to
Midgley (2020: 138), Dworkin contends that the principle of egalitarianism in
terms of well-being necessitates a redistribution of resources from individuals
with average preferences to those with extravagant preferences, a notion that
goes against common intuition. The theory proposed by Rawls has been a topic
of discussion and scrutiny. Barozet et al. (2022: 144) analyzes that Dworkin’s
theory of equality centers around the notion of accountability and the
differentiation between aspirations and inherent qualities. He contends that
while achieving equality necessitates government intervention to address
inadequate resources, it does not necessitate compensation for unfavorable
circumstances resulting from freely made choices. According to Coyne and
Rescher (2023: 176), Dworkin employs the concept of insurance to exemplify
this notion, contending that insurance has the ability to transform random
chance occurrences into opportunities for choice. Nevertheless, life is not
devoid of complexities, and certain individuals are inherently born with
disabilities that can significantly impact their decision-making capabilities.
According to Brown (2009: 66), Dworkin dismisses the concept of equal
welfare, using Louis’ extravagant preferences as an illustration. Richard
Arneson contends that Dworkin’s argument is muddled, as he equated the
notion of equal welfare outcomes with the concept of equal opportunity for
resources.

In his 1989 work, G. A. Cohen asserts that a comprehensive theory of equality
necessitates the utilization of the concept of ‘advantage’, which encompasses
both welfare and resources (Cohen, 2008). He endorses Dworkin’s contention
opposing pure welfarism, asserting that it would necessitate redistributions from
the exceedingly content impoverished individuals to the affluent yet profoundly
unhappy ones. According to Robeyns (2017: 119), Cohen also opposes a solely
resource-oriented measure that fails to provide compensation for individuals’
pain and distress. The unresolved matters among Dworkin, Cohen, and Arneson
pertain to the need for modifying Rawls’ theory to include a concept of
responsibility. According to Brown (2009: 98), some scholars differentiate
among various theories that vary in their strength and level of commitment.
This distinction helps theorists gain a clearer understanding of their intuitions
and theoretical obligations. Barozet et al. (2022: 167) mentions that the
incorporation of Sen’s theory into political philosophy is challenging due to its
absence of a definitive enumeration of human functionings and its complexity
in comprehending equality. Nevertheless, the ideas put forth by Frankfurt and
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Parfit have resulted in the development of a perspective known as the
sufficiency view of capabilities. This perspective seeks to ensure that every
individual reaches a minimum level of sufficiency in each capability. According
to Chepp, (2021: 142), critics contend that luck egalitarianism, a philosophy
that seeks to mitigate the impact of luck on individuals’ lives, can result in
policies and practices that are inhumane and discriminatory. The shift towards
achieving ‘relational’ or ‘social’ equality centers on establishing circumstances
characterized by mutual respect and self-respect, rather than simply distributing
justice.

The work of John Rawls’ A theory of justice centers on the principles of liberty
and fair opportunity, prioritizing the safeguarding of fundamental freedoms
over economic considerations. Critics contend that Rawls’ theory offers
financial backing to those who exploit others and neglects to recognize the
differing degrees of essential needs among individuals. Dworkin’s theory of
equality highlights the importance of responsibility and the distinction between
ambitions and innate attributes, asserting that achieving equal well-being does
not necessarily require government interference (Rawls, 2020: 137). G. A.
Cohen (2008: 79) endorses Dworkin’s argument against pure welfarism,
asserting that it necessitates the redistribution of resource from the affluent to
the impoverished. Theorists Harry Frankfurt and Derek Parfit distinguish
between different theories, with a particular emphasis on the “sufficiency view”
of capabilities. Critics argue that luck egalitarianism, a philosophical approach
that seeks to reduce the influence of luck on individuals’ lives, may lead to
policies that are perceived as lacking compassion and promoting unfair
treatment. The transition towards ‘relational’ or ‘social’ equality emphasizes the
importance of mutual respect and self-respect, rather than solely focusing on the
distribution of justice (Reisch and Garvin, 2016: 104).

According to Van Horn et al. (2001: 33), public policy refers to a collection of
interconnected choices made by a political entity or a group of entities in order
to accomplish objectives within a specific context. It is a purpose-driven
process that entails a sequence of choices made over a prolonged duration,
involving the exertion of power or rational thinking. Public policy can be
formulated and implemented by individuals, private entities, non-governmental
organizations (NGOs), and civil society organizations. According to Knoepfel
et al. (2011: 44), it is commonly analyzed in relation to foreign, educational,
economic, and defense policy. Public policy possesses essential attributes such
as being formulated as a response to a specific issue, involving the process of
decision-making and implementation, being directed towards a specific
objective, operating within a framework of prescribed organizational roles,
encompassing the exchange of information and resources, aiming to enhance
the likelihood of achieving desired outcomes in the future, and being formulated
on behalf of the general public. Dunn (2015: 53) mentions that policy formation
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is an ongoing procedure that occurs through the collaboration and interaction of
elected and unelected individuals who do not hold formal positions. Public
policy encompasses governmental actions aimed at altering the economy and
society. It draws upon a range of academic fields, such as economics, law,
sociology, ethics, public health, education, and climatology. Sen and Walker
(2012: 70) discuss that comprehending public policy necessitates a diverse array
of information and specialized knowledge centered on evolving economic and
societal circumstances. Political science provides multiple methodologies for
comprehending policy, such as the policymaking cycle, bounded rationality,
public agenda determination, and policy characteristics. In order to establish a
connection between these viewpoints, it is necessary to incorporate a design
perspective. Effective policy analysis entails integrating various components
and processes into a purposefully designed intervention, which can be
particularly difficult due to political dynamics and intricate objectives (Fischer
and Miller, 2017: 78).

Baldock et al. (2011: 30) highlight that Social policy is concerned with
addressing universal human needs, including security, education, employment,
health, and overall well-being, on a global scale. The text examines the
functions of national governments, families, civil society, and international
organizations in delivering services and assistance. According to Craig and
Burchardt (2008: 56), the objective is to diminish disparities and enhance
human well-being by tackling concerns such as alleviating poverty, ensuring
social protection, and promoting urban advancement. Like public policy, social
policy is a pivotal component of governmental decision-making, encompassing
the choices made by individuals in positions of authority to act on behalf of the
general public. Midgley et al. (2000: 12) mention that the process is both
political and administrative, and it is shaped by various choices and conflicting
interests. The concept of social justice is widely acknowledged, however, its
definition, priority, and implementation through public policies exhibit
significant variations. The Social Justice Policy Group of the Conservative
Party in the UK prioritized strengthening the welfare society rather than the
welfare state. According to Hill and Irving (2020: 108), their objective was to
tackle the existence of a disadvantaged social group through the provision of
charitable assistance and support from families. The Commission on Social
Justice (CSJ) of the Labour Party presented an alternative strategy centered
around the principle of equal value for all individuals, the entitlement to fulfill
basic necessities, the imperative to distribute opportunities and prospects
equitably, and the obligation to diminish and eradicate unwarranted disparities.
New Labour has adopted a distinct approach, prioritizing policies that target
poverty rather than directly addressing inequality (Livingstone, 2011: 33).
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I11. DISCUSSION: POLITICAL ANALYSIS OF SOCIAL POLICY

This section examines the ongoing discussions surrounding equality and
disability, and proposes a potential solution by temporarily setting aside
philosophical disagreements and enhancing our understanding through the use
of more advanced terminology.

Liberalism
and Citizen’s
Participation

Social
Justice and
Public
Policy

Governance
and Policy
Actors

Political

Analysis of
Social Social Marxism
Diversity Policy and
and Public Conflicting

Policy Interests

Institutional
Political
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Figure 1: Political Elements for Analyzing Social Policy

III.A. LIBERALISM AND CITIZEN’S PARTICIPATION

Liberalism is a political and moral ideology that centers on the principles of
individual rights, freedom, popular consent, political equality, private property
rights, and equal treatment under the law. From a liberal perspective, upholding
the distinction between the public and private spheres is crucial for safeguarding
individual freedom, which is commonly perceived as a type of privacy or
absence of interference. Politics, being primarily concerned with the state and
its activities, inherently possesses a coercive nature. This is because the state
possesses the authority to enforce compliance from its citizens. Conversely, the
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‘private’ sphere is a domain characterized by the exercise of personal agency,
autonomy, and individual accountability (Heywood, 2017: 89). Liberals exhibit
a distinct inclination towards prioritizing society over the state, favoring ‘the
private’ over ‘the public’. Consequently, they harbor concerns about politics
infringing upon the rights and freedoms of individuals. Politics is frequently
associated with unwanted and unjustified intervention, with its sole legitimate
objective being the creation of a structured setting in which individuals can
pursue their own preferred way of life (Swift, 2013: 44). The process of social
policy making entails the involvement of government institutions, including the
legislature, executive, and judiciary, which are guided by the principles of
competitive capitalism and free market mechanisms. The objective is to
safeguard individual interests, advance economic well-being, and encourage the
generation of wealth. Liberal scholars contend that individuals ought to fulfill
their tax obligations in order to bolster government funds, promote economic
vitality, and mitigate excessive savings (Baldock et al., 2011: 28). Their stance
is in favor of implementing low tax rates and substantial corporate exemptions
as a means to prevent economic instability. Their main areas of focus include
conducting cost-benefit analysis, streamlining taxation procedures for the
middle class, and fostering economic growth by implementing tax incentives
(Livingstone, 2011: 19). Citizen participation entails the active engagement of
the public in administrative decision-making processes, encompassing various
forms of political involvement. Transparent governance is essential for the
functioning of a democracy, ensuring social cohesion, and fostering economic
progress. Transparency, accessibility, and responsiveness are necessary. Public
participation strategies entail the integration of public concerns, needs, and
values into the decision-making process, with the goal of achieving improved
outcomes. Public participation guarantees that policies are responsive to the
needs of citizens and receive greater public support. It is a deliberate procedure
in a system of government where representatives connect society and the
governing body. It fosters trust, enhances decision-making quality, encourages
transparency, and promotes equity. Engaging the public enhances the quality of
evidence, decreases the expenses associated with implementation, and harnesses
the expertise and innovation of individuals. It fosters social cohesion, mitigates
disputes, and enlightens the general population (Midgley et al., 2000: 43).

111. B. MARXISM AND CONFLICTING INTERESTS

According to the Marxist perspective, politics, along with law and culture, is
considered as part of the ‘superstructure’, separate from the economic ‘base’
which serves as the fundamental basis of social existence. Marx, however, did
not view the economic base and the political and legal superstructure as
separate entities. Instead, he believed that the superstructure emerged from and
mirrored the economic base (Jessop and Malcolm-Brown, 1999: 25). According
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to the Lenin, political power is rooted in the class system. Lenin put politics as
the most concentrated expression of economics (Harding, 2009). Contrary to the
belief that politics is confined to the state and a narrow public sphere, Marxists
argue that the economic realm is inherently political. Undoubtedly, civil society,
rooted in a structure of class conflict, constitutes the core of politics (Barry,
2000: 42). Nevertheless, Marx did not perceive politics as an inherent aspect of
social existence, and he aspired for a future where politics would cease to exist.
He expected that this would happen when a society without social classes and
based on communism was established, eliminating any possibility of class
conflict and, consequently, politics (Jessop and Malcolm-Brown, 1999: 28). The
Marxist perspective posits that social policy is shaped by political dynamics
driven by class conflicts and struggles. In this view, the socialist state, working
class, and subordinate classes form an alliance to safeguard and advance social
justice (Hill and Irving, 2020: 125). Class analysis is a study that looks at how
society categorizes different social classes, with a specific focus on
understanding the role and influence of each class in the processes of
production, distribution, and control of the state apparatus. The objective is to
ascertain the individuals responsible for generating wealth and those who reap
the benefits of wealth distribution. The Marxist analysis of tax policies
examines the impact of social class, the fairness of tax policies, and the
distribution of the tax burden among different social classes (Baldock et al.,
2011: 11). The public policy making process is characterized by contention
arising from the conflicting interests of stakeholders, which encompass
individuals, groups, governments, and organizations. The policy community
consists of a hierarchical arrangement of government departments, engaged
citizens, and informal collectives, forming a series of concentric circles. The
process entails the establishment of a political resolution through the use of
negotiation, concession, and deliberation among influential political figures and
societal factions (Livingstone, 2011: 30). The primary focus is on conflicts
within the elite class, conflicts between the elite and non-elite groups, conflicts
between different groups, and conflicts between those in power and society as a
whole. Each stage of the policy making process is inherently political,
influenced by factors such as political ideology, special interests, mass media,
and public opinion (Baldock et al., 2011: 77).

IHI1.C. INSTITUTIONAL POLITICAL ECONOMY

Institutionalism is a theoretical approach that examines the rules, norms, and
values that regulate political interactions. It primarily analyzes the institutional
structures within the mainstream political sphere. Science is the systematic
generation of structured knowledge. Optimal political science is based on
empirical evidence, guided by theoretical knowledge, and characterized by
introspection. It strives to establish links between empirical analysis and
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normative theory. Furthermore, it actively seeks to establish connections and
perceives itself as collaborating with political practitioners (Swift, 2013: 19).
Institutional political economy studies center their attention on individuals or
groups who control access, individuals or groups with the power to block
decisions, individuals or groups with authority, and individuals or groups who
act on behalf of others. Gatekeepers selectively screen requests before they
enter the political decision-making process, while veto players, who can be
either aligned with a political party or bound by constitutional powers, have the
authority to influence policy changes. The principal and agent have distinct
roles in the decision-making process, where the principal’s interests are of
utmost importance. The principal-agent problem occurs when agents prioritize
their own self-interests, resulting in the creation and execution of public policies
that primarily serve the agents’ interests. This can potentially lead to the agents
gaining control over the social policy-making process (Livingstone, 2011: 40).
Institutionalist analysis focuses on the study of institutions and their function in
facilitating the implementation of social policies while also serving as a
deterrent against their failure. It promotes the idea of tax payment by all adults,
asserting that it plays a role in advancing the collective welfare. Students
researching tax policies should analyze regulations that either facilitate or
impede tax payment, as well as legislation that incentivizes free-riding and
bolsters public tax collection agencies (Midgley et al., 2000: 51).

111.D. FEMINISM AND DISABILITY

Feminist political thought has focused on two primary concerns. Firstly, it
examines the institutions, processes, and practices that have led to the
subordination of women to men. Secondly, it investigates the most suitable and
efficient methods to challenge this subordination. The initial phase of feminism
was intimately linked to the women’s suffrage movement, which originated
during the 1840s and 1850s (Bryson, 1992: 33). The emergence of feminism’s
‘second wave’ occurred in the 1960s and represented the more radical and
occasionally revolutionary aspirations of the expanding Women’s Liberation
Movement. Despite experiencing fragmentation and de-radicalization since the
early 1970s, feminist politics has gained increasing respectability as a distinct
school of political theory (Heywood, 2017: 115). Feminists advocate for
increased representation of women in policy making processes to ensure
equitable access to resources. They suggest incentives like empowerment
programs, income redistribution, and affirmative action. This would promote
inclusive development and counteract the dominance of global organizations for
profits and capitalist states. Gender analysis investigates the allocation of
gender roles in the domains of production, exchange, and public spaces. It
specifically emphasizes the advantages of gender equality in tax policies and the
impact of imposing multiple taxes on women. Social policies have distinct
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effects on men and women as a result of disparities in economics and society,
leading to policy outcomes that frequently differ based on gender (Hill and
Irving, 2020: 109). Dworkin’s research on disability is notable for its emphasis
on quantifying justifiable recompense for individuals with disabilities (Craig
and Burchardt, 2008: 115). Nevertheless, he adopts a medical perspective on
disability, perceiving it as a deficiency in inherent capabilities and endorsing the
notion that financial restitution is fitting. The enhancement of disabled
individuals’ quality of life through social policy necessitates intricate measures,
encompassing alterations in building regulations, public environments, and
societal mindsets (Midgley et al., 2000: 129). Disabled individuals are granted
access to resources that enable them to lead autonomous lives and receive
necessary medical care. Nevertheless, only a fraction of resources is conveyed
through cash transfers. Opportunities in life are influenced by various factors,
including internal resources (such as strength and skill), external resources
(such as wealth and income), and social and material structure. In order to
enhance an individual’s quality of life, society can offer medical remedies,
additional provisions, specialized resource augmentations, and restructuring the
physical environment to ensure equitable accessibility for individuals with
disabilities. Nevertheless, establishing a connection between these social
policies and theories of social justice proves difficult due to the intricate nature
of well-being (Hill and Irving, 2020: 142).

I11.E. SOCIAL DIVERSITY AND PUBLIC POLICY

Diversity encompasses the variations in traits that distinguish one individual or
group from another. The concept of discrimination has expanded beyond race,
gender, and sexual orientation to encompass physical appearance, belief
systems, thoughts, styles, socio-economic status, rural/urban geographical
locations, and disability. Social diversity, also referred to as plurality,
multiculturalism, and social differentiation, denotes the presence of various
social groups coexisting within a specific geographic and political context.
Nevertheless, it can pose a threat when exploited for personal gain.
Socioeconomic and racial disparities can result in social differentiation,
inequality, and fragmentation. Facilitating the acceptance and integration of
various social groups while maintaining a strong sense of identity is essential
for coexistence in diverse societies (Craig and Burchardt, 2008: 27). Social
division encompasses the separation of individuals based on characteristics such
as religion, race, caste, and language, whereas social inequality pertains to the
uneven distribution of opportunities and rewards among various social
positions. Age, gender, ethnicity, and race can exert an influence on these
inequalities. Urbanization, while enhancing accessibility to education, health,
and housing, can also influence policy. Behaviorism primarily examines the
operational aspects of conventional politics and governance. The
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comprehension of a scientific assertion involves the creation of universal
principles and, at the very minimum, the development of theoretical statements
that can be disproven. The attitude towards normative political theory involves
a strong desire to validate claims by directly observing them using empirical
methods. In the beginning, it is crucial to emphasize the difference between the
developing scientific approach and the conventional practice of speculative
thinking. Now recognizes the significance of political theory. Behaviorism
claims to have objectivity, impartiality, and detachment (Swift, 2013: 83).
Nevertheless, the swift increase in urban population poses difficulties for urban
planning and governance. Migration and displacement, caused by economic
inequalities, political instability, and natural calamities, can also impact
population dynamics. Social exclusion, also known as alienation, refers to the
systematic denial of individuals or communities from accessing their rights,
opportunities, and resources, thereby hindering their full participation in society
(Hill and Irving, 2020: 122).

I11.F. GOVERNANCE AND POLICY ACTORS

Governance encompasses the act of directing or managing a collective of
individuals or a nation, in contrast to the conventional hierarchical method. It
encompasses the processes of electing, overseeing, and changing governments,
the government’s ability to efficiently enforce effective policies, and the
adherence of citizens and the state to the institutions that regulate economic and
social transactions. Governance encompasses both formal and informal aspects,
with the government serving as the primary formal entity. Additional
stakeholders in the policy-making process encompass civil society, labor
unions, news media, multinational corporations, non-governmental
organizations, and business associations (Dunn, 2015: 81). There are six criteria
that contribute to the success of social policy interventions: effectiveness,
efficiency, responsiveness, innovation, political feasibility, and administrative
feasibility. Additional factors to consider are sufficiency, effectiveness, clarity,
responsibility, ethnic diversity, corruption, and long-term viability. The
substitution of the Millennium Development Goals with the Sustainable
Development Goals has raised apprehensions regarding environmental
preservation and fairness, underscoring the necessity of incorporating equity
into policy formulation and assessment (Van Horn et al., 2001: 29).
Conservatism is a comprehensive ideology that aims to uphold and safeguard
established institutions, customs, and values in culture, society, and politics.
Conservatives, like Michael Oakeshott (1991: 35), have emphasized the
importance of viewing politics as a narrowly defined endeavor, centered on
preserving social order and governing public affairs. In ‘Rationalism in
Politics’, he substantiated this claim by presenting a fundamentally a political
perspective on human nature, highlighting that the majority of individuals are
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inclined towards seeking security, exercising caution, and relying on others
rather than embodying Aristotle’s notion of ‘political animals’. From this
standpoint, the fundamental essence of human existence resides in a secluded
realm encompassing family, home, domestic life, and personal connections.
Oakeshott regarded the tumultuous nature of political life as unwelcoming and
even daunting (lsaacs, 2006: 29). Policy instruments refer to the various
measures implemented by the government to intervene in society with the aim
of achieving specific goals or resolving issues. These can be classified into three
groups: regulatory instruments, financial resources, and communicative tools.
Procedural instruments alter the methods used to make decisions, whereas
substantive instruments directly impact behavior. Institutional instruments
establish specialized organizations to formulate, execute, and assess policies.
These instruments can be categorized as either voluntary, compulsory, or a
combination of both. The advent of the digital age has greatly increased the
utilization of these devices (Knoepfel et al., 2011: 48).

Table 1: Role of Policy Actors in Social Policy

Policy Actors | Role of Policy Actors in Social Policy

State Actors 1. The executive possesses supreme jurisdiction to
formulate and execute social policies, yet encounters
limitations such as coordination, intricacy, and voter
endorsement.

2. The legislative branch wields less influence than the
executive branch in the process of formulating social
policies, although it does possess certain powers.

3. The judiciary plays a less prominent role in shaping
social policy, but it is of utmost importance in resolving
conflicts and conducting judicial review.

Societal Civil society endeavors to exert influence on social policy,

Actors offer alternative analysis, and enlighten policymakers

International International institutions like United Nations, World Bank

Actors play a crucial role in democratizing societies and processing
social policy.

I11.F.1. State Actors

The government is the primary entity responsible for governing a state,
comprising the executive, legislature, and judiciary. The executive’s primary
responsibilities include implementing policies and offering guidance on policy
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matters. The group comprises ministers, civil servants, and decision-makers.
The legislature, also known as parliament, is the governing body responsible for
creating laws and representing the collective body of citizens. Several nations
possess either bicameral or unicameral legislatures, which mirror the
distribution of authority within their respective societies. The bicameral
parliament ensures that laws are passed with the consent of the majority of the
people and states, while the unicameral parliament serves as a check on any
potential abuses of power by the legislature. Parliamentary committees collect
evidence from expert groups or individuals in order to reach logical conclusions
(Dunn, 2015: 83). The judiciary is the branch of government responsible for
adjudicating the law, by interpreting constitutions and statutes. The executive
possesses supreme jurisdiction to formulate and execute policies, yet encounters
limitations such as coordination, intricacy, and voter endorsement. The
legislative branch wields less influence than the executive branch in the process
of formulating policies, although it does possess certain powers (Fischer and
Miller, 2017: 105). The judiciary plays a less prominent role in shaping social
policy, but it is of utmost importance in resolving conflicts and conducting
judicial review. Government officials are chosen through either elections or
appointments, and their decision-making and conduct are influenced by the type
of government system and the policies outlined in party manifestos (Thissen
and Walker, 2012: 59).

I11.F.2. Societal Actors

Civil society actors, such as non-governmental organizations and institutions,
constitute the third sector of society, representing the interests and desires of
citizens. The entities encompass voluntary associations, interest groups,
universities, research institutes, think tanks, NGOs, social movements, and
media. Civil society endeavors to exert influence on social policy, offer
alternative analysis, and enlighten policymakers (Thissen and Walker, 2012:
67). Non-governmental organizations (NGOs), research institutes, and mass
media have substantial influence in the process of policymaking, shaping public
discourse, and impacting the responsibilities of the state. Nevertheless, their
decision-making process can also be swayed by the ideology and interests of
their owners or financiers (Knoepfel et al., 2011: 44).

I11.F.3 International Actors

Global policy issues like climate change, health epidemics, and security are
addressed by international organizations like the United Nations, regional
organizations like the European Union, and international non-governmental
organizations (INGOs). Multinational corporations, which own or control a
quarter of the world’s productive assets, play a crucial role in democratizing
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societies and processing social policy (Van Horn et al., 2001: 32). Social policy
within a country involves government mechanisms to alter economic outcomes,
including redistribution, regulation, and the promulgation of social rights. It also
includes supranational mechanisms across borders, such as in the EU.
International organizations like the IMF, World Bank, WTO, and UN agencies
have become more involved in prescribing country policy, leading to a global
discourse on desirable national social policy. This has generated debates about
redistribution, regulation, and rights, raising questions about the need for
reformed global social governance mechanisms. Increased free trade has created
a global private market in social provision, affecting cross-class solidarities
within countries. Migration challenges territorial borders of solidarities,
presenting both opportunities and challenges for global solidarity and
citizenship.

111.G. SOCIAL JUSTICE AND PUBLIC POLICY

The notion of natural justice has served as a prominent argument in the
conservative advocacy for free-market capitalism. Conservative intellectuals,
such as Edmund Burke, perceive the market system as a manifestation of
natural law or divine intervention, contending that the unequal allocation of
wealth is morally justified. Herbert Spencer's theory of distributive justice is
based on natural factors, asserting that individuals should receive the rewards
and consequences that align with their inherent qualities. Detractors contend
that this perspective is severe and unyielding, as it implies that material
conditions are influenced by factors outside of human agency. Contemporary
societies have a higher ability to address issues such as poverty, unemployment,
and famine, which are regarded as inherent. Social justice is a contentious
notion, as some contend that it is associated with egalitarianism and serves as a
symbol for equality. Social-democratic and modern liberal thinkers view it more
positively, as they believe it entails the reconstruction of the social order based
on moral principles. Nevertheless, there is no inherent connection between
social justice and equality, and all theories have the potential to rationalize
inequality. David Miller delineated divergent tenets of social justice (Craig and
Burchardt, 2008: 26). John posited that justice entails the allocation of
fundamental rights and responsibilities by significant social institutions, and it
determines the distribution of benefits resulting from social collaboration. He
formulated three principles of justice: firstly, every individual is entitled to the
broadest range of fundamental freedoms that can coexist with the same
freedoms for everyone else; secondly, positions of public authority or private
benefit should be accessible to all based on fair and equal opportunities; and
thirdly, any disparity in the allocation of ‘primary goods’ is only acceptable if it
benefits the most disadvantaged group in society (Rawls, 2020: 187). The
efficacy of the difference principle is contingent upon the extent of justifications
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for inequality and their acceptability as per Rawls’ criteria. Social policy
theorists and practitioners frequently align themselves with the social justice
movement as a result of their recognition of social injustices. Nevertheless, the
specific criteria for achieving social justice are subject to debate, and conflicts
within the field of political philosophy impede the formulation of a definitive
theory (Craig and Burchardt, 2008: 20).

CONCLUSION

Social policy, often seen as inferior to other social sciences like economics,
sociology, and political science, combines economic, sociological, and political
insights to address social wellbeing and human needs. It is increasingly applied
to developing countries, focusing on utilities and informal ways to ensure
population wellbeing. Separating social policy from development studies can
damage understanding and equity. The process of social policy making entails
the clash of interests among various stakeholders, such as individuals, groups,
governments, and organizations. The policy community comprises government
departments, citizens, and informal collectives, arranged in concentric circles.
The process centers on conflicts that arise among the privileged class, between
the privileged and non-privileged groups, various groups, and the dynamics of
power within society. Political ideology, special interests, mass media, and
public opinion exert influence on every stage. Policy also encompasses
significant elements such as social diversity, social division, and social
inequality. Population dynamics can be influenced by urbanization, migration,
and social exclusion, while full participation in society can be impeded by
social division and exclusion.

The assumption that rulers make policy choices within institutionalized polities
is based on the assumption that formal political institutions, such as the
constitution, state structure, and electoral rules, influence policy outcomes.
However, many modern institutions, such as the bureaucracy, have been eroded
after independence, leading to the rise of informal relations such as kinship,
ethnic ties, nepotism, and corruption. Some scholars argue that formal state
institutions have been displaced by informal institutions, which are largely
fueled by human nature and pre-existing connections. This phenomenon is
referred to as neo-patrimonial, where elements of patrimonialism and legal
rational bureaucracy are combined. However, an alternative view of institutions,
which encompass both formal and informal elements, suggests that neo-
patrimonial systems can be harnessed for developmental ends, achieving a
"virtuous circle" of strong economic performance when clientelism is
organized, rents are used centrally to finance politics, anti-corruption is
entrenched, and key social services are provided.
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Social policy primarily centers on the pursuit of social justice. The ongoing
discussion revolves around whether social justice necessitates equal distribution
of outcomes or equal access to opportunities. The lack of clarity in the term can
impede its implementation in practical policies. The synergy between political
philosophy and social policy lies in the cultivation of a comprehensive
theoretical lexicon, which aids social policy theorists and practitioners in
discerning policy concerns and establishing precedence. Various model
facilitates mutual advantage, fostering enhanced collaboration and decision-
making across diverse social policy domains. The egalitarian theory aims to
identify and prioritize individuals who are in the most disadvantaged positions
when it comes to social policy. The discussion regarding equality, sufficiency,
or priority holds less significance in policy-making, as it primarily revolves
around the broader concept of overall well-being. Nevertheless, the
identification of the most disadvantaged individuals is essential in order to
attain social justice. In order to accomplish this, society must ascertain the
paramount social functions and examine how individuals fare in these domains.
If disadvantages are concentrated in specific groups, there is no requirement to
develop a distinct weighting function for each individual disadvantage. If there
is no concentration of disadvantages, society is not in an unfavorable position in
terms of inequality. Governments should prioritize addressing detrimental
drawbacks and promoting advantageous operations to mitigate the clustering of
disadvantages. Governments must exercise caution when addressing
distributional issues, as their attempts to do so can potentially exacerbate stigma
and foster division.

Genetic inheritance is determined by factors outside of our influence, whereas
wealth inheritance is contingent upon societal and economic structures. The
policies pertaining to property ownership, inheritance, bequest and gift
distribution, as well as the taxation of inheritances and gifts, play a pivotal role
in determining levels of inequality and promoting social justice. Differentiating
between inequality and inequity is crucial, as each instance of inequality is
rationalized by someone. Directing attention towards potential advantages and
abilities can result in the development of fairer social policies. It is important to
consider the future implications of social policy while maintaining a fair
distribution of resources and opportunities between the present and future
generations. This requires careful consideration of both immediate and long-
term concerns. By emphasizing the options between current and future social
justice, we can gain a clearer comprehension of the obstacles and possibilities in
attaining social justice. Finally, the categorization of social work tasks into
micro, mezzo, and macro levels undermines the effectiveness of addressing
social injustice. Academics tackled the expenses associated with social justice
efforts by integrating distinct tiers within an organizational framework and
promoting collaborations with a range of concerns.
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Further Research: This paper aimed to address a comprehensive analysis of
social policy from a political perspective involves examining the ways in which
political factors influence and shape social policies. This paper also examined
the correlation between public policy and social policy by demonstrating the
application of social justice and public policy insights. Although, a thorough
examination of the political analysis of social policy is conducted, justification
of political analysis as the best form of analysis for social policy has not
covered in this paper. Potential researcher can conduct further research on the
following research question:

“Why the political perspective is the best way to analyze social policy?”

Furthermore, additional research is required to explore effective approaches for
social workers and the promotion of self-determination within the framework of
social justice.
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Abstract: The aim of a happy and secure life in a community has led mankind
to think about sovereignty and questions based on sovereignty since the day it
has existed. In the pre-modern period, political structures based on sovereignty
existed, but sovereignty in its present sense emerged with the birth of the
modern state. The name that brought sovereignty to the field of political science
is Jean Bodin. Bodin led to the development and influence of the concept of
sovereignty both in theory and practice. He is regarded as the "father" of the
theory of sovereignty as he paved the way for many thinkers who came after
him. With today's developments, it is predicted that the concept of sovereignty
will occupy the political science literature today and tomorrow. In order to
understand and follow the development, erosion and transformation that will be
experienced on the theory of sovereignty, it is necessary to know and
understand Bodin's theory of sovereignty. Accordingly, this study aims to
analyse Bodin's understanding of sovereignty in depth.
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JEAN BODIN’IN EGEMENLIK TEORISi: ELEMENTLERI, SEBEPLERI
VE SONUCLARINA YONELIK BIR ANALIZ

Oz: Toplum icerisinde mutlu ve giivenli bir yasam gayesi giiden insanoglu,
siyasal diizenin temelinde yer alan temel kavramlardan biri olan egemenlik ve
egemenlige dayalr sorular sorgulamistir. Modern oncesi donemde egemenlige
dayalr siyasal yapilar var olmustur ancak ¢agdas anlamda egemenlik, modern
devletin dogusuyla ortaya ¢ikmistir. Egemenlik kavramumi sarih olarak siyaset
bilimi literatiiriine kazandiran isim Jean Bodin’dir. Bodin diisiinceleriyle
egemenlik kavramimin gerek teoride gerekse pratikte gelismesine ve etki
uyandirmasina yol agmistir. Kendinden sonra gelen bir¢ok diisiiniire de zemin
hazirlamasi sebebiyle egemenlik teorisinin “babasi” olarak kabul edilmektedir.
Giintimiizde yasanan gelismelerle egemenlik kavraminin bugiin ve yarin siyaset
bilimi literatiiriinii mesgul edecegi ongoriilmektedir. Egemenlik teorisi tizerinde
yasanacak olan gelisme, asimim ve doniisiimii anlayabilmek ve takip edebilmek
Bodin’in egemenlik teorisini bilmeyi ve anlamayr gerekli kilmaktadir. Bu
dogrultuda, ¢alismada  Bodin’in  ongordiigii  egemenlik  anlayisimin
derinlemesine analiz edilmesi amaclanmistir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Egemen, Egemenlik, Egemenlik Teorisi, Jean Bodin

INTRODUCTION

Humanity has always felt the need to live in a community and has endeavoured
to ensure the happiness and security of this community. This endeavour has led
many thinkers to think about the question of how sovereignty should be in an
ideal state and to write and draw on it. However, it was Jean Bodin who
introduced the concept of sovereignty to modern political theory. Bodin, who
differed from all the thinkers who came before him by claiming that sovereignty
is inherent to the state, based the existence of sovereignty on the principles of
"absolute, permanent and indivisible". The secular perspective he brought to
sovereignty has been a source of inspiration for many thinkers who came after
him.

This study aims to analyse Jean Bodin's theory of sovereignty in the context of
definition, elements, criticisms and events. At the end of the analysis, it will be
tried to determine whether this first conceptualisation of sovereignty is still
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valid today. For this reason, after analysing the conceptual framework and
historical development of sovereignty in the first stage of the study, Bodin's
understanding of state and sovereignty will be analysed conceptually and
critically to reach the conclusion. In the conclusion, it is expected to reach
whether the theory is still valid or not.

There are studies on the development of sovereignty theory in the literature.
Considering that today's sovereignty conflicts have reached beyond the world, it
is important to analyse the concept in depth in all its dimensions. Considering
that theories of sovereignty are still shaped and criticised on the basis of Bodin's
conceptualisation, it can be said that this study is important in terms of being
prepared for new perspectives that will emerge in the context of sovereignty.

In addition to the literature study, textual analysis, critical and historical
analysis methods were used in the study and primary and secondary sources
were used.

I. THE CONCEPT OF SOVEREIGNT: DEFINITIONS AND
HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT

The concept of "sovereignty", which means "absolute and unlimited power",
derives from the French word "souverainete”. In Latin, the concept is also
translated by the word "superanus™ (the highest) (Hakyemez, 2004: 52; Kogak,
2006: 66).

The Merriam-Webster Law Dictionary defines sovereignty as "supreme power,
especially over a political structure; independence from external control;
autonomy" (Dictionary M. W.); The Cambridge Dictionary defines the same
term as "the power of a country to control its own government" (Dictionary C. ).

Sovereignty basically means "absolute and unlimited power"”, but the
differences in the definition of the concept are striking. The differences are
undoubtedly due to the fact that the concept of sovereignty has internal and
external dimensions. It is unclear what constitutes absolute power; sovereignty
may be based on "superior legal authority" or it may refer to "indisputable
political power". This debate on the concept stems from the distinction between
‘legal sovereignty' and 'political sovereignty' made by the nineteenth-century
constitutional theorist A.V. Dicey ([1885] 1939). Internal sovereignty refers to
"the distribution of power within the state and raises questions about the need
for supreme power and its position within the political system". External
sovereignty discusses "the role of the state within the international order and
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whether it can act as an independent and autonomous actor" (Heywood, 2004:
90).

However, the concept of sovereignty can be expressed in various ways since it
is a concept discussed in fields such as political philosophy, classical political
science, public law and private law. For example, according to Robert Derathé
(1905-1992), in the legal language of the eighteenth century, the concepts of
public power, empire, sovereign authority and sovereignty were synonyms
(Beaud, 2003, s. 271). Sovereignty as a systematised concept means "supreme
power" derived from the word "superanus" (Kapani, 2002, s. 56).

The concept of sovereignty is an artefact of a process spanning hundreds of
years of political developments. Sovereignty was not considered as a concept
before the modern period. Plato (427 BC- 347 BC) considered sovereignty as
"ensuring justice" under the authority of the philosopher king; Aristotle (384
BC- 322 BC) considered it as "division of labour" with the idea of "superior
power of the state"(Hakyemez, 2004: 20). In ancient Greece, there is no concept
of sovereignty, and in Rome, the word "imperium", which means sovereignty,
does not correspond to the concept of sovereignty since it means "the power of
the king of divine origin" (Aybudak, 2017: 233).

Sovereignty was not a recognised concept until the establishment of modern
states in the 16th century. The historical origins of sovereignty can be traced
back to the struggles between the Kingdom of France and the aristocratic lords,
the papacy (the Church) and its political structure, the Roman Germanic
Empire, from the end of the Middle Ages until the early modern period.
Sovereignty is the political supremacy gained by the King of France over those
on the other side of the struggle, and the independence gained over other actors,
both internally and externally (Kapani, 2002: 56).

However, even before the establishment of modern states, there have existed
powers with superior commanding power. "autocritas", which is the principle
of power, and "potestas", which symbolises the use of power, are the two basic
elements that constitute sovereignty. Before the modern period, the
understanding that power comes from a divine source is the most important
feature of the political structure of the period. For this reason, political struggles
in the classical period are related to who will exercise sovereignty
(potestas)(Kaya, 2022: 220). Therefore, in the Middle Ages, the political
struggle was about who belonged to sovereignty between the church and the
secular power. The theory of sovereignty developed within the framework of
these debates.
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However, over time, debates have emerged about the source of sovereignty, i.e.
autocritas. Jesus Christ (4 BC - 30/33 AD) was not interested in worldly power
and favoured a politically passive attitude on the part of Christianity (Cetin &
Gortsiik, 2016: 226). St Paul, who was to live a hundred years after Jesus,
contradicts Jesus' position with the statement "All power comes from God"
(Omnis potestas a Deo) (Uygun, 2019: 152). Accordingly, Paul argued that the
source of all political power is divine, and therefore it is obligatory to obey it,
regardless of one's beliefs (Cetin & Goriisiik, 2016: 226-228). The main purpose
of Paul's defence of this understanding, which led to a struggle between earthly
power and divine power that would last until the modern period and changed
Christian political thought, was to prevent Christians from being perceived as a
threat by the Roman empire (Agaogullari, 2015: 215-216).

Thus, Christianity has gained the characteristic of being an element influencing
the political sphere (Mairet, 2013: 215-230). This concept, called theocratic
sovereignty, formed the basis of political structures not only in early
Christianity but also in Islam, the ancient Turks, ancient Egypt and China
(Kaya, 2022: 221).

The choice of Christianity as the official religion of the Roman Empire in 378
AD initiated a struggle between the church and the empire over who would
exercise sovereignty (Tenanbaum et al., 2005: 108). By the 4th century, the
Western Roman Empire had collapsed and the Eastern Roman Emperor claimed
that both the worldly and the church were subject to him. These developments
led Pope Gelasius | to put forward the "Theory of the Two Swords". One of the
swords symbolises religious and the other secular power, and the source of all
power comes from a divine source. For this reason, the Church, the owner of
both swords, gave one to the kings to rule the earthly power. Since the Church
is God's representative on earth, the source of the king's power is the Church
(Tenanbaum et al., 2005: 122). In line with this understanding, the church
gained great power in the Middle Ages.

John of Salisbury (1120-1180) argued that the king would become a tyrant as a
result of his ungodly judgements and that it would be legitimate to kill him; in
the case of the tyranny of the church, he institutionalised the power of the
church by claiming that the church should not be reacted to (Agaogullari., 2015:
250). St Augustine (354-430), on the other hand, argued that the state was a
necessity, but that people needed the Church to purify them from evil, and
placed the Church above worldly power (Agaogullari, 2015: 220). According to
Augustine, sovereignty is "a power of government that aims to reflect the divine
will" (Augustine, 2003).
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As can be seen, in the absence of political power in the modern sense, in other
words, the state, God and the Papacy were recognised as the supreme authority
over princes and kings. In this case, we can say that authority was divided
between spiritual and temporal sources of authority, and the concept of
sovereignty was commonly used as "summa potestas”, meaning "the highest
power of the state”, or "plenitudo potestatis”, meaning the supreme authority of
the state (Hakyemez, 2004: 20).

By the 13th century, the kings, who had become stronger militarily and
politically, were able to gain power over the church and even tax the clergy. The
struggle between temporal and spiritual power turned in favour of the emperors,
which led to the institutionalisation of new understandings that limited the
church. For example, Dante Alighieri (1265-1321) and Marsilius of Padua
(1275-1343) were prominent figures in this regard. In his work "On the State of
the World", in which he rejects the Two Swords Theory, Dante refutes the
church's claim to power, arguing that "the church falls under the jurisdiction of
the Roman Empire" and that "worldly power derives its legitimacy directly from
God". Similar to Dante, Marsilius rejects the Two Swords Theory (Tenanbaum
vd., 2005: 139-142). According to Marsilius, "the church has no authority to
appoint the monarch”, on the contrary, "the monarch derives his legitimacy
from the people”. Shaping the social order around justice, Marsilius associated
the source of justice with the law by removing the religious dimension and
argued that the basis of the law was the people (Celik & Kara, 2018: 337).
Thus, the foundations of the issues discussed in the modern period, such as the
relationship between power and people, and the limits of spiritual and secular
power, were laid in this period.

As can be seen, pre-modern theories of sovereignty have generally developed in
line with the "theocratic understanding of sovereignty". The theocratic theories
of sovereignty can be analysed under the headings of "Doctrine of Supernatural
Divine Law" and "Doctrine of Providential Divine Law". The Doctrine of
Supernatural Law argues that "God has chosen representatives to exercise His
sovereignty in the world and that these representatives are responsible only to
God". For this reason, the person who will exercise power is chosen by God
(Gozler, 2013: 116). The underlying aim of this doctrine was to legitimise the
king and his dynasty and to reduce the influence of the pope on the kingdom.

The doctrine of Providential Divine Law, on the other hand, argues that
"sovereignty comes from God, but those who are authorised to exercise this
sovereignty are not chosen by God". The rulers are chosen by society through
God's will (Gozler, 2013; Kabaoglu, 2011: 82). This understanding, which
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focuses on the source of sovereignty, namely autocritas, legitimises the removal
of rulers who do not respond to the wishes and needs of the people. This
understanding was realised by Thomas of Aquino, who lived in the 13th century,
in his statement "All power comes from God through the people” (Omnis
potestas a Deo per populum). The society that chooses power in the name of
God also has the right to choose the form of government (Celik & Kara, 2018:
221).

The dual power of the Middle Ages, consisting of the pope and the empire,
came to an end with the emergence of kings as a single, absolute and indivisible
power. The weakening of feudalism in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries
weakened supranational institutions such as the Catholic Church and the Holy
Roman Empire, leading to the emergence of centralised monarchies. The
Tudors in England, the Bourbons in France and the Habsburgs in Spain are
important examples of centralising monarchies (Heywood, 2004: 90). At this
stage, "rational and natural resources" began to replace the religious,
mythological and traditional laws of legitimacy of the past. The concept of
sovereignty, which existed in the Middle Ages as "the privilege of different
powers to impose their superiority on others”, gained the meaning of "the
supreme among powers" when this privilege passed to monarchies as a result of
long conflicts (Heywood, 2004: 90).

These changes shaped Machiavelli's ideas on the concept of sovereignty. He
clearly revealed his views on sovereignty in his work Il Principe? and
determined the general boundaries of the theory of sovereignty, but did not
name it as sovereignty. According to Machiavelli, who abstracted the field of
politics from religion and metaphysics, the source of power is not religion.
Power is the owner of legitimacy, which he defines as a result of the
establishment and implementation of politics since its foundation. Political
power must belong to a single sovereign authority, in other words, the
sovereign, in unity and integrity. Machiavelli's theory of sovereignty is
integrated with the king rather than the state (Mairet, 2013: 232). In his views
on sovereignty, "power, power and management strategies" have an important
place. Because Machiavelli rejected the power of the church and the papacy that
fragmented sovereignty and defended the existence of a "whole, absolute and
unlimited" power. Sovereignty is a tool for the political power to establish the
society unilaterally and to impose the will of the sovereign on the society. For
this reason, everything that ensures the unity and integrity of the political power

s original name is "De Principatibus" and was written in 1513. However, it was not published until 1532,
five years after Machiavelli's death.
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must be accepted as legitimate. Whether through fear and violence or
persuasion, the important thing is to ensure the obedience of the society.
Machiavelli considers it legitimate for the ruler to ignore moral values and
freedoms in order to retain such power. According to Machiavelli, all power
belongs to the sovereign without any distinction of powers that would fragment
sovereignty, and the origin of this sovereignty is the concept of "common good".
The sovereign is the sole guide of the people and the guarantor of the unity and
integrity of power (Machiavelli, 2021).

Hobbes, on the other hand, in Leviathan (1651)° defines the concept of
sovereignty as "the power of the sovereign to use the sum of individual powers
according to his own will" (Tiirkone, 2003: 61). His conception of sovereignty
is a fundamental reference for understanding the nature of the state and social
order and is directly linked to his theory of the social contract. According to
Hobbes, sovereignty is the result of the "social contract”. In order to put an end
to the natural state of affairs and to ensure stability and order in society, people
come together to form the state and give up their individual freedoms and
authorise a sovereign authority. This person is sovereign, and everyone else is
his subject. According to Hobbes, the most fundamental characteristics of
sovereignty are that it is "absolute”, "one", "continuous" and "indivisible". The
sovereign authority must possess all the power, authority and powers necessary
to ensure social order and these powers cannot be divided in any way. This
power of the sovereign is used to regulate society and to defend it against any
internal or external threat. The legitimacy of political power is based on
"ensuring the security of the people". The sovereign is bound to this task by
natural law and is accountable only to the creator of natural law, God.

Machiavelli and Hobbes brought a classical perspective to the understanding of
sovereignty. The most fundamental characteristic of the classical understanding
of sovereignty is to "perceive society as a whole and to define this unity as an
abstract will". Sovereignty is a reflection of this abstract will and the
responsibility of representing the will is reduced to a single person. The
legitimacy of the political will is left to the arbitrary will of the sovereign. The
biggest difference of classical sovereignty from contemporary theories of
sovereignty is that it lacks the principle of "limiting political power". (Tiirkone,
2003: 62). While the concept was described with words such as "unlimited" and
"absolute", etc., today it has a "limited" capacity. Since the 1789 French

3 London: printed [by Thomas Warren and Richard Cotes] for Andrew Crooke, at the Green Dragon in St.
Pauls Church-yard, 1651. First Edition, First Issue.
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Revolution, sovereignty has also been used as "popular sovereignty" or
"national sovereignty" (Kaya, 2022: 216).

Jean Bodin is the name who presented sovereignty from a classical perspective
like Machiavelli and Hobbes and introduced the concept to the political science
literature. Bodin shares his ideas on sovereignty in his work "On Sovereignty:

Six Books of Commonwealth™* .

II. JEAN BODIN’S GENERAL UNDERSTANDING OF
POLITICS AND STATE

The strengthening of the monarchies and establishing supremacy over the
church; weakening the double-headed structure that prevents the political power
from being single, indivisible and absolute is considered as the beginning of the
modern understanding of sovereignty (Tiirkéne, 2003: 40). Sovereignty has
acquired its current meaning under the influence of various processes over the
centuries. Many modern political theorists such as Machiavelli, Bodin, Hobbes,
Rousseau and Locke have made important contributions to the
conceptualisation of sovereignty (Beris H. , 2006: 17-18). Machiavelli was the
first to use the concepts of sovereignty and the state (stato) as "the highest of
powers" at the factual level. However, Machiavelli emphasised the seizure and
maintenance of power and did not question the source of the state and
sovereignty (Arslanel & Eryiicel, 2011: 5). Bodin, on the other hand, started his
studies by investigating the origins of the state and conceptualised the
sovereignty element introduced by Machiavelli and used the theory of
sovereignty for the first time in the political field and was considered the
"father" of the theory of sovereignty (Kapani, 2002).

Bodin discusses ideas on the state and sovereignty extensively in Les Six Livres
de la République. Bodin's main reason for writing this work was to criticise
Machiavelli's immoral approach, which placed irreligion and injustice at the
foundation of states. According to Bodin, his contemporaries were far from the
moral principles and the concept of justice that politics should have, and
Machiavelli "encouraged the Princes to commit all kinds of injustice in order to
preserve their power", fuelling social crises and placing irreligion and injustice
at the foundation of the state (Saygili, 2014: 187). The way to solve this
problem is to adapt the existing order to politics. In other words, the moral
dimension of politics should be increased by establishing "an order in which
citizens obey the ruler in accordance with a hierarchical structure, rulers are

* The work was written by Jean Bodin in 1576 under the title Les Six Livres de la République.
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loyal to the prince, and the prince rules in accordance with the laws of God"
(Samli, 2020: 455).

Bodin defines the state as "the government of many families and their common
things by the sovereign power in accordance with the law (justly)".
Accordingly, the basic elements of government are "family, common things
(publicness) and justice". The state is an organisation where the people come
together and social order is maintained under a sovereign authority. (Bodin,
1992: 89). Bodin identified paternal authority in the family with sovereign
authority in the state (Agaogullar1 & Koker, 2004: 20-21). The family, which
has the right to private property and unites under the authority of the father, is
the first unit that constitutes the state. The king's sovereignty and authority are
as absolute as the father's right to rule (Agaogullar1 & Koker, 2004: 20-21).
Accordingly, it can be stated that power relations in the state derive from power
relations in the family. Just as the pater familias has the right to make decisions
over the lives of family members "derived from divine and natural laws", the
king has the same right over his citizens (Saygili, 2014).

The fact that the state is the rule of families means that when each pater familias
steps out of the house he rules, "he is deprived of the titles of master, president,
senator, and takes the name of citizen and enters the jurisdiction of the
sovereign". Thus, all citizens are in an equal position vis-a-vis the sovereign,
but citizens are not socially equal among themselves. For example, within
society there are clergy, nobles, commoners and even unfree slaves. However, a
nobleman and a commoner must obey the sovereign absolutely. In the face of
obedient citizens, the sovereign must fulfil the citizens' needs for justice, help
and protection. More precisely, what makes a person a citizen is, on the one
hand, the free subject's recognition of and obedience to the sovereign prince,
and on the other hand, the prince's protection, justice and defence for the
subject." (Samli, 2020: 456).

The third element of the definition of the state is "common things", in other
words, publicness, which corresponds to the term res publique. Bodin claims
that in the absence of some common or public things, the state cannot exist.
However, the principle of commonness advocated by Bodin is quite contrary to
the understanding of commonness proposed by Plato. By stating that the
existence of private things is necessary for the existence of public things, Bodin
excludes the state and private or personal things that are peculiar to families,
especially property, from the sphere of interest of the sovereign power
(Agaogullar1, 2015). This understanding put forward by Bodin is considered as
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the first fire lit for the "separation of state and civil society", which is the basic
element of the state theory of the bourgeoisie (Samli, 2020: 457).

Unlike Machiavelli, Bodin's understanding of politics is not based on actions
and facts (de facto) but on the sphere of law (de jure), which emphasises
legitimacy. This distinction reflects the distinction between authority and
power. De jure sovereignty reflects the understanding of legal sovereignty. This
understanding is based on the belief that the ultimate and final authority lies in
the laws of the state. Therefore, de jure sovereignty is the supreme power
defined in terms of legal authority. In other words, it is based on the right to
demand obedience from someone, as defined by law. In contrast, de facto
sovereignty is in no way based on a claim of legal authority, but is concerned
only with the de facto distribution of power. Political sovereignty implies the
existence of a superior political power capable of commanding obedience
because it holds coercive power (Heywood, 2004: 92).

Bodin opposed the divinity of the state by linking the origin of the state to
power and violence. However, it should not be thought that the origin in
question here includes tyranny and banditry. Because the purpose of the state is
essentially to make people happy by ensuring social order and justice. (Saygili,
2014: 189). Bodin's defence that "the sovereign must dispense justice without
the consent of his subjects if necessary" shows the importance he attached to the
principle of justice (Hardt & Negri, 2023). The state is therefore authoritarian
but not totalitarian.

I11. JEAN BODIN’S THEORY OF SOVEREIGNTY

In line with the information above, it can be said that Bodin's understanding of
the state shaped the understanding of sovereignty in modern political thought by
adding many dimensions to the concept of sovereignty. Bodin, who
distinguished the state from other forms of society and argued that sovereignty,
which is the basic element of the state, is inherent in political society, achieved
what no political scientist before him could do. For Bodin, who shaped modern
political thought by conceptualising sovereignty, it is not possible to talk about
the existence of the state where there is no sovereignty (Samli, 2020).

Bodin defines sovereignty in a state in the broadest sense as "the highest,
absolute and most permanent power over citizens and subjects". According to
this definition, sovereignty is shaped around three elements: "absolute,
permanent and indivisible" (Bodin, 1992).
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Absoluteness: The absoluteness of sovereignty from Bodin's perspective means
that it cannot be limited. Sovereign power cannot be limited by custom, law or
any other institution. (Uygun, 2019: 189). In other words, "the will of the
sovereign is superior to justice™ and "the sovereign makes laws independently”,
but even the laws he makes do not limit sovereignty (Sabine, 1969: 82). This
expression can also be interpreted as "it is unthinkable that the sovereign should
be deprived of sovereign power"”. (Cetin H. , 2002). A law is only what the
sovereign commands, independent of the law; laws reflect the sovereign's
command (Sabine, 1969: 82). Laws are capable of changing tradition, but
tradition cannot change laws. (Kog, 2019: 338). Deciding on war and peace,
imposing taxes, printing money, appointing administrators, issuing amnesties,
acting as the highest judicial body are all under the sovereign's authority.
(Sabine, 1969: 82). Sovereignty is absolute not only because it is above all
others as an absolute and supreme power, but also because it is unconditional
and free from responsibility (Raynaud, 2003: 44).

The principle of absoluteness stipulates that sovereignty should not be limited
by any power. Although the sovereign is not obliged to consult anyone in its
decisions, the source of other power centres is the sovereign. While Bodin
defines law as the command of the sovereign, law means justice and equity.
This understanding separates law and law and places law above law (Saygil,
2014: 190).

However, from Bodin's perspective, the principle of absolutism does not mean
that the sovereign is unlimited. These limits that prevent the king from turning
into a tyrant are called "Leges imperii". The first of these are "divine and
natural" laws; the sovereign is obliged to obey these laws no matter what (Kaya,
2022: 225). In this case, Bodin's political power is earthly; its source is not
divine, but he must answer to God for his mistakes (there is no legal sanction).
This limitation constitutes its source of legitimacy. Bodin, unlike Machiavelli,
removed the state from the divine sphere and based his theory to a certain extent
on a secular understanding. Accordingly, Bodin prevented the emergence of a
tyrannical monarchy and seriously weakened the doctrine of divine rights of
kings (Tungay, 2009: 178). Bodin's portrait of sovereignty designed the
structure of the French monarchy by ending the claims of supremacy of power
centres such as religious powers and the Roman Germanic Empire. (Goze,
2009: 134).

The second limitation is the "right to property". The sovereign cannot usurp the
private property rights of families, and the consent of taxpayers must be
obtained for taxation, which is seen as an interference with the right to private
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property. However, the promises made by the sovereign have a limiting effect
on the sovereign. The sovereign must honour and abide by its agreements with
its subjects and other countries (Kaya, 2022: 225).

The principle of absolutism, which is one of the building blocks of Bodin's
theory of sovereignty, faces various criticisms because it does not coincide with
the principle of "rule of law" in modern states. The sovereignty of modern
states is based on the rule of law: families, clubs, trade unions, etc. may make
rules that confer authority, but these rules are limited by law (Heywood, 2004:
92). However, with the process of constitutionalism, states go beyond being a
rule of law and limit their sovereignty through international law. Especially
after World War 11, the "absolute” character of sovereignty started to disappear.
The need to protect human rights and global security led to the emergence of a
mechanism such as the United Nations, which limits the sovereignty of states.
States have voluntarily limited their sovereignty by signing supranational
(regional or universal) treaties (Beris, 2006).

The removal of Serbian forces from Kosovo in 1999 and the overthrow of the
Taliban regime in Afghanistan in 2001 demonstrate that humanitarian
intervention and a commitment to human rights go far beyond the
"absoluteness" of sovereignty (Heywood, 2004: 96).

He is among those who criticise the absolute role of sovereignty in this respect.

According to him, the existence of an absolute and unlimited power is
completely contrary to today's understanding of the rule of law. The concept of
"limited power", which is a result of the rule of law, is an indication that the
concept of absolute sovereignty cannot be valid today (Kapani, 2002: 63-66).

In her work "On Revolution", Hannah Arendt, in addition to a holistic criticism
of the concept of sovereignty, examines the "absoluteness" dimension of
sovereignty. Sovereignty has been defined as "absolute” from the first moment
it was conceptualised. This means that the sovereign cannot be limited by any
norm other than its own will. Therefore, the notion of sovereignty creates a
"spiral of absoluteness"; an absolute power is born from an absolute beginning.
Thus, politics rises above this absolute power. In the context of public freedom,
action cannot survive in the shadow of such an absolute power that has the
quality of "commanding" and "commanding". For its existence contradicts "the
argumentative and persuasive nature of the political relationship between
plural equals". The representation of sovereign power within a person or
authority does not eliminate this problem and continues to threaten the
possibility of politics. This is because, on the one hand, absolutism eliminates
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the "openness™ and “contingency" required by politics due to its "imperious
nature”; on the other hand, the existence of an absolute power is opposed to
politics due to its potential for "instability” as a will that can override the laws
and institutions that observe the rules of political life at any time. Therefore, the
"absoluteness” of sovereignty defended by Bodin is recognised by Arendt as "a
threat to the existence of politics” (Tiirk, 2018: 195-196).

However, it is a matter of debate whether the concept of "sovereign state" is
still valid in the globalised world. Especially after 1945, in the period called the
Cold War, the world was ruled by the USA and the Soviet Union, which were
characterised as "superpowers”. The existence of two superpowers led both to
reject each other's sovereignty. After the collapse of the Soviet Union, it is not a
correct approach to talk about the existence of a world dominated by the United
States. The difficulties faced by the US in many areas, such as combating
terrorist attacks and controlling nuclear-armed states, draw attention to the
limitations of the US on a global scale (Heywood, 2004: 97).

Continuity: According to Bodin, one of the fundamental characteristics of
sovereignty is that it is a "permanent power". Bodin criticises his predecessors
for not being able to distinguish between sovereignty and ruler. Sovereign and
ruler are different things. For Bodin, the ruler, who is a temporarily appointed
official, is temporary (potestas). (Celik & Kara, 2018). Sovereignty is an
institution rather than a personality and power that is limited in duration cannot
be called sovereignty (Kaya, 2022: 225). For example, the "temporary power of
command" vested in regents, commissars and other state officials is not
sovereign power because the sovereign "recognises no limitations in time".
Regardless of the regime of the republic, sovereignty remains the same beyond
any temporal limitations (Raynaud, 2003: 144). Sovereignty is a permanent
authority (auctoritas). This means that the sovereign transfers sovereignty after
exercising it for life. Although kings are temporary in body, the public
personality represented by kings is permanent (Beris, 2006: 362-363). For
example, in France, the concept of "the king is dead, long live the new king" is a
good example to express the continuity of sovereignty (Saygili, 2014: 190).

Thanks to this distinction made by Bodin between sovereign and sovereignty,
state power becomes independent of the person or persons who exercise it and
the state becomes a conceivable phenomenon (Samli, 2020: 457). The element
of "continuity" is considered to be Bodin's most important contribution to the
modern theory of the state as it shows that the state is not limited in time and is
continuous (Saygili, 2014: 190). With the principle of continuity of sovereignty,
the centuries-old understanding of state power has come to an end.
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However, when the events of the recent past are analysed, it is doubtful that the
principle of "continuity" of sovereignty remains valid. Although forms of
political sovereignty based on manipulation and coercion were once established,
such as Nazi Germany, Stalinist Russia or Pol Pot's Cambodia, none of them
have survived to the present day (Heywood, 2004).

Indivisibility Another building block of Bodin's theory of sovereignty is that it
is "indivisible". He sought the cause of the turmoil and anarchy in the society in
the understanding and practices of divided sovereignty. A fragmented
sovereignty would lead the society to civil wars and conflicts. (Raynaud, 2003:
144). For this reason, sovereign rights cannot be transferred. The only thing that
limits the sovereign is sovereignty. (Agaogullar1 & Koker, 2004: 31-33). One
cannot speak of sovereignty where there is partition, and one cannot speak of a
state where there is no sovereignty.

Although sovereignty, which is characterised as indivisible and inalienable, is
inherent in the state, it must acquire a concrete form in a person (or persons) at
the level of potestas (Samli, 2020: 457). The absolute and permanent nature of
sovereignty requires the sovereign to be "one" as well as the sovereign to be
"one". (Saygili, 2014: 191). It is not contrary to the principle of indivisibility
whether sovereignty resides in one person (such as a king) or in a minority
(such as a parliament) or in the people as a whole (such as a king or a
parliament) (Samli, 2020: 457).

Bodin recognises the existence of three types of state depending on who or over
whom sovereignty is embodied (Bodin, Book Il, Chapter I, 1992: 89-90). If
sovereignty

o Ifitis in the hands of a single person; the form of state is monarchy,
o If it belongs to the people as a whole, it is a people's state or
democracy,
o Ifitis in the hands of a minority; it is aristocracy.
However, Bodin's preference among these three forms of state is monarchy, and
he explains his preference in this direction as follows:

"First of all, monarchy is the government that best suits the natural
order. In the family, which is the model of the state, there is one
chief... One sun in the sky... One god in the universe... One person
sovereignty in ancient civilisations... For example, in Assyrians,
Persians, Egyptians, Macedonians... Then, in the theoretical plan, the
sovereignty of only one person is compatible with its indivisibility and
absolute nature” (Bodin, Book I, Chapter 8, 1992: 42).
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From Bodin's perspective, sovereignty is best embodied in the person of the
king or prince (Hardt & Negri, 2023). Bodin expresses the main reason for this
preference with the following words quoted from Cicero: "the tyranny of a
prince is harmful, the tyranny of a few is more harmful, but there is nothing
more dangerous than the tyranny of a whole people" (Tungay, 2009; as cited in
Kog, 2019: 338).

However, a point to be emphasised in this regard is that "the Prince is
sovereign, not sovereign”. Although the king and sovereignty are confused with
each other, it should not be forgotten that the king has two personalities, one
private and the other public. From this perspective, the sovereign and the
unlimitedness of sovereignty are differentiated from each other. Unlimitedness
applies to sovereignty, i.e. autocritas. The sovereign, i.e. potestas, is limited by
the sovereign's own conscience, even if not in practice, but there is no legal
sanction for these limits. The king cannot be held responsible, judged and
punished for any of his behaviours by any power on earth, neither de facto nor
de jure. Accordingly, in the event of a king's transformation into a tyrant, there
can be no question of the people's right to resist (Samli, 2020: 548)

The understanding of "absolutist sovereignty” advocated by Bodin was
criticised by Jean-Jacques Rousseau, an eighteenth century thinker. Rousseau
favoured popular sovereignty rather than monarchical rule, that is, the belief
that the ultimate authority lies with the people themselves (general will). His
doctrine of popular sovereignty is often seen as the basis of modern democratic
theory (Heywood, 2004: 93).

The principle of "indivisibility", which Bodin defines as one of the fundamental
elements of sovereignty, has been criticised in the literature and continues to
weaken in reality. The belief that political administration should be embodied in
a final authority is considered as the traditional doctrine of sovereignty. The
main focus of debate in this understanding is on who or what is the ultimate
authority. Bodin's acceptance of "continuity" as a fundamental element for
sovereignty can be considered within the framework of this understanding.
However, this aspect of sovereignty is subjected to various criticisms in an era
of pluralistic and democratic governance, and the main focus of the criticisms is
that sovereignty cannot be used in this aspect "in modern systems of government
that operate according to a network of checks and balances". Liberal
democrats, for example, are diametrically opposed to Bodin's indivisible
sovereignty because of their belief that power should be distributed among
various institutions that cannot meaningfully claim sovereignty (Heywood,
2004: 93).
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However (Kapani, 2002) He argues that today's federal states contradict the
indivisibility of sovereignty. For example, in federal states such as the USA,
Canada, Australia and India, the government is divided into two tiers, each with
autonomous powers (Heywood, 2004: 94).

In reality, the principle of indivisibility has been deformed to a great extent by
the factor of "globalisation". The globalisation process has reshaped the form of
the nation-state system. Under the influence of globalisation, the individual,
society and international corporations have taken over the state's role as an actor
in politics and international relations, thereby ending the determination of states
over sovereignty. Many international and supranational organisations such as
the EU and NATO have come to share the sovereignty of states under the
influence of globalisation. Supranational treaties such as the European
Convention on Human Rights and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
lead states to share their sovereignty (Ozkaya, 2021: 58).

The proponents of the "Complex Sovereignty" approach argue that sovereignty
has moved away from the principle of "indivisibility" in parallel with these
changes. According to this view, national jurisdiction is shrinking and the
exercise of sovereignty by central, regional and supranational organisations
over the same society leads sovereignty to take a multi-centred, multi-level and
multi-structured form (Sunay, 2012: 31)

CONCLUSION

Until the pre-modern state, sovereignty, which was based on the struggle for
supremacy between different foci of power, emerged as a result of centralised
monarchies after the struggle between the pope and the kingdom was won in
favour of the kingdom. Jean Bodin's desire to find the origin of the state led him
to conceptualise sovereignty and bring it into the political science literature. He
added a partially secular perspective to sovereignty by building sovereignty on
legal and philosophical foundations, overthrowing the medieval understanding
of legitimacy that based power on theocratic principles. The most important
point that distinguishes Bodin from his predecessors is his evaluation of
sovereignty as a concept inherent to the state. A state without sovereignty
cannot be called a state. Bodin bases the existence of sovereignty on whether it
is absolute, continuous and indivisible.

However, these elements that Bodin attributed to sovereignty face various
failures in the rapidly changing world order and are the target of criticism. In
the age of democratic representation and pluralism, today's states based on
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constitutionalism and the rule of law accept the concept of "limited
sovereignty"”. The absoluteness of sovereignty put forward by Bodin cannot
respond to the dependence of today's states on checks and balances.
Nevertheless, the concerns that World War 1l imposed on individuals and
communities globally led to the popularity of universal security policies and
human rights discourses, which in turn led to supranational institutions and
treaties limiting the sovereignty of nations. However, the principle of
"indivisibility", which is one of the basic building blocks of Bodin's theory of
sovereignty, loses its validity in the face of globalisation, developments in
technology and economy, and political structures based on federal systems that
produce new actors sharing sovereignty. Bodin's principle of "continuity", on
the other hand, has been deeply wounded by the failure of political systems
such as Nazi Germany, Stalinist Russia and Pol Pot's Cambodia to survive to
the present day. Bodin's theory of sovereignty seems to have lost its validity in
the face of today's rapidly changing conditions.

However, in today's world, where the sphere of sovereignty is not limited to the
world, and sovereignty conflicts have spread to space and cyberspace (Samli,
2020). The nature of sovereignty is also constantly changing. Considering that
Bodin's conceptualisation of sovereignty is the source of the distinctions
between law and law, sovereignty and ruler, state and civil society, it is
important to analyse his conception of sovereignty carefully in order to be
prepared for new dimensions of sovereignty.
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Oz: Liberalizm, Osmanli-Tiirk modernlesmesinin énemli fikir akimlarindan biri
olmustur. Liberalizmin temel unsurlar1 olan 6zel miilkiyetin korunmasi,
ekonomide girisim Ozgiirliigii, temsili demokrasi, hukuk devleti, kuvvetler
ayriligi ve temel hak ve hiirriyetlerin korunmasi birgok Osmanli-Tiirk aydini
tarafindan dile getirilmistir. Cok partili sisteme gegisin ilk yillarindan itibaren
merkez sag partiler liberal fikirlere parti programlarinda yer vermislerdir. Bu
calismada liberal muhafazakar siyasi ¢izgideki merkez sag partiler, Demokrat
Parti ve Adalet Partisi, liberalizmin temel ilkeleri ¢ercevesinde incelenecektir.
Bu iki partinin yasal ve toplumsal muhalefete kars1 tutumlari, basin 6zgirligi
ve din ve vicdan oOzgirligh ile ilgili gorisleri ve ekonomi politikalar:
degerlendirilecektir. Merkez sag siyaset geleneginin kurucusu olan bu partilerin
belirlenen liberal ilkeler temelinde incelenmesi Tiirkiye’de c¢ok partili
demokratik sistemin gerilimlerini ve agmazlarim gostermesi bakimindan énem
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DP-AP TRADITION AND LIBERALISM

Abstract: Liberalism was one of the most important intellectual movements of
Ottoman-Turkish modernisation. The protection of private property, freedom of
enterprise in the economy, representative democracy, rule of law, separation of
powers and protection of fundamental rights and freedoms, which are the basic
elements of liberalism, were expressed by many Ottoman-Turkish intellectuals.
Since the first years of the transition to multi-party system, centre-right parties
have included liberal ideas in their programmes. In this study, the centre-right
parties with a liberal conservative political line, the Democrat Party and the
Justice Party, will be examined within the framework of the basic principles of
liberalism. The attitudes of these two parties towards legal and social
opposition, their views on freedom of the press, freedom of religion and
conscience, and their economic policies will be evaluated. The analysis of these
parties, which are the founders of the centre-right political tradition, on the
basis of determined liberal principles is important in terms of showing the
tensions and dilemmas of the multi-party democratic system in Turkey.

Keywords: Democrat Party, Justice Party, Liberalism, Liberal Freedoms,
Centre-right

GIRIS
Liberalizm ilk olarak Ingiltere’de geleneksel siniflara karsi ticaretle ugrasan,
yiikselen orta smiflarin ideolojisi olarak ortaya ¢ikmustir. Liberalizm bir ideoloji
olarak 19. yiizyila ait bir olgu olmasina ragmen, liberalizmin dayanaklar1 19.
yiizyildan onceki teori ve diisiincelerin bir {irtiniidiir. Kurucusu kabul edilen
John Locke (2012) insanin dogustan gelen bazi haklarmin oldugunu (yasam
hakki, o6zel miilkiyet ve oOzgirlik) ve toplumlarin bu haklara sahip esit
bireylerden olustugunu sdylemistir. Liberal diisiiniirler, sanayilesmis Bati
Avrupa’da iilkeleri arasindaki serbest ticarete dayanan, kendi cikarlarimin
pesinden kosan bireylerden olusan ve devlet miidahalesinden bagimsiz bir
piyasa toplumu olusturmay1 savunmuslardir.

Heywood (2013: 45) liberalizmi olusturan ana temalarin birey, 6zgiirlik, akil,
adalet, hosgorli ve farklilik olarak belirlemistir. Liberalizmle tarihte ilk defa
insan birey olarak tanminmistir. Liberalizm bireyciligi 6n plana ¢ikararak,
ekonomik, sosyal ve siyasal hayatin bu bireylerin alacagi rasyonel kararlar
neticesinde sekillenmesi gerektigini savunur. Adam Smith bu bireyciligin
ekonomi-politigini, arz ve talebin goriinmez bir el tarafindan diizenlendigi
serbest piyasa ekonomisi ile kuramsallastirmstir.

73



Ustiiner Okan Cinar

Ozgiirliik, bireyin kendi amaglarini gergeklestirmesini sagladigindan liberalizm
icin {istiin bir deger olarak kabul edilir. Ozgiirlik sayesinde birey kendi
tercihleri ger¢evesinde bir yasam kurabilir. Ancak liberalizm 6zgiirliigii sinirsiz
ruhsat olarak gérmez. Mill (2009: 26) bir bireye uygulanacak mesru bir giiciin
ancak bagkalarina zarar vermeyi engellemek amacli olabilecegini soyler.

Liberalizmin akil temas1 6zgiirliik ve bireyle iliskilidir. Liberalizm Aydinlanma
Cag’nmin akli on plana c¢ikaran felsefesini benimser. Rasyonel bireyin ve
bireyler toplulugunun ilerlemeci bir inangla gelisimi saglayacagi konusunda
iyimserdir.

Liberalizmde adalet herkesin kanun 6niinde esitligi anlayisina dayanmaktadir.
Biitlin statiilerin ve ayricaliklarmn ortadan kaldirilmasi gerektigini savunan
liberalizm sosyal esitligin de karsisindadirlar. Her bireyin farkli beceri ve
istekleri oldugu icin toplumsal 6diill ve ceza mekanizmalari dogrultusunda
kazang ya da kayiplar1 olacaktir. Liyakat, ¢aliskanlik ve beceriler degerlerine
orantil olarak piyasada ddiillendirilmelidir.

Hosgorii ve farkliliklarin kabulii de liberalizmin 6zgiirliik ve birey anlayisi ile
iligkilidir. Toplumun ¢ogul yapisina isaret eden liberaller, ¢ikar ve diisiince
catismalarin  olacagmi kabul ederler. Cikarlar arasinda bir uyumun
saglanabilecegi konusunda iyimserlerdir. Bireysel farklilarin kabulii ve hosgorii
kiiltiirii ahlaki gelisimin de Oniinii acgacaktir. Bu yiizden farkli diisiincelerin
gelistigi ve kamusal olarak tartisildigr bir diizenin kurulmasi gerekir (Heywood,
2021: 325).

Liberalizmin ortaya koyulan temalar 1s181inda tarihsel gelisim siirecinde, iilkeden
iilkeye, donemden doneme farkliliklar goriilse de klasik temalarmi korudugu
sOylenebilir. Bu temalar fiizerinde kurulan liberal demokratik toplumlar,
ekonomi i¢in 6zel miilkiyet kurumu altinda hiir tesebbiisii ve siyasi alan i¢in de
temsili demokrasiyi, hukuk devletini, kuvvetler ayriligini ve temel hak ve
hiirriyetlerin korunmasin1 kurumsal diizenlemelerle giivence altina almustir.
Diisiince 6zgiirliigii, din ve vicdan 6zgiirliigii ve tesebbiis hiirriyeti liberalizmin
temalar1 kapsaminda kurumsal olarak korumaya alinan temel 6zgiirliiklerdir.
Osmanli-Tiirk modernlesmesinde bu 6zgiirliikleri kapsayan yaygin iktisadi ve
siyasal liberalizm tartismalar1 mevcuttur (Insel, 2005: 41-47). Erken cumhuriyet
doneminde soOniimlenen liberalizm tartismalarinin, ¢ok partili donemde bu
Ozgiirliiklere bakis acilarinda ayrisan ve benzesen parti programlari, séylemleri
ve eylemleri ile tekrar giindeme geldigi goriilmektedir. Bu g¢aligmada parti
programlarinda hem ozgiirliikkler hem de piyasa ekonomisi agisindan liberal
demokratik degerleri savunan Demokrat Parti (DP)-Adalet Partisi (AP)
cizgisinin liberalizmle olan gerilimleri siyasal muhalefete karsi tavir, basin
Ozgirligli, din ve vicdan Ozgiirligi ve ekonomi politikalar1 iizerinden
degerlendirilecektir. Liberal muhafazakar bir siyasi hatta sahip olan DP-AP
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cizgisinin liberalizm ile bu alanlardaki gerilimleri Tiirkiye’de merkez sag
siyasetin temel agmazlarmi ve otoriter egilimlerinin kaynaklarmi ortaya
koyacaktir.

I. DP VE AP’NIiN MUHALEFETE KARSI TUTUMLARI

14 Mayis 1950 genel segimlerinde DP’nin CHP’den iktidar1 almasi “Beyaz
Devrim” olarak nitelendirilmistir. 27 yillik tek parti iktidarindan sonra CHP nin
DP’ye iktidar1 kansiz bir sekilde secimle birakmasi Tiirkiye’de siyasal hayatin
doniim noktalarindan biridir. Siyasi ve ekonomik liberalizmi vurgulayan DP
programi, rejimin demokratiklesecegini, temel hak ve Ozgirliiklerin
saglanacagini, Ozel sektoriin tesvik edilecegini ve tarima dayali kalkinma
saglayacagini vaat etmistir (Heper, 2011: 190). Secimlerden sonra hiikiimet
programinda tek parti donemini elestiren Menderes, yeni yOnetimin halka
“Ozgiirlik ve refah” getirecegini vaat etmistir (Neziroglu ve Yilmaz, 2013: 750-
760).

Iktidardan ayrilan CHP bir devri-sabik dénemi yaratilacagindan endise etmistir.
Erogul’un (1987: 119) “sinirli ¢ok partili diizen” olarak tanimladigi DP
iktidarmin ilk yillarinda CHP, tek parti donemindeki icraatlar1 sebebiyle
bastirilmamus, yasal bir muhalefet olarak iktidarin mesrulastirict bir pargasi
olarak gorlilmiistir. DP iktidari, yasal siyasal alani yayilmaci milliyetci
gruplara, gerici kabul edilen dini gruplara ve sol hareketlere kapatmistir. Bu
hareketlerin kisitlandig siyasal alanda DP ve CHP arasinda ideolojik temellere
dayali biiytik fikir ayriliklart olmamustir. Tek parti doneminin siyasi partileri
kapatma pratiklerinden ¢ekinen DP’liler kurulduktan sonra partiyi ideolojik
olarak CHP’ye yakin konumlandirmuslardir. CHP de ¢ok partili segimlerin
dogasi geregi halktaki imajin1 degistirmeye ¢alismis ve DP ile benzer bir parti
programi ve secim beyannamesi olusturmustur (Varel, 2017: 214-215). 1950’ler
boyunca liste usulii ¢cogunlukcu secim sisteminin de etkisiyle DP ve CHP’nin
ABD’deki demokratlar ile cumhuriyetgiler arasindaki hakim iki parti sistemine
benzer bir siyasi rekabete tanik olunmustur.

DP’nin ilk donemindeki Kore Savasi’na asker gonderme ve NATO’ya katilim
stireglerinde onunla ayni fikirde olan CHP ve Millet Partisi (MP) uyumlu bir
tutum sergilemislerdir. Dis politikadaki basarilar muhalefet acisindan DP’ye
parlamentoda dikensiz bir giil bahgesi saglamistir. Buna karsin, DP iktidarda
giiclendikce muhalefete olan tahammiilsiizliigii artmistir. CHP milletvekili
Hiiseyin Cahit Yal¢in’in yazdigi bir yazidan otiirii  dokunulmazliginin
kaldirilmasi ile baslayan siirec CHP’nin mallarmma el konulmasiyla devam
etmistir (Erogul, 2003: 126). Iktidarmin ilerleyen dénemlerinde DP, muhalefet
partilerinin siyasal faaliyetlerini ve mubhaliflerin propaganda imkanlarmi
kisitlamaya calismistir. 1954 secimlerinden Once radyoyu siyasal partilere
kapatarak sadece hiikiimetin faaliyetlerinin anlatilmasii kararlastirmigtir
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(Yildiz, 1997: 493). Muhalefet partilerini se¢im ittifaki yapmaya tesvik eden
cogunlukcu liste usulii se¢im sisteminde 1954 yilinda yapilan degisiklikle
partilerin ittifaki yapabilmeleri sinirlandirilmistir. Her partinin teskilatlandigi
yerde aday gosterme ve bir partiden digerine gegenlere 6 ay bekleme sartin
getiren 1957 se¢im kanunu degisikligi ile DP, muhalefet partilerinin farkli
yollardan yapmaya calistigi ittifaki engellemistir (Varel, 2017: 231).

DP’nin otoriter tutumundan muhafazakar muhalefet partileri de etkilenmistir.
Millet Partisi gorece daha ozgiir sayilabilecek DP’nin ilk doneminde anti-laik
goriisleri dolayisiyla birkag giinliik bir sorusturma ile kapatilmistir. Erogul
(2003: 129) tilkedeki ii¢ partiden biri olan Millet Partisi’nin alelade bir dernek
gibi kapatilmasmin demokratik rejimin mahiyeti hakkinda ¢ok anlamli
oldugunu belirtmektedir. Kirgehir ilinin Millet Partisi’ne ve onun devami olan
Cumbhuriyetgi Millet Partisi’ne destek vermesi iizerine ilge haline getirilmesi de
muhalifleri cezalandirma pratiklerine bir &rnektir. 1924 Anayasasi’nin da bu
eylemlere engel olacak bir kurumsal yapiya sahip olmamasi, DP’nin hizla
otoriterlesmesinin bir etkeni olmustur. Muhalefetin siyasal faaliyetlerini
yargilamaya kadar varan otoriterlik, DP’nin yasal ve sistem i¢i muhalefeti
kisitlamaya c¢alistigin1  gostermektedir. DP iktidar1 ve muhalefet partileri
arasinda DP’nin ilk doneminde baglayan gerginlik artarak 27 Mayis Darbesi’ne
kadar devam etmistir. Darbenin nedeni olarak gdsterilen Tahkikat Komisyonu,
CHP’nin siyasi propaganda faaliyetlerini sorusturmak ve kovusturmak i¢in
kurulmustur. Temsili demokrasinin en temel araglarindan biri olan yasal
muhalefet ortadan kaldirilmaya ¢aligilmistir.

DP iktidar1 parlamento dis1 muhalefete kars1 daha sert bir tutum izlemistir. 1945
sonrasi olusan Soguk Savas ortaminda liberal Bati diinyasinin yaninda
konumlanan Tirkiye, sol hareketleri sert bir sekilde bastirmustir. 1950°1er
boyunca dalga dalga komiinist tutuklamalar1 yapilarak sol hareketlerin
gelismesine izin verilmemistir. Menderes ilk hiikiimet programinda “asir1 sol”
cereyanlar1 fikir hiirriyeti kapsaminda gormeyeceklerini soylemistir. Ceza
kanununda yapilan degisikliklerde komiinizm propagandasi yapanlarin cezalari
artirtlmigtir  (Bulut, 2020: 75). DP, iilkedeki hiikiimet aleyhindeki
olumsuzluklara gosterilen tepkileri anti-komiinizm ¢ergevesinde genis bir gayri
hukuki alanla karsilamaya c¢alismistir. Bu durum CHP ile olan iliskilere de
yansimis ve 1950°lerin ortalarindan itibaren artan gerilimde DP, CHP’nin
muhalefetini komiinist usullerle yiiriittiigini iddia etmistir (Bora, 2005a: 505).

1950’lerin sonuna dogru toplumsal gerilimin artmasiyla {niversitelerden
yiikselen muhalefet de DP’nin otoriter egilimlerinden paymi almistir. 1953
yilinda profesdrlere siyaset yasagi getirilmistir. 1954 yilinda ¢ikarilan yasa ile
profesorleri emekliye sevk etme, acifa alma gibi yetkiler {iniversitelerin
siyasetten uzaklastirilmasi i¢in kullanmilmigtir. Menderes 5 Mayis 1960’ta
kendisini protesto eden gencleri kiskirttigimi diistindiigii ve kendisine karsi
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tutum alan Ogretim {iiyelerine “kara ciibbeliler” diyerek onlar1 olaylardan
sorumlu tutmustur (Cemrek ve Uluer, 2017: 427). Cogunlukgu bir anlayisa
sahip olan DP’liler demokrasiyi sandiktan ¢ikan sonuca indirgemisledir. DP
liderlerinin meclis ¢ogunlugunu smirlandirmaya matuf herhangi bir milletin
iradesini sinirlandirmak anlamina gelecegini iddia ederek, hayali bir cemaat
olan milletin Ozgiirliigii ile bireysel Ozgiirliikler arasinda bir gerilim
olusturmuslardir (Demirel, 2005b: 502).

27 Mayis 1960°’ta askeri darbe ile Tiirkiye’de anayasal diizen kesintiye
ugramistir. Siyasi kadrolar1 askeri yonetim tarafindan Yassiada mahkemelerinde
siyasi yasaklar, 0miir boyu hapis ve 6liim cezalari ile tasviye edilen ve kapatilan
DP’nin devami olarak kurulan AP’nin 1965 yilindaki se¢imlerde tek basina
iktidara gelmistir. Heper’e (2011: 191) gore AP, halkin dini isteklerine kars1
hosgoriilii, DP gibi kirsal niifusun isteklerine duyarli liberal muhafazakar bir
partidir. AP’nin ilk iktidar yillar1 olan 1965-1968 donemini “genis ¢ok partili
diizen denemesi” olarak adlandiran Erogul (1987: 145), bu donemin Tiirkiye’de
¢ok partili demokrasiye en ¢ok yaklagtigi yillar oldugunu ifade etmektedir.
AP’nin 1964°te segilen yeni lideri Siilleyman Demirel, bir yandan DP’nin
mirasina sahip ¢ikarken, diger yandan DP’yi tasviye eden ordunun sivil siyasete
miidahalelerini sinirlamaya ¢aligmistir.

1961°de kabul edilen devlet-toplum iliskilerini yeniden diizenleyerek, siyasal
tekellesmeyi Onleyen, bagimsiz ve yaygm bir denetim yetkisine sahip yargi
organi olusturan ve siyasi partileri giivence altina alan yeni anayasa demokratik
bir hukuk c¢ercevesi yaratmustir (Erogul, 1987: 147). 1961 Anayasasiyla
kurumsallasan demokratik sistem, AP’nin DP’ye benzer sekilde rahatga otoriter
salinimlarda bulunmasina izin vermemektedir. AP’nin muhalefete karsi olan
tavri DP’ye oranla ¢ok daha liberal olmustur. 1950°li yillara nazaran ¢ok daha
gelismis bir orgiitlenme agina sahip olan Tiirkiye toplumu, parlamenter sistemi
aksatmayacak, DP’ye benzer otoriter uygulamalara kars1 durabilecek bir sivil
topluma da sahip olmustur. Demirel demokratik rejimlerde ¢ogunlugun dahi
“haklarin 6ziinii” zedeleyemeyecegini vurgular (Bora, 2005b: 560). Demirel
1960 darbesi ile yonetime gelen askerler ve onlarin tevecciihiinii alan CHP
lideri Ismet Indnii ile temkinli ve tedbirli bir iliski kurmustur. Inénii’yii énemli
konularda bilgilendiren ve sert tartismalara girmeyen Demirel’in ekonomiyi 6ne
cikaran politikalar1 6zgiirliik icinde kalkinma anlayis1 ile sekillenmistir
(Demirel, 1973). AP ve Demirel’in DP’nin CHP’ye kars1 aldig1 ¢atigmaci
tavirdan kacindigi goriilmektedir. Radikal politikalar yerine ekonomide ve dig
politikada pragmatik bir siyaset izleyen Demirel, “Marifet, patirt1 ¢ikarmadan
sistemi gotiirebilmektir” (Ongider, 2001: 133) soziiyle ifade ettigi stratejisine
uygun olarak hedefi olan “Biiyilik Tiirkiye’ye” gerilimsiz ve istikrarli bir
ortamda ulagmaya ¢alismistir (Fedayi, 2019: 133).
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DP gibi AP de c¢ogunluk¢u demokrasi anlayisini benimsemistir. Demokrasi,
halkin serbest secimler yoluyla kendini yonetecek segkinleri segmesi olarak
goriilmektedir. Demirel, demokrasinin “cogunluk aldanmaz” ilkesine
dayandigim diisiinlir (Bora, 2017: 543). Ancak, AP’nin siyasi pratigi DP’nin
muhalefete uyguladigi gibi baskici olmamistir. Muhalefete tahammiil gostermek
gerektigini Demirel tarafindan sik¢a vurgulanmistir. Bir 6rnegi:

“Iktidarsiniz  miisamahali olmaya mecbursunuz. Herkes eline
geegirdigini  size atacak. Bunun c¢aresi yoktur. Baska tiirli
dayanamazsimiz iktidar olmaya” (Aktaran Bora, 2005b: 561).

1973’ten itibaren CHP’nin sola evrilmesi ile kizigan siyaset ortaminda AP, hem
en biiylik partisi oldugu koalisyon hiikiimetleri doneminde hem de muhalefet
doneminde giderek sertlesmistir. Demirel, CHP’nin ortanin solu politikasini
“Ortanin solu Moskova yolu” seklinde komiinist propaganda olarak yansitmis
olmasina ragmen, CHP’nin kapatilmasi yoniinde bir girisimde bulunmamustir.

DP doneminde Islamci muhalefete olan alerjik yaklasim, AP tarafindan bu
donemde gosterilmemistir. Benzer tabanlara hitap etseler de AP, Milli Nizam
Partisi (MNP) ve o kapatildiktan sonra onun devami olan Milli Selamet
Partisi’'ni (MSP) bastirici dnlemler almamis hatta bu partiyle 1973’ten sonra
kurulan {i¢ Milliyet¢ci Cephe hiikiimetinde koalisyon ortagi olmustur. Ayrica
MNP’nin ve MSP’nin kurucusu Necmettin Erbakan bir siire AP’de siyaset
yapmistir. AP, MNP ve MSP ile siyasal miicadele verse de —Erbakan’in TOBB
baskanligina segilmesinin Onlenmesi gibi- bu akimin siyaset yapmasinda bir
sakinca gérmemistir.

AP muhalif partilere yonelik gosterdigi “liberal” tutumu Tiirkiye Isci Partisi’ne
kars1 gostermemistir. 1961°den sonra gelismeye baslayan sosyalist hareket,
1965 secimlerinden sonra TiP’in 15 milletvekili ile meclise girmesiyle somut
bir hal almistir. AP’nin anti-komiinist propagandasi i¢in TIP’in meclise girmesi
cok genis bir zemin saglanustir. TIP’li milletvekili Cetin Altan’in TBMM deki
kavgada yaralanmasi ve arkasindan AP’lilerin inisiyatifi ile dokunulmazliginin
kaldirilmasi, AP’nin sosyalist hareket konusunda ne kadar tahammiilsiiz
oldugunu gostermektedir. 1970’lerin sonuna dogru radikal solun yiikselmesine
paralel olarak yiikselen milliyet¢i hareketi yanmnma alan Demirel, politik
kimliginin asli unsuru olarak milliyet¢iligi 6ne ¢ikarmis ve daha 6nceki yasal ve
anayasal milliyet¢ilik tanimina yakinligini bir yana birakmistir (Bora, 2005b:
564).

Tirkiye’nin smifsiz bir toplum oldugu iddia eden 1950°li yillardaki DP ve
CHP’nin aksine, kapitalist gelismenin toplumsal siniflar1 daha belirgin hale
getirmesinin de sonucu olarak AP simifsal aymrimlarin farkindadir. AP’nin
politikas1 bu ayirimlarin tesvik edilmesinden ziyade bunlar1 uyumlastirmak
yoniinde olmustur. AP toplumda ¢ok hizli gelisen is¢i sinifim1 tamamen
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karsisina almaktan c¢ekinmistir. 1961 sonrasi grev hakkinin yasal olarak
tanimasinin da bir sonucu olarak AP grev konusunda pragmatik bir pozisyon
almig ve bu hakki reddetmemistir. Demirel’e gore grev “istismar edilmedigi”
siirece isgilerin hakkidir ve grevin sonuglarina tahammiil edilmelidir (Bora,
2005h: 561).

Cogulcu bir demokrasi anlayisi olmasa da Demirel ozellikle 1965-1971
donemindeki iktidarinda parlamento disi muhalefete karsi da mutedil bir
yaklagim gostermistir. ““Yollar yiiriinmekle asinmaz” deyisi ile belirtigi gibi her
gosteriyi bastirmak egiliminde olmamustir. Demirel’in sagmaz pusulast olan
yasallik sinirlar1 i¢inde parlamento disi muhalefete izin verdigi séylenebilir.
1970’1lerin ortasindan itibaren bu tutumunu degistirmis ve parlamento dis1
muhalefetin mesru sinirlar iginde goriilecek bir kavram olmadigini ifade etmistir
(Bora, 2005h: 560).

I1. DP VE AP’NiN BASIN OZGURLUGU ANLAYISLARI

CHP’nin tek parti yonetiminin baskici politikalarinin etkisinin en ¢ok
hissedildigi alanlardan biri basin ézgiirliigiidiir. Ozellikle Ikinci Diinya Savasi
yillarinda ilan edilen sikiyonetim sayesinde genis yetkilere sahip olan CHP
hiikiimetleri  gazeteleri kapatmustir. Savas sonrasi donemde rejimin
otoriterliginin nispeten zayiflamasi, basimin ¢ok partili sisteme gegis siirecinde
muhalefete sempati gosterecek diizeye gelmesini saglayacak zemini
olusturmustur. Bu siiregte iktidar partisinin kontroliinde gelisen bir muhalefet ve
gorece 0zgiir basin ortaminmn mevcut oldugu sdylenebilir. Fakat gorece Ozgiir
bir ortamin sol gorisleri icerdigini sOylenemez. 1946 yilinda SSCB yanlist
goriisleri ile bilinen Tan gazetesine yapilan baskin (Yildiz, 1997: 482) iktidar
¢evrelerinin sol goriislere olan tahammiilsiizligiinii gostermektedir.

Tek parti iktidarinin baskici tutumu basinin yaygin olarak DP’yi desteklemesine
yol agmustir. Basinin DP’ye olan sempatisi onun propagandasini gii¢clendirmis
ve 1950°de iktidara gelmesinde 6nemli bir rol oynamistir. Bu durumun etkisiyle
DP, muhalefet doneminde vaat ettigi yeni basin kanununu 6ncelikli olarak ele
almugtrr. iktidarmin ilk icraatlarmdan biri vaat ettigi bu kanunu cikarmak
olmustur. Bu kanunda, gazete ¢ikarmak icin izin yerine bildirim usuliiniin
benimsenmesi, basin suglarinin Toplu Basin Mahkemeleri’nde yargilanmasi ve
basin ¢alisanlarinin haklariin gelistirilmesi (Yildiz, 1997: 487) gibi basii
Ozgiirlestirecek diizenlemeler vardir. Ancak basinin en biiyiik gelir kaynagi olan
resmi ilanlarin gelirlerinin paylasimindaki yetki ilgili bakanlikta kalmistir.

DP iktidar1 déneminde gazetelerin gelir kaynaklar1 elde tutularak hiikiimetin
lehinde ve aleyhinde haberler ve goriisler dolayli bir denetime sokuluyordu. DP
iktidarmin iyice pekismesinden sonra ana muhalefet partisi CHP’ nin yayin
organlarina art arda verilen kapatma cezalar1 “Ozgilir basinin” sinirlarini
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ciziyordu. 1954 yilinda yaymladigi raporda Milletlerarasi Basin Enstitiisii
Tiirkiye’de basm Ozgiirliigiiniin kisitlandigin1 vurguluyordu (Karpat, 2011:
508). DP, 1950’deki Basin Kanunu’nda 1956 yilinda degisiklikler yaparak
yaym yasaklari genislemistir. Bu kanun hakkindaki tartigmalar sirasinda
Menderes demokratik nizamin bu kanunlarla saglanacagimi belirtmis ve
1950°deki Basin Kanunu’nun biiyiikk bir hata oldugunu soylemistir (Yildiz,
1997: 494). 1924 anayasasmin diger oOzgirliikklerde oldugu gibi basin
Ozgirligiiniin sinirlanmasinin 6nlenmesinde bir etkisinin olmamasi, DP’nin
basin lizerindeki baskinlarinin artmasina zemin olusturmustur.

1953 ve 1954 yillarindaki Basin Kanunu degisiklikleri basin &zgiirligiinii
kisitlayan tedbirlere izin vermistir. 1953'teki degisiklikle savcilara, bakanlara
hakaret iddiasiyla sikayete bagli kalmadan dava agma yetkisi taninmustir. 1954
yilindaki degisiklik ise itibar zedeleyici oldugu iddia edilen yaymlara biiyiik
cezalar getirilmesinin yolunu agmustir. 6-7 Eyliil olaylarindan sonra 1956'da
basin iizerinde kisitlayici tedbirleri artiran diizenlemeler yapilmistir. Meslege
giris i¢in lise mezunu olmak sartin1 ve 6 aydan fazla hapis cezas1 almama sartini
getiren DP, gizlilik karar1 olan goriigmelerin yaymlanmasini tamamen
yasaklamistir. Genel ahlaka aykiri, sug islemeye tesvik edici oldugu iddia edilen
konularda yaym yapilmasi da yasaklanmigtir. Gazetecilerin tutuklanmasini
zorlastiran kanun maddeleri kaldirilmis ve gazetelerde ¢ikan isimsiz yazilarin
sahiplerini bildirme zorunlulugu getirilmistir. DP cezalandirma yontemlerinin
yaninda kagit tahsisi, kredi kolayligi gibi birtakim maddi odiillendirme
yontemlerini de basini sekillendirmek igin kullanmustir (Ozkiigiik, 2012: 108).
Biitin kanuni ve fiili smirlamalara ragmen 1950’lerde her diisiincenin
seslendirildigi bir basin-yayin ortam vardir (Caha, 2017: 395)

27 Mayis Darbesi sonrasinda olusturulan Anti-demokratik Yasalar1 Ayiklama
Komisyonu’nun ¢alismalar1 neticesinde basin ile ilgili kanunlar yeniden
diizenlenmistir (Yildiz, 1997: 495). Bu kanunlar ile DP doénemindeki
yasaklamalarin ve kapatmalarin kaynag: olarak gosterilen eski kanun hiikiimleri
ortadan kaldirilmistir. Ayrica 1961 Anayasasi’nin  kanunlarla yapilan
diizenlemelerin temel hak ve Ozgiirliikklerin o6zlerine dokunamayacagini
belirtmesi ve bunun denetiminin Anayasa Mahkemesi tarafindan yapilmasi da
basin 6zglirligii iizerinde koruyucu bir semsiye olmustur.

AP’nin basin 6zgiirlii§iine olan tavrinda belirleyici olan 1961 Anayasasi’nin
temel hak ve Ozgiirliikleri giivence altina alan yapisi olmustur. Anayasanin
Tiirkiye Radyo Televizyon Kurumu’na getirdigi 6zerklik yiirtitmenin bu konuda
bir tekel olusturmasina engel olmustur (Erogul, 1987: 147). DP doneminin
baskici basin siyasetinin olumsuzluklarint géren AP’liler de basin 6zgiirligi
konusunda daha mutedil bir yaklasim i¢inde olmuslardir.
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1960-1980 yillar1 Tiirkiye’de toplumsal doniisiimiin oldukca hizli gelistigi bir
donemdir. Bu dénemde artan kentlesme ile basin-yayin faaliyetleri de oldukga
gelismistir. Kontrollii olarak gelismesine izin verilen sol hareketlerin yayin
faaliyetlerinin, basmnin devlet giidiimiinden bagimsiz, gorece Ozerk bir giic
haline gelmesine Onemli katkilar1 olmustur. Sol hareketlere saglanan bu
kontrollii gelisme ortami1 bu hareketleri dengeleyici olarak goriilen milliyetgi ve
Islamc1 hareketlere de tanmmustir. AP’liler 1965-1971 déneminde bu kontrollii
gelisen sol, milliyetci ve Islamci hareketlerin yaymlarma karst hosgériilii
davransalar da 1973-1980 doneminde solun yiikselisinin durdurulmasi
diisincesine paralel olarak en biiyilk ortagi olduklar1 Milliyetgi Cephe
hiikkiimetleri sirasinda sol basin-yayin faaliyetlerini engelleyen tedbirler
almigladir.

II1. DP VE AP’NiN DiN VE VICDAN OZGURLUGU ANLAYISLARI

CHP seckinleri yeni kurulan cumhuriyetin kiiltiirel aydinlanmasindaki en biiyiik
engel olarak dini taassubu gormiisler ve modernlesme siirecindeki kiiltiirel
reformlarla dini taassubun etkisini kirmayir hedeflemislerdir. Bu hedef
dogrultusunda halifeligin kaldirilmasi, Diyanet Isleri Baskanligi’nin kurulmas,
Latin harflerinin kabulii, kilik-kiyafet reformlar1 ve Tiirk¢e ibadet gibi dini-
kiiltiirel alani1 diizenleyen reformlar yapmuglardir. Tek parti donemindeki
reformlara yonelik tepkilerin odagi dini alandakilerdir. CHP’ye mubhalif olan
kitleler yasal muhalefetten bu diizenlemeleri geri almasim istemislerdir.

DP’nin dini-gelencksel degerlere CHP’ye oranla daha hosgoriilii olmasinin
sebebi CHP’nin yaptig1 reformlara karsi tepki duyan kitleyi yanina g¢ekme
cabasidir. DP gerek muhalefet gerekse de iktidar doneminde dinsel alandaki
siyasetinde bir denge politikasi izlemeye ¢alismistir. 1946°da kabul edilen ve
parti kapatilana kadar benimsenen DP programmin 14. maddesinde partinin
laikligi kabul ettigi, hicbir dini diisiincenin kanunlara etkisi olmamas1 gerektigi,
din hiirriyetinin temel hak oldugu ve siyasi amaclar ugruna kullanilmasina
miisaade edilmeyecegi belirtilmistir. Muhalefet doneminde bir yandan CHP nin
reformlarindan geri doniilmeyeceginin  giivencesini vererek kapatilma
tehlikesini savusturmaya ¢aligmis, diger yandan da rejimin otoriter politikasinin
yumugamasi ile daha yiiksek sesle dile getirilen dinsel alandaki reformlara
doniik hosnutsuzlugu kendi partisine destek olarak yoneltmeye cabalamistir.
DP, 1949°da devletin diizenini din temelinde degistirmeye yonelik eylemleri
suc¢ olarak kabul eden Tiirk Ceza Kanunu degisikligini desteklemistir (Nal,
2005: 140). 1950 segimlerinden hemen 6nce DP lideri Celal Bayar, iilkenin
kardes kavgasina gitmesine sebep olacak irticai faaliyetlere karsi miicadeleyi
gorev olarak gordiigiinii sdylemistir (Alparslan ve Balakan, 2023: 190).

1950°den sonraki iktidar doneminde DP, Kemalist reformlar1 destekleyen bir
tutum benimsemis ve sivil-asker biirokrasi tarafindan kendisinin anti-laik
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oldugu iddiasina dayandirilacak bir darbeye zemin hazirlamaya c¢aligmustir.
Menderes’in 1950°de hiikiimet programinda “millete mal olmus inkilaplarimizi
mahfuz tutacagini” belirtmesi dinsel alandaki CHP’nin tek parti donemindeki
bazi reformlarindan vazgegileceginin habercisi olmustur. Ezanin tekrar Arapga
okunmasi i¢in yapilan diizenleme halk tarafindan memnuniyetle karsilanmistir.
Cok partili rejime gecisten sonra CHP’nin de segmene dayali sistemin de
sonucu olarak dini politikalarda yumusamasi bu alanda DP’ye hareket alani
saglamistir. DP doneminde dini-geleneksel degerlere saygili tutumunu bu
degerleri benimseyen kesimlere siyaset alanin kapatilmasi ile sinirlandirilmistir.
Millet Partisi’nin programinda anti-laik séylemler bulundugu gerekgesi ile
kapatilmasi, muhafazakar ¢evrelerle siyaset arasindaki sinir1 da belirleyen bir
cizgi olmustur. Biiyiik Dogu dergisi gibi Islamc1 dergilerle &rtiik maddi iliskiler
kursa da bu iligkilerin parti politikalarmin belirlenmesinde giiglii bir etki
yapmamistir.

DP muhafazakar gevrelerin taleplerini radikal bir sekilde degerlendirmekten
ziyade, rejimin laik kisvesine uygun bir sekilde hareket etmistir. Din derslerinin
ilkokullarda programa alinmasi, Imam-Hatip okullarinin yayginlastirilmast,
radyoda Kuran okunmasi ve hacca gideceklere doviz temin edilmesi gibi
uygulamalar (Nal, 2005: 160) DP’nin muhafazakar kesimlerin taleplerini sistem
icinde karsilamaya yatkin oldugunu gdstermektedir. DP iktidarindan once
okullarda o6grencilere din dersi okutulmasi veli iznine baghdir. DP, bu izin
sartin1 kaldirmus, velilerin aksi yonde talebi olmadik¢a Ggrencilerin din dersini
almasimt zorunlu kilmistir. DP’lilere gore milli iradeye gosterilen Onemi
yansitan bu karar, modernlestirici biirokratik devlet anlayisina karst kendilerini
kitlelerin koruyucusu olarak gordiiklerini gdsteriyordu (Heper, 2011: 193).

Dinsel alandaki politikalarinda geleneksel-muhafazakar kesimlerin talep ve
beklentilerini goz oniinde bulunduran DP’nin “liberal” laik tutumu gayrimiislim
kesimleri ve diger mezhepleri kapsamamustir. 6-7 Eylil 1955°te Kibris Tiirk
Dernegi’nin  Onciiliiglinde diizenlenen protestolarin ¢igirindan  ¢ikarak
gayrimiislim vatandaslara doniik yogun saldirilara donlismesini DP hiikiimeti
engelleyememistir. Buna karsilik, 1950-1957 doneminde iiger ve 1957-1960
doneminde 6 gayrimiislim vekil DP'den segilmistir. DP iktidar1 boyunca 2
Ermeni ve 1 Rum vekil 3 donem iist {iste meclise girmistir. 1960-1995 arasi
hicbir gayrimiislim vekil olmadig1r diisiiniildiigiinde DP'nin gayrimiislim
kesimlerle iliskilerin gelistirilmesine onem verdigi goriilmektedir (Inan, 2014:
255).

AP’nin din ve vicdan 6zgiirliigli konusundaki tutumu, DP’nin dinsel alandaki
siyasetini  benimseyerek geleneksel kesimlerden destek alma olarak
Ozetlenebilir. Merkez sag, dinsel taleplerin vatandashik hukuku igerisinde
birtakim diizenlemelerle kamusal alana tasinmasini istemektedir. 1964’te kabul
edilen AP programi laikligin din aleyhtarlig1 olarak anlagilmadigini, devletin
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laik olmasiin vatandaslarin dinle iligkilerini kesmeleri anlamina gelmedigini,
herkesin dininin ve mezhebinin ibadetinde serbest oldugunu belirtmektedir.
AP’nin dini sdylemi cumhuriyet¢i modernlesme projesinin milletin manevi
degerlerini goz ardi ederek gergeklesmesinin yarattigi itirazlar tizerine kurulu
bir sdylemdir. Tipki DP gibi AP’nin de cumhuriyet¢i modernlesme projesine
yonelik elestirileri vardir. Fakat bu elestiriler alternatif bir modernlesme
yonteminin projelendirilmesinden ziyade sdylem diizeyinde kalmistir. Merkez
sag siyasetin Onerisi, alternatif bir projeden c¢ok belli bir duyarliliklar ve
sikdyetler listesi ile se¢men talepleri ve kurumsal siyasal baskilarin
etkilesiminden olusan esnek bir politika demetidir (Demirel, 2005a: 159). AP,
DP’nin dinsel siyasetinin devami olarak din egitimini gelistirme y&niinde
adimlar atmis ve yeni Kuran kurslari, Imam-Hatip okullar1 ve ilahiyat
fakiilteleri a¢cmustir. DP doneminde dinsel alanda yapilan revizyonlar AP
tarafindan yeterli goriilmiis ve bu alanda yeni reformlar yapilmamustir.

Dinsel konular Demirel’in siyasi retoriginde olduk¢a dnemli bir yer tutmaktadir.
Demirel, ailesinin Said-i Nursi’yi sik sik ziyaret ettigini ve siirgiine gonderildigi
Denizli’de tutuklu olarak Slen Nursi’nin izleyicilerinden Hafiz Ali’den Kuran
ogrendigini soyler (Aydin, 2004: 3). Risale-i Nur okunan bir evde biiyiidiigiinii
ve Tirkiye’de modernlesme siirecinin bu tiir degerlere aykiri olamayacagini
vurgulamigtir. Laiklik din aleyhtarligi seklinde algilanarak dindar kesimlerin
magdur edildigini soyleyen AP’liler, bu durumun halkin degerlerine aykiri
oldugunu vurgularlar. Demirel, Diyanet Isleri Baskanhig ile laiklik ilkesi
arasinda bir celiski gormemistir. Sosyal hayatimizda 6nemli bir yer teskil eden
inan¢ ve ibadet hizmetleri karsisinda kayitsiz kalmasinin diisiiniilemeyecegini
soyleyen Demirel’e gore, devletin bu alan1 basibos birakmasinin laik devleti
tehlikeye diistirecegi aciktir (Demirel, 2005a). AP’nin dinsel siyaseti sistemin
laik yapisini degistirmek amaci glitmemistir. Tipki DP gibi AP de muhafazakar
kitlelerin itirazlari1 siyasallastirip kitlesini mobilize edebilmek igin
kullanmstir.

Demirel’in dini sOylemi, i¢inden geldigi koylii secmene ulagsmada ¢ok dnemli
bir ara¢ olmus ve kitleyle bagmi giiclendirmistir. AP’nin iktidar oldugu
donemlerde dinsel hareketler ve cemaatler, {ist diizey biirokraside ve ticari
hayatta niifuzlarinin artmus ve ileriki yillarda siyasi ve biirokratik seckinler
iiretecek yar1 siyasal yapilara doniismiiglerdir (Atilgan, 2015b: 595).

AP’nin retorik diizeyinde kalan dinsel alana dair s6ylemi, AP’nin toplumda her
kesime din ve vicdan Ozgirliigi sagladigi anlamina da gelmemektedir. Gerek
gayrimiislimlerin gerekse de diger mezheplerin kiiltiirel ve dini haklar1 AP
tarafindan yok sayilmistir. DP-AP geleneginin bu gruplarin haklarini géz ardi
etme noktasinda tam bir uyum gosterdigini soylenebilir. AP milletvekili Mevliit
Yilmaz Hiristiyanligm batil bir din oldugunu ve komiinizmle birlikte milli
biitlinliigii tehdit eden bir tehlike oldugunu ifade eder. AP’de hicbir inanca sahip
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olmama 6zgiirliigiiniin laiklik anlayisi1 kapsamma almayan ve inanci olmayan
insanlarin ahlaks1z olarak goriildiigii bir kiiltiirel anlay1s vardir (Demirel, 2005a:
190). 1970’lerin sonunda AP, kendi hiikiimetleri donemindeki mezhepsel
catismalara ve ayrigmalara kars1 tepkisiz kalmis ve bunlar hiikiimeti yipratmaya
yonelik eylemler olarak gormiistiir.

IV. DP VE AP’NiN EKONOMIK POLITIKALARI

Liberal ekonominin temel prensibi 6zel miilkiyetin korunmasi ve hiir
tesebbiistlir. Bireylerin rasyonel kararlarmin diizenlemesi gereken ekonomide
devletin diizenleyici ve asgari bir gorev almasi esastir. Tirkiye 1950 yili
itibariyle gelismis bir girisimci sinifa sahip degildir. Savas yillarinda giiglenmis
bir burjuvazi olsa da bu smifin ekonomiyi tek basina sirtlayacak bir sermayesi
yoktur. Bu yiizden yerel burjuvaziyi destekleyecek sekilde ekonomiye devlet
miidahalesi kagmilmaz olmustur. Bu miidahale mevcut kapitalist sistemin bir
alternatifi degil, sermaye birikimi i¢in sistemin ihtiya¢ duydugu tamamlayici bir
nitelige sahiptir. DP iktidarinin ekonomi politikalarmin seyrinde devlet
miidahalesinin oram belirleyici olmustur. ilk donemlerinde agik pazar
ekonomisini benimserken 1950°’li yillarin ortalarindan itibaren korumaci
onlemlere bagvurmustur.

DP iktidarmin ilk yillarinda ABD’den gelen tarimsal destekler, elverisli iklim
kosullar1 ve ekili alanlardaki artis neticesinde ciddi bir {iretim artis1 meydana
gelmistir. Tarimsal sistemin kiiglik toprak sahipligine dayanmasi sebebiyle bu
iiretim artis1 ciddi bir talep meydana getirerek, ekonomide bolluk ve canlilik
ortaya c¢ikmistir. Fakat 1950’lerin ortalarindan itibaren tarimsal gelismenin
durmasiyla ihracat diismeye baslamis ve doviz gelirleriyle ithalat talebi arasinda
bir agik meydana gelmistir. Bu agigin giderilmesi i¢in korumaci 6nlemler
alinmaya baglamistir (Keyder, 1987: 56). DP’nin “siiratli ekonomik biiylime”
olarak algiladigi kalkinma anlayist CHP’nin devlet¢i uygulamalarina karsitlik
ve liberal kapitalizm savunusu ile sekillenmistir. Liberal kapitalizm i¢in gerekli
hukuki diizenlemeleri siiratle yapan DP, 1950 yilinda ABD, Diinya Bankasi ve
yerli bankalarm kaynaklar1 ile kurulan Tiirkiye Simai Kalkinma Bankasi
araciligi ile kamu kuruluslarinin 6zel sektdre devredilmesini ve 6zel sektoriin
gelismesini hedeflemistir. DP, yerli veya yabanci olmasinin bir 6nemi olmadig1
vurguluyor ve hususi tesebbiisiin Oniiniin acgilarak hizli bir kalkinma
amagliyordu (Atilgan, 2015a: 402)

Yabanci sermayenin girisine sicak bakan DP, {ilkedeki sermaye acigini
gidermek i¢in yabanci sermayeyi tesvik ve petrol kanunlart ¢ikarimistir. 1951
ve 1954 yillarindaki Yabanci Sermayeyi Tesvik Kanunlari disa agik bir
ekonominin kurulmas: i¢in gosterilen ¢abaya ornekler olusturmaktadir. Bu
kanunlarla sanayi, enerji, maden, bayindirlik, ulastirma ve turizm alanlarinda
yabanci sermayeye hak ve kolayliklar tanimlanmistir (Tal, 2012: 179). 1954
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yilindaki Petrol Kanunu da devletin bu alandaki tekelini sona erdirmeyi
amaglayan serbestlestirme diizenlemelerindendir.

DP, 1946-1950 arasinda muhalefette oldugu yillarda Kamu Iktisadi
Tesebbiisleri’nin (KIT) &zellestirilmesi gerektigini savunmaktadir. Devletin
tarimsal, sanayi ve ticari alanlardaki faaliyetlerden elini ¢ekmesi, piyasalari
gelistirmesi  ve eckonomiyi denetleme alanina ¢ekilmesi gerektigini
sOylemektedir. Ancak 1950-1960 donemine bakildiginda kamu sektoriiniin
ekonomideki roliiniin azalmaktan ziyade arttigi gézlemlenmektedir. Ozellikle,
imalat sektoriinde ciddi bir artis olmustur. KiT lerin zararlar1 kamu biit¢esinden
ve Merkez Bankasi kredileri ile kargilanmigtir. Bu donemdeki tarim sektoriinii
destekleme araci olarak devletin miidahalesi sebebiyle olusan zararlar da kamu
kaynaklari tarafindan karsilanmigtir (Takim, 2012: 189).

1961 Anayasasi devlet-toplum iligkilerini ekonomik baglamda yeniden
diizenlemistir. DP iktidarimin planli ekonomiye olumsuz bakis1 sebebiyle
uygulanmayan planli ekonomi, 1961 Anayasasi’nda anayasal bir kurum olarak
Devlet Planlama Tegskilati’nin (DPT) kurulmasi ile hayata ge¢mistir. AP’ nin
ekonomik  politikalari  da  bu  planlama  tecriibesi  ¢ercevesinde
degerlendirilmelidir. AP iktidarda oldugu yillarda DPT ile olan iliskilerinde
sik¢a sorunlar yasamis ve ekonomi politikalarini uygularken DPT nin kendisini
simirlama girisimlerinden sikayet¢i olmustur.

AP’nin 6zel sektorii ve 6zel sektdre dayali kalkinmayi savunma konusunda
DP’ye nazaran daha net ve agik bir tutum izlemektedir (Demirel, 2005). AP
lideri Demirel insanlarin piyasa ekonomisine eklemlenerek elde edecekleri 6zel
miilkiyetin topluma huzur, istikrar ve zenginlik getirecegini ve siyasal hedefinin
bu dogrultuda kalkinmis “Biiyiik Tiirkiye” oldugunu sdylemektedir. DP’nin
koyliiyii  destekleyen popiilist politikalarmin  aksine AP’nin  ekonomi
politikasina sanayilesme damgasini vurmustur. Ekonominin esas giiciiniin 6zel
sektorlin dinamizmi oldugu stirekli olarak vurgulanmistir. Bu tutum katiksiz bir
piyasa ekonomisi savunusu olarak algilanmamalidir. Burada vurgulanmasi
gereken bir nokta da Demirel’in yerli sanayiye ve korumaci politikalara verdigi
onemdir. Iktidarda oldugu donemlerde yeni KiT’ler kurmaya devam eden AP
Ozellestirmeyi savunsa da devletin ekonomiden tamamen elini ¢ekmesi gibi bir
anlayisa sahip olmamustir.

AP igin hiir tesebbiis Oncelikli bir karma ekonomi esastir. Devlet 6zel sektoriin
glicliniin yetmedigi yere miidahale etmelidir. 1960-1980 doneminde gelismekte
olan iilkelerin kalkinma stratejisi ithal ikameci sanayilesme modelidir. Tiirkiye
bu dénemde bu modelin basarili bir 6rnegini vermistir. ithal ikameci
sanayilesmenin yerine yeni bir kalkinma modeli sunan 24 Ocak 1980°de alinan
ekonomik tedbir kararlarini da uluslararasi ekonomik sistemin dayatmasi ile
isteksizce kabul etmek zorunda kalmustir.
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DEGERLENDIRME

Tirkiye’de merkez sag siyasetin hem muhalif partilere hem mubhalif kesimlere
bakis1 Osmanli Devleti’'nden kalma siyasi zihniyeti siirdiirme egilimindedir. Bu
yiizden de liberal siyasal kiiltiir bu partiler tarafindan igsellestirilmemistir.
Mubhalefeti daima bir fitne odagi olarak géren ve muhalefetin yikiciliktan bagka
bir hedefi olamayacagi anlayisi, muhalif hareketlerin bastirilmasi gerektigi
inancini pekistirmistir. DP doneminde liberal demokrasi i¢in elzem olan sistem
ici siyasal muhalefetin de baski altina alinarak iktidar1 segimler yoluyla
devretme anlayis1 kisitlanmistir. AP, 1961 Anayasasi ile demokratik sistemin
kurumlagmasinin bir sonucu olarak yasal muhalefete miisamaha gosterse de
1970’lerin sonuna dogru olusan toplumsal kargasa ortaminda AP’nin otoriter
siyasete yakin durdugu soylenebilir. Parlamento dis1 toplumsal taleplerin
dikkate alinmasi konusunda Tiirkiye’de devlet ile toplum arasindaki
kurumsallagsmanin zayif olmasi sebebiyle merkez sag partilerin iktidar
donemlerinde toplumla kurdugu dogrudan iliskiler, vatandaslarin Gzerklesip
toplumsal taleplerde bulunmalarimi kisitlamigtir. Bu durum demokratik
kurumsallagsmanin gelistigi ve toplumsal 6rgiitlenmenin arttigi 1961-1980 arasi
donemde ciddi bir sekilde azalsa da AP’nin bu ydndeki anlayisini ¢ok
degistirmemistir.

Liberal bir demokraside kamuoyu olusturmak ve yiiriitmenin etkin olarak
denetlenmesi igin Ozgiir bir basmn sarttir. Tiirkiye’de merkez sag ¢izginin
iktidarda oldugu donemde basmn oOzgiirliiklerini tanityan ilkesel bir tutum
almadiklari, konjonktiirel olarak genisletme-smirlama/baskilama yoniinde bir
salinim gosterdikleri sdylenebilir. Gerek DP gerekse de AP, basini kendileri i¢in
bir propaganda araci olarak goérmiisler ve muhalif basim kisitlamaya yonelik
tedbirler almuslardir. Ancak bu tedbirler basm iizerinde tek parti hiikiimeti
dénemindekine benzer bir baski olusturmamistir. Gerek artan sanayilesme ve
kentlesme gerckse de DP’nin ¢ikardigi basin kanunu ve 1961 Anayasasi’nin
sagladigt basin Ozgiirligli giivenceleri kamuoyu olusmasini saglayacak
kurumsal bir zemin saglamistir.

Din ve vicdan ozgiirliigli alaninda DP-AP cizgisi, ozgiirliik¢ii bir anlayistan
ziyade Kemalist modernlesme politikalariin yarattigi hosnutsuzluga seslenen
popiilist bir sdyleme sahip olmuslardir. Geleneksel muhafazakar kesimlere
gosterilen hosgorii diger dinsel kesimlerden esirgenmis ve onlarin talepleri yok
sayllmistir. Siinni Miisliman inancin disindaki inanglar 6teki olarak goriilmiis
ve siyaseten hamasi soylemlere maruz birakilmis, zaman zaman da saldirilara
ugramalarma engel olunamamistir. Bu tutum toplumun biitiin kesimlerinin
inanglarini yasamasim ongoren ve kamusal otoritenin her birine esit mesafede
olmasii gerektigini savunan din ve vicdan Ozgiirliigii anlayisindan oldukca
uzaktir.
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Tirkiye niifusunun biiyiilk bolimiiniin kdylerde yasadigi 1950-1980 arasi
donemde iktidar partisi olan DP-AP c¢izgisinde koyliiliigiin sabit sosyal
belirleyicisi oldugu goriilmektedir. AP daha sanayilesmis ve piyasa iligkilerinin
yayginlagsmaya basladigi, degisen kentli se¢men yapisi ve Orgiitlemesine
ragmen, yliksek taban fiyatlar1 ve desteklerle DP geleneginden gelen koylii
se¢meni ile iligkisini slirdiirmeyi basarmistir (Tansi, 2021: 930). Ekonomi
politikalarinda iki parti de kapitalist diinya sistemine eklemlenmeye g¢alisan
Tiirkiye ekonomisinin girisimei sinifinin zayifligi ve yetersiz sermaye birikimi
neticesinde devletin miidahalesine mecbur kalmislardir. Fakat bu miidahale
kapitalizme bir alternatif olarak degil donemsel bir sermaye birikim rejimi
olarak degerlendirilmelidir. DP’nin tarima doniik popiilist politikalarmdan farkl
olarak AP, korumaci politikalara yatkin olup sanayilesmeye Onem vermistir.
Tam anlamuyla agik ekonomi temelinde bir liberalizmden kaginsalar da devletin
yonlendirdigi bir ekonomik liberalizm konusunda iki partinin de hemfikir
oldugunu séylemek miimkiindiir.

DP-AP c¢izgisi demokratik hak ve Ozgiirlik talepleri Oncelikli olarak
degerlendirmemistir. Merkez sag, Adnan Menderes’in bir mitsel anlatiya
donmiis kisiligi lizerinden DP araciligiyla tek parti donemine olan toplumsal
itirazlarmi ve hem DP’nin devami olan hem de yeni sanayilesmekte olan iilkede
basarili bir kdy g¢ocugu imgesi tasiyan “icraat adamu™ Siileyman Demirel
liderligindeki AP {izerinden toplumsal fiiretimden paymmi artirmayi
amaglayanlarin taleplerini siyasallastirmay1 basarmis ve kitlesel mobilizasyon
saglamistir. Osmanli-Tiirk modernlesmesinin ilk doénemlerinden itibaren
teveccith goren liberalizm, bu partilerin muhalefet doénemlerinde ve
iktidarlarinin ilk yillarinda seslendikleri kitlelere 6zgiirliik ve refah saglayacak
bir fikir demeti saglamustir. Ancak, Tirkiye’de demokratik kurumsallasmanin
ve siyasi kiiltiiriin zay1fligi ile DP-AP ¢izgisinin ¢ogunluk¢u siyaset anlayislari,
bu partilerin iktidarlarinin ilerleyen donemlerinde otoriter ydnetimlere
doniigmelerine sebep olarak ¢ogulcu demokratik bir siyasal sistem kurulmasina
engel olmustur.

KAYNAKCA
Adalet Partisi (1964) Tiiziik — Program (Prensip maddeleri). Erisim Tarihi: 07
Haziran 2024.

https://acikerisim.tbmm.gov.tr/server/api/core/bitstreams/b7741f960-9921-
45e3-ba50-4f3bacd81ed3/content

Alpaslan, E. ve Balakan, K. (2023). Din-Siyaset Iliskileri Baglaminda
Demokrat Parti’nin izledigi Politikalar (1946-1960). Sosyal Bilimler
Dergisi Akademik Sosyal Arastirmalar Dergisi, 10(64), 187-202.

87


https://acikerisim.tbmm.gov.tr/server/api/core/bitstreams/b774f960-992f-45e3-ba50-4f3bacd81ed3/content
https://acikerisim.tbmm.gov.tr/server/api/core/bitstreams/b774f960-992f-45e3-ba50-4f3bacd81ed3/content

Ustiiner Okan Cinar

Atilgan, G. (2015a) Tarimsal Kapitalizminin Sancagi Altinda. G. Atilgan vd.
(der.) i¢inde, Osmanli’dan Giiniimiize Tiirkiye'de Siyasal Hayat (SS. 393-
520). Istanbul: Yordam Kitap.

Atilgan, G. (2015b) Sanayi Kapitalizminin Safaginda. G. Atilgan vd. (der.)
icinde, Osmanli’dan Giiniimiize Tiirkiye'de Siyasal Hayat (SS. 521-662).
Istanbul: Yordam Kitap.

Aydin, S. (2004). 1924-1965 Yillar1 Arasinda Siileyman Demirel. Bolu Abant
Izzet Baysal Universitesi Sosyal Bilimler Enstitiisii Dergisi, 2(9), 1-12.

Bora, T. (2005a). Adnan Menderes. M. Yilmaz (der), i¢inde, Modern
Tiirkiye 'de Siyasal Diigiince cilt:7 Liberalizm (ss. 482- 507), Istanbul:
fletisim Yayinlari.

Bora, T. (2005b). Silleyman Demirel. M. Yilmaz (der), iginde, Modern
Tiirkiye'de Siyasal Diisiince cilt:7 Liberalizm (ss. 550-577), Istanbul:
[letisim Yaynlari.

Bora, T. (2017). Cereyanlar: Tiirkive'de Siyasi Ideolojiler. Istanbul: Iletisim
Yayinlari.

Bulut, E. C. (2020). Ideolojinin Tiirk Hukukuna Yansimas1: Komiinizm Ornegi
(1923-1960). Gazi Akademik Bakis, 14(27), 61-81.

Caha, O. (2017). 1938-1960 Yillar1 Aras1 Dénemde Tiirkiye’de Sivil Toplum A.
Caylak ve S. A. Avcu (Ed.), i¢inde, (ss. 387-398), Osmanli 'dan Giintimiize
Tiirkiye 'nin Siyasal Hayati, Ankara: Savas Yayinevi

Cemrek, M. ve Uluer, A. G. (2017) Demokrat Parti Donemi Tiirkiye’de I¢
Politika. A. Caylak ve S. A. Avcu (Ed.), iginde, (ss. 401-430) Osmanli’dan
Giintimiize Tiirkiye 'nin Siyasal Hayati, Ankara: Savas Yayinevi

Demokrat Parti (1946) Demokrat Parti Programi Umumi Prensipler Erisim
Tarihi: 7 Haziran 2024
https://acikerisim.tbmm.gov.tr/server/api/core/bitstreams/d8014161-27bd-
49b0-9a09-bd023ab20deb/content

Demirel, S. (1973). 1971 Buhram ve Aydinliga Dogru. Ankara: Dogus
Matbaasi.

Demirel, T. (2005a). Adalet Partisi: Ideoloji ve Politika. Istanbul: Iletisim
Yayinlari.

Demirel, T. (2005b). Adalet Partisi. M. Yilmaz (der), iginde, 'Modern
Tiirkiye'de Siyasi Diisiince Cilt 7, Liberalizm. (sS. 548-583) Istanbul:
[letisim Yaynlari.

88


https://acikerisim.tbmm.gov.tr/server/api/core/bitstreams/d8014161-27bd-49b0-9a09-bd023ab20deb/content
https://acikerisim.tbmm.gov.tr/server/api/core/bitstreams/d8014161-27bd-49b0-9a09-bd023ab20deb/content

Politik Psikoloji Dergisi, Cilt: 4 Sayi: 1 Yil: 2024
The Journal of Political Psychology, Volume: 4 Issue: 1 Year: 2024

Demirel, T. (2005c). Demokrat Parti. M. Yilmaz (der), i¢inde, Modern
Tiirkiye'de Siyasal Diisiince Cilt:7 Liberalizm, (SS. 480-529) Istanbul:
[letisim Yayinlar1.

Erogul, C. (1987). Cok Partili Diizenin Kurulusu: 1945-1971. I. C. Schink ve A.
Tonak (der), iginde, Gegis Siirecinde Tiirkiye. (ss. .112-158), Istanbul:
Belge Yaynlari.

Erogul, C. (2003). Demokrat Parti Tarihi ve Ideolojisi, Ankara: imge Yayinlar1.

Fedayi, C. (2019). Adalet Partisi’nin Birinci Dénemi: 1961-1971. Muhafazakar
Diistince Dergisi, 16 (57), 123-150.

Heywood, A. (2013). Siyasi Ideolojiler. Ankara: Adres Yayinlar1.
Heywood, A. (2021). Siyaset Teorisine Giris. Istanbul: Kiire Yayinlar:.
Heper, M. (2011). Tiirkiye 'nin Siyasal Hayat. Istanbul: Dogan Kitap.

Inan, S. (2014). Demokrat Parti Doénemi (1950-1960) Siyasi Kiiltiir.
Muhafazakar Diisiince Dergisi, 11 (41-42), 247-258.

Insel, A. (2005) Tiirkiye’de Liberalizm Kavraminin Soycizgisi. M. Yilmaz
(der), i¢inde, Modern Tiirkiye’de Siyasal Diisiince cilt:7 Liberalizm (ss. 41-
74), Istanbul: iletisim Yayinlari.

Karpat, K. (2010). Tiirk Demokrasi Tarihi: Sosyal, Kiiltiirel, Ekonomik
Temeller. Istanbul: Timas Yaynlan.

Keyder, C. (1987). Tiirk Demokrasisinin Ekonomi Politigi. I. C. Schink ve A.
Tonak (der), icinde, Gegis Siirecinde Tiirkiye. (55.112-158), Istanbul: Belge
Yayinlari.

Locke, J. (2012). Yonetim Uzeri}ge Ikinci Inceleme: Sivil Yonetimin Gercek
Koékeni, Boyutu ve Amaci Uzerine Bir Deneme, (¢ev., Fahri Bakirci).
Ankara: Ebabil Yayincilik

Mill, J.S. (2009) Hiirriyet Uzerine. (2. Baski). Ankara: Liberte Yaynlari.

Nal, S. (2005). Demokrat Parti’nin 1950/54 Do6nemi Din Siyaseti. Ankara
Universitesi SBF Dergisi, 60 (03), 137-171.

Neziroglu, 1. ve Yilmaz, T. (2013). Hiikiimetler, Programlart ve Genel Kurul
Goriigmeleri Cilt 2 (22 Mayis 1950- 20 Kasum 1961), Ankara: TBMM
Yayinlari.

Ongider, S. (2001). Lider Biyografilerindeki Tiirkiye. Istanbul: Aykir1 Yayinlari

89



Ustiiner Okan Cinar

Ozgelik, P. (2010). Demokrat Parti'nin Demokrasi Soylemi. Ankara
Universitesi SBF Dergisi, 65 (03), 163-187.

Ozkan, F. (2004). 1950’lerin Popiilizm Agisindan Bir Incelemesi. Journal of
Historical Studies, 2(2004), 32-47.

Ozkiigiik, A. (2012). Demokat Parti'nin Demokrasi Sdylemleri (1946-1957).
Tarih Okulu Dergisi. 2012 (XII).

Takim, A. (2012). Demokrat Parti Doneminde Uygulanan Ekonomi Politikalar
ve Sonuglar1. Ankara Universitesi SBF dergisi 67 (02), 157-187.

Tansi, M. D. (2021). Tirk modernlesme tarihi siirecinde Adalet Partisi
baglaminda muhafazakér siyaset arayisi. Omer Halisdemir Universitesi
Iktisadi ve Idari Bilimler Fakiiltesi Dergisi, 14(3), 924-937.

Varel, A. (2017). Ellili Yillarda Muhalefet: Hiikiimete Yonelik Temel Elestiriler
ve DP Karsisnda CHP'nin ideolojik Konumlanisi. Mete K. K. (der),
icinde, Tiirkive'nin 1950’li Yillar1 (ss. 203-234). Istanbul: Iletisim
Yayinlari.

Yildiz, N. (1997). Demokrat Parti ve Basin. 4. U.SBF Dergisi, 51, 481-505.

90



Kitap Degerlendirmesi Book Review

Kitap Degerlendirmesi

Dialogues on Climate Justice

Stephen M. Gardiner and Arthur R. Obst, Routledge, 2022, xxxii + 338 pp

Muhammed Kose®

The destructive and transformative impact of human activity on nature has been
known for almost a century. But it wasn't until the late 1970s that humanity
recognised climate change as a serious problem. Since then, many important
scientific studies have been carried out on climate change and its effects on
nature. Different sides of the problem are discussed by scientists and politicians.
All these discussions created an awareness about the upcoming climate crisis
and the ways to prevent it. However, climate action fell behind all the
discussions, and little has been done about solving the actual crisis (Weart,
2008). As an introductory book, Dialogues on Climate Justice aims to introduce
the reader to the major discussions on the climate issue by aiming to explain the
major problems preventing effective climate action and ways to overcome them.
In this book, the authors Stephen M. Gardiner (a Professor of Philosophy at the
University of Washington) and Arthur R. Obst (a PhD candidate studying

1 Ars. Gor., Istanbul Medeniyet Universitesi, Siyaset Bilimi ve Kamu Yénetimi Boliimii e-mail:
mkose5244@gmail.com, ORCID: 0009-0006-5689-2580
Doi: 10.5281/zenodo.13207664

Gelis Tarihi: 29 Mart 2024 Kabul Tarihi:03 Mayis 2024
Received: 29 March 2024 Accepted:03 May 2024

Bu makaleye atif i¢in/ To cite this article: Kose, M. (2024). Book Review. Dialogues on Climate Justice.
Stephen M. Gardiner and Arthur R. Obst, Routledge. Politik Psikoloji Dergisi, 4(1), 91-93.

91


mailto:mkose5244@gmail.com
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.13207664

Muhammed Kose

climate change at the University of Washington) prefer to look at these
discussions and possible solutions from an ethical perspective. The book is part
of Routledge's Philosophical Dialogues on Contemporary Problems series. Like
all the other books in the series, the authors of this book follow in Plato's
footsteps and use the philosophical dialogue format to recreate the major
debates on climate justice. In this way, readers can experience different
discussions, examine various arguments, and develop their own points of view.
Because of its unique approach to the subject, this book is a good starting point
for those wishing to learn more about the climate crisis. It also serves as a
comprehensive guide to further reading.

Each of the six dialogues in the book focuses on a different discussion subject
about the climate issue. The events in the dialogues sets in different times and
mostly different places. The book follows a character named Hope, who
introduces herself as an ethicist (1). In each dialogue, Hope engages in a
philosophical discussion with various characters who represent different points
of view. Some of these characters are scientific experts who share information
about the climate crisis and suggest different methods to solve the existing
problems. Some characters represent people living in different parts of the
Earth. They emphasize existing and future problems caused by the climate crisis
-such as famine, health problems, poverty, and the upcoming destruction of
whole civilizations-. Besides these, there is a character who represents climate
sceptics and a character representing future generations.

The first chapter makes an introduction to climate science and the problems of
climate politics. After introducing fundamental concepts, characters discuss the
causes of the climate crisis. They examine Hardin’s famous ‘the tragedy of the
commons’ metaphor and Stephen Gardiner’s ‘perfect moral storm’ analysis to
provide a basis for ethical discussion. The second chapter focuses on climate
scepticism. The characters discuss the reality of the climate crisis, scientific
scepticism, and the role of ethics in different methods of climate action. The
third chapter focuses on the issue of responsibility. The characters discuss the
extent of individual responsibility, the necessity of collective responsibility, and
the issue of carbon offsetting. The fourth chapter examines the issue of
responsibility on a larger scale. The characters (who are junior climate
negotiators coming from all around the world) discuss the different principles of
responsibility-sharing in climate action (the beneficiary pays principle, the
ability to pay principle, the equal per capita principle etc.) and seek a just way
to share the burden. The fifth chapter introduces the concept of geo-engineering,
presents different strategies, and discusses on the morality of these strategies.
Lastly, the sixth chapter describes a future that climate action has failed. The
characters discuss barriers before a successful climate action. By examining the
concept of the social discount rate, they find out that conventional economics
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cannot solve the problem. After that, they try to find out whether a similar
problem exists in contemporary moral philosophy or not.

The book proves that dialogue is the most suitable form of writing for
philosophy. Through well-designed dialogues, the authors recreated the major
philosophical discussions about the climate crisis and made the reader a part of
the conversation. The dialogues are set in carefully designed settings making
the reader feel like an observer of a real conversation. The only exception is the
sixth chapter, which is set in the 2060s. This chapter uses fiction more than any
other. However, the authors depicted this future setting based on the most
probable scenarios, based on recent scientific studies. The setting works as a
warning of the consequences of continuing with current policies and habits.

The dialogues between the characters are written objectively. The authors
carefully present different perspectives and leave the decision to the reader.
Despite being the main character of the book, even Hope does not always
represent the opinions of the authors. She is not a Socrates-like character who is
always right about everything. She is simply the representative of the moral
philosophy, bearing the responsibility to bring ethical considerations into the
conversation. Each character has a different function in the dialogue and most
of them successfully represent their perspectives. However, | believe some
characters are not the best possible representatives of the views they support.
Hope’s father is the most obvious example of this problem. He represents views
of the climate sceptics quite well. But in other areas of science, he is not a
sceptic at all. He also cares about the world and the future which makes him
easy to persuade. These qualities make him a weak opponent for Hope.

In general, this well-written book is an adequate introduction to the climate
issue. The definition of fundamental concepts is made quite clear. Different
perspectives are expressed and explained sufficiently. As the authors expressed
in the introduction, the book covers “only a small fraction of the picture” (xxi).
However, the book encourages readers to develop their own perspectives, to
engage in dialogue with others and even to write their own dialogues. So, the
reader should be aware that this book is only the beginning. It is a good starting
point for those who are interested in climate issues (especially for college
students). The authors have also designed this book to be a sourcebook for the
classroom. In the introduction, they advise lecturers on how to use the book in
their courses. With its annotated bibliography at the end, the book can also be
useful as a guide to further reading on climate issue.
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